
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s News 
Friday 15th December 2017  

Macmillan Coffee Afternoon 
 
In September, St Mary’s School had a coffee morning 
(in the afternoon) which many mums, dad and other 
relatives supported, as a way of raising money for 
Macmillan which is a charity that supports people and 
their families who are suffering from cancer. Everyone 
had the opportunity to buy cakes and drinks - even the 
teachers! In the end we raised just over £100 so the 
event was a huge success. 
 

 

 

New Editor! 

Every school year the school has a newspaper 

editor. The newspaper editor for this year is me, 

Darcie.  I got this job by writing a letter to Miss 

Slack explaining why I wanted the job and luckily 

she allowed me to do it.  I am sure it will be hard 

work but I am looking forward to the challenge. 

This term’s edition of the newspaper contains 

articles that have been written by me along with 

members from the school Book Club. 

Burrator’s trip to Paignton Zoo 
 
On 18th September, only three weeks since being back 
in school, Burrator Class went on a trip to Paignton Zoo, 
which links with the topic for this half term about 
Africa.  
Firstly the children went to the education centre and 

learnt lots about African animals, what they eat and 

where they live.  Then they looked around the zoo and 

saw lots of other interesting animals such as lions, 

tigers, elephants and giraffes. 

 

 

 

Annual Poppy Appeal 

Pupils at St Mary’s supported the Poppy Appeal 

again this year by selling poppies and a number of 

other things, such as slap bands and friendship 

bracelets, to raise money for the British Legion. 

The school also laid a wreath on Remembrance 

Sunday in Buckfastleigh - this year Poppy and 

Oscar W carried out this important role. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hand Bells 
Children in Burrator Class were treated to a hand bell 
concert by some local people from Buckfast and 
Buckfastleigh Parish.  They played a number of well know 
Christmas Carols and then people had the chance to join 
in themselves and have a go.  Even the adults tried out the 
handbells!   

Victorian Day 
In November, Burrator Class had a Victorian day to 
celebrate their new topic for this half term.  When 
we came into school we went straight into the 
playground and played some Victorian games like 
skipping and hop scotch.  Then Miss Blackhall rang 
the school bell and girls and boys lined up in order 
in two separate lines.   
As we went into the classroom, we had to sit in 
special places and used chalk and boards to 
practise our handwriting. We also did some writing 
using fountain pens and ink and had to recall our 
times tables facts. 
After lunch we did some cross stitch and made 
some book marks which we sold at the Christmas 
Fair. 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

Tag Rugby after school club 

An after school Tag Rugby club has been running for 

children in Year 2 - 6 for the past few weeks.  During the 

sessions we have learnt a range of skills including hand to 

eye contact, quick reaction and the rules of rugby.  We 

play tag rugby so you are not allowed to tackle so it is not 

dangerous.  However, you are allowed to intercept which 

you need to do to get control of the ball so that you can 

try and score a ‘try’ (goal).  These rugby sessions have 

been a very exhilarating experience for all of children and I 

think it is an amazing sport! 

Lacrosse after school club 

Lacrosse is a new sport that we have been playing at St 

Mary’s this term.  It takes place on a Tuesday after school 

for Key Stage Two children.  We have worked hard on our 

catching and throwing skills, by working in pairs and in 

groups and also learning the rules of the game.  We are 

now working towards playing a proper game of Lacrosse. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in Need 

St Mary’s supported Children In Need this year by ‘going spotty’ and dressing up in ‘mufti’.  We also sold Pudsey 

headbands and key rings and altogether raised an amazing £176 for the charity!  We had so much fun on the day 

and even had spotty cakes for our dessert at lunchtime. 

 

Crib Blessings 

Each class has led a crib blessing again this year at 

each of the Parish churches.  We learnt some 

readings and carols for the services and some of our 

parents/carers and people from the church came to 

support us.  Meldon Class had a special joint crib 

activity session in the school hall with Little Lambs, 

our toddler group. 

 

Elmer Day 
 

Meldon Class had a very colourful day to celebrate the 
end of their topic all about colour this half term.  All of 
the children dressed up in their most brightly coloured 
clothes and learnt the Elmer story which they re-told 
for parents/ carers at the end of the day.  The children 
also made special Elmer cakes and biscuits to share.  
Part of the afternoon involved a demonstration of 
circus tricks that the children had learnt over the last 
few weeks.  If you want to hear more about the Elmer 
Day, please visit Meldon’s Class Blog on our school 
website. 
www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk  
 

 

Christmas Storytelling 

Meldon Class and Fernworthy Class both visited the 

Guest Hall at the Abbey for a special storytelling 

session with Alison and Anna from the Education 

Centre.  The story was told from the shepherd’s point 

of view and then was followed by making some 

shepherd cards. 
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Please send any ideas or suggestions 

for St Mary’s News to the School 

Office or email the information to  

admin@st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk .   

Christmas Carol Service 
 

This year’s Carol Service was held in Buckfast Abbey Church, which 

included lots of carols that had been learnt for the occasion and also 

readers from Year 5 and 6.  Meldon Class dressed up as characters from 

the Christmas story and our School Choir also sang a number of carols.  

Our choir have also performed a number of times this half term 

including at St Andrew’s House, Buckfastleigh Christmas Fair and at 

Radio Devon. 

 

Live Nativity at Pennywell Farm 

Pupils from Meldon and Venford Class 

were treated to a special trip to 

Pennywell Farm and got to join in a live 

nativity play with real animals.  Most of 

the children dressed up in costumes and 

acted out the play in a real barn.  

Afterwards they had a drink and biscuit 

and went to visit Father Christmas. 
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