
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. John Bosco 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Presentation of the Lord 
Saturday St.Anscar 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Joseph Dodard; Winifred Phillipps; Jack McAvoy;  Frances O’Dea; John Gregory;  
Norah Torrington; Dame Mildred Murray-Sinclair; Dom Martin Brüchlen;  

Florence Phillips; Evelyn Hatch; Joyce Bullard; Harold Sampson; Joseph Walter;  
Ernest Richards; Helen Kenny; Charles Lord Clifford; Lillian Trude; Doreen Legg;  

John Ash; Canon Higgins; Freda Alexander; Marion Temple; Edward Stevens;  
Francis Scarrett; Wilfrid Routley; David Weaver; Canon Robert Lyons;  

Robert Young; Tom Ashton;   
May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

28th January, 2018 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p.132 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Mike Ashton Jean Elton 

Monica Douglas Phil Nunn 
Pat Hedges Fred Cooke 

Pauline Hornsey Frank Power 
Pat Burke  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £67.15 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £123.66 £53.08 

Second £25.10  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £30.76 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £34.92 £38.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £38.42 £63.00 

Added value through gift aid   £51.96 
 

Why not sign up to get these newsletters by email; 
it would save paper, ink, your effort, your eyes (as 
you can zoom in on your computer), the planet… 
Just send an email to: parish@buckfast.org.uk  

Phone line for prayer:  
 

To request prayers in 
confidence call  
01364 72768 Parish Priest:  

Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Mardi Gras! 
Tuesday, February 13th, 2018.   

7–9:30 p.m.  
in the Grange Restaurant.  

 

This year there is an Italian theme, 
with food to match: Arancini, Lasagna, 

Insalata Caprese 
Focaccia, Fritelle, Pancakes, Fruit 

Salad & more! 

   
Tickets: £8 per adult; those aged 18 
or under go FREE, but must have a 

ticket and be with someone over 18. 
 

Cash bar; raffle in aid of CAFOD 
(please donate a prize).   

Prize for the best outfit! 
 

 

The funeral of the late John Seymour-Crouchen,  
will take place in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

on Thursday 8th February at 12.05 p.m. 
May he rest in peace. 

Racial Justice Sunday, 28th January, 2018 
On this day Catholics are called to pray for those who experience 
unjust discrimination or are marginalised because of their race and 
ethnicity. We think in particular of those who feel they do not belong 
within our society or our communities because of this discrimination. 
As Catholics we are asked to treat all humans with dignity, regardless 
of their background or circumstance. There are many stories of 
alienation throughout the Bible, with clear calls to “Love the stranger”. 
That the Church is a place where all belong is clearly seen in the recent 
Feast of Epiphany, when Christ is revealed not only to the Israelites, 
but to all of God’s people. 
Please take a prayer card from the back of the church. 
The Bishops invite you to make a donation to this cause by visiting 
http://www.catholic-ew.org.uk/Home/Featured/Racial-Justice-Sunday-
2018  
All the money raised will go towards supporting the Church’s work on 
racial justice issues. The theme this year is “Belonging”, emphasising 
that we are called not only to ensure our parishes welcome 
newcomers, strangers, and those from different backgrounds, but also 
that all people will know they will find a welcome in our parishes. 
Pope Francis wrote recently: “Every stranger who knocks at our door 
is an opportunity for an encounter with Jesus Christ, who identifies with 
the welcomed and rejected strangers of every age.”  We are therefore 
called to open our heart to those who are discriminated against, those 

 who are lonely, and those who are hurt and 
feel cut off from their communities.  We invite 
your community not to neglect the tragedy of 
suffering migrants among us. “…for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink.” 
As disciples of Christ we all have a part to 
play: to make strangers feel that they belong 

and are welcome.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The thing that children don't always understand is that learning never 
stops. They will confidently tell you that they can "do maths" or say "I know 
how to read so I don't need to do it every day". What they don't realise is 
that there is always something trickier around the corner or another level 
of difficulty to tackle and so it is in the office. As you may know, Mary, our 
Clerk to Governors, has been helping in the office from time to time and 
one of the tasks she has been taking on is the dinner numbers. On the 
face of it, this is a simple job - calculate how many lunches we will need 
and let the chef know. However, there are four classes, two sittings, four 
meal choices, humans and children (different size meals), three children 
with special dietary needs and children who have to go on the opposite 
sitting from their own class for various reasons. Oh, and there is a time 
limit for ringing the numbers in. 
I think it is fair to say that Mary felt she was getting the hang of this and 
wasn't disliking it quite so much. However, this week this task coincided 
with the arrival of a small boy in the office who needed to have his 
breakfast as he had been too cross or late to eat it at home. After a bit of 
a grumpy moment when he had called me the worst thing he could think 
of (a big meanie), he was enticed to the table (opposite Mary) with the 
promise of tempting clusters of some sort of cereal. He was soon feeling 
very cheery and proceeded to chat away to Mary who kindly listened and 
smiled whilst trying to check that the numbers tallied across and down. I 
could sense her growing puzzlement as to why such a simple task could 
be so hard because she can "do the dinner numbers". Ah, yes, you can, 
Mary, but adding the presence of a small boy is just another level of 
difficulty!  
 

