


 During our recent building work, there were some exciting archaeological 
discoveries found underneath what is now our new school playground.   The 
remains of two late medieval buildings and a number of surrounding yards or 
stock pens were discovered by archaeologist Stewart Brown, who kindly 
shared his findings with the school.   The following information was taken 
from his archaeological report about his work at St Mary’s (July 2013). 

Above: Photograph showing one of the buildings discovered by Stewart Brown. 



 A small collection of pottery and the remains of a roofing tile helped to date the 
buildings to the 14th or early 15th century.  The walls were built from 
limestone and the foundations were made from granite river cobbles.  Evidence 
of a fireplace was also found in one of the buildings. 

 

Above: Photograph of a fireplace built in one of the 
buildings. 
 
Right: Photograph showing one of the exposed walls. 



 It was believed that these buildings were part of a farm complex that existed 
in the outer court of medieval Buckfast Abbey. The two buildings had sloping 
floors and were probably animal houses.  The buildings were probably used 
into the late 18th or early 19th century.  There is some evidence to show that 
one of these buildings could have been used as a slaughterhouse from at 
least the late 17th century to the early 19th century. 

 
Below: Photograph showing Building A, probably 
used as an animal house. 

Above: Photograph showing a 
wall from Building B. 



 Next to the buildings, there were also remains of a yard and an animal pen 
where animals would have been kept, possibly oxen. 

 

Above: Photograph showing two post holes which suggest they were used as a stock pen, 
the posts forming the uprights of a sturdy post and rail fence. Alternatively, the posts 
might possibly have supported an open-sided or slatted timber structure, such as a shed.  



 A similar set of farm buildings was excavated by Lady Fox on Dean Moor 
(Fox 1958). It is believed that this farm was looked after by a lay brother 
from Buckfast Abbey in the summer months.  It is possible that the farm on 
Dean Moor was used for summer grazing and the one excavated on the site 
of St Mary’s School was used in a similar way, to provide shelter in the winter 
and spring months. 

 

Right: Plan showing suggested 
layout of the farm buildings on 
Dartmoor, similar to the layout 
discovered on the present site of 
 St Mary’s school. 