Vacancy 
Deputy Head of School Improvement, permanent, full time (£72k – 
more may be available for an exceptional candidate)  
Home based with travel throughout the Diocese of Plymouth and regular 
meetings at CAST Head Office, Ashburton. Requires experience of 
inspecting schools and an in-depth knowledge of the Ofsted framework, 
up-to-date knowledge of education legislation and developments and the 
standards expected of schools.  
Designated Safeguarding Lead, permanent, part-time 3 days per 
week ((£35 - £40k pro rata)  
Office based at St. Boniface House, Ashburton, with the potential for 
some travel throughout the Diocese. The key purpose of this role is to 
ensure there are up to date safeguarding and child protection policies, 
consistent procedures, timely and appropriate training to promote the 
welfare and protection of children within Plymouth CAST. Requires DSL 
trained, with supporting practical experience.  
Relevant to both roles and underpinning all that you do will be your faith, 
as well as a strong understanding of the values of the Catholic Church 
and community. Please note, these roles require a full driving licence and 
use of a car. Full details: admin@plymouthcast.org.uk  
Closing date 29/1/18 at 12 noon 

Adoremus is the name given to the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Congress which 
takes place in Liverpool 7th – 9th September 
this year. 
Summary Information: 
Aim: To rejuvenate Eucharistic adoration; 
encourage greater understanding of and 
love for the Blessed Sacrament. 
Events: 
Friday 7th Sept.  (optional) 10 – 6 p.m. 
Three morning talks for all, then three 
afternoon workshops for choice of many. 
Saturday 8th Sept. 10 – 5 p.m. 
Bishop Robert Baron and Cardinal Vincent 
Nichols will lead a day of talks, adoration, 
screen and theatrical presentations. 
Sunday 9th Sept. 9 – 1.30 p.m. 
Masses and Procession at Liverpool 
Cathedral. 
There will be many fringe events, adoration 
and exhibitions around the city during the 
weekend. 
Coaches are being arranged from the 
diocese and accommodation is available at 
the Hope Park University Campus (single 
en-suite rooms, B & B) 
Costs: 
Friday conference £40 per person 
Saturday conference £40 per person 
Each night’s B & B £48 per person 
Coach £70 per person 
Assistance with the costs may be available. 
Please contact Fr. Francis if you would like 
to go; he has to give in names by 18th 
February. More information: 
 http://catholicnews.org.uk/adoremus2018  

All marriages go through difficult moments.  
If you are experiencing that at this time, you 
could try a short online course, either as a 
couple or singly, which is recommended by 
the Diocese and is free until 14th February.  
To view the course, go to: 
 https://smartloving.org/breakthrough/  
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Scriptures  Evangelisation through our Sacrament 
St Paul infers a deeper spirituality is found among the unmarried, yet 
writing to the Ephesians (5:32), he speaks of ‘the profound mystery’ of 
marriage and compares it to the relationship between Christ and the 
Church. The Lord is at the heart of our love for one another, providing the 
grace for daily living and evangelisation, through our Sacrament. 

Make the Most of Life. 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast 
Abbey from July 2nd to 5th for young people 
who are currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop 
Mark wants to hear your views in preparation 
for the international Synod.  If you are in a 
Diocesan school you should know about this 
event but if not, and you would like to be part 
of it then please contact Fiona Hutchings on 
fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for further 
details.   

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The January draw took place last Thursday.  
And the lucky winners are:   
1st Prize (£25)  No. 64  Mr. B. Coleman 
2nd Prize (£15)  No. 29 Mrs. P. Alcock  
3rd Prize (£8)  No. 68  Mrs. B. Kiehne 

 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an 
application form please contact Fr. Francis 
01364 645526 or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  

A man who was ‘careful with his money’ was arguing with the ticket 
collector on a train whether his fare should be £20 or £10.  Finally the 
exasperated conductor picked up the man’s suitcase and tossed it off 
the train, just as they passed over a bridge.  The suitcase landed with a 
splash. 
“Hey,” screamed the passenger, “isn’t it enough you try to overcharge 
me without trying to drown my little boy as well!” 


