
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Department of Education Consultation on 
“Changes to the teaching of Sex and 
Relationship Education & PSHE”  
   

The Children and Social Work Act 2017 made Relationship Education a compulsory School subject in all primary schools 
and Relationships and Sex education a compulsory subject in all secondary schools. The rationale is to introduce the idea 
of diversity of relationships at an early age.  
 

The Government has launched a consultation on what should be taught in these new compulsory subjects. All concerned 
citizens, and especially parents, grandparents and those working professionally in schools are encouraged to take part in 
this consultation which closes at 11:45pm on Monday, 12th Feb 2018. To make your submission go to 
www.education.gov.uk/consultations; or email PSHE-RSE.consultation@education.gov.uk or by post to: RSE and PSHE 
Team, Department for Education, Sanctuary Buildings, 2nd Floor, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT.    
 

SPUC have provided a guidance briefing to answer the seven consultation questions at: 
https://www.spuc.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/safe-at-school/respond-to-sex-education-consultation   
A copy can also be emailed by contacting chrishud78@talktalk.net.  Christine Hudson SPUC Regional Chair  

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  St. Agatha 
Tuesday Ss. Paul Miki & Comp. 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. Scholastica 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Dorothy Gowen; Adah Walker; Edward Banks; William Ryan; Elizabeth Beard;  
Kate Turner; Emily Richardson; Mary Conlon; Prudence Davies; Edward Banks;  
Denis Knight; Jerome Dawson; Roy Andrews; Vincent Jennings; Samuel Gayton;  
Margaret Colly; Frederick Neale; Gilbert Moore; John Naylor; Albert Ghewy; 

 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

4th February, 2018 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer IV 

Readings p.134 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Mike Ashton Jean Elton 

Monica Douglas Pat Burke 
Pat Hedges Fred Cooke 

Pauline Hornsey Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £88.25 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £201.11 £63.08 

Second £26.25  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £74.50 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £27.00 £36.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £29.00 £58.00 

Added value through gift aid   £51.46 
 

Why not sign up to get these 
newsletters by email; Just 
send an email to: 
parish@buckfast.org.uk  

Phone line for prayer:  
To request prayers in 

confidence call  
01364 72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Mardi Gras! 
Tuesday, February 13th, 2018.   

7–9:30 p.m.  
in the Grange Restaurant.  

 

Ticket includes a drink on arrival and 
delicious Italian Carnevale food. 

Tickets: £8 per adult; those aged 18 or 
under go FREE, but must have a ticket 

and be with someone over 18. 
Cash bar; raffle in aid of CAFOD (please 

donate a prize).   
Prize for the best outfit! 

It will help with the catering if you could 
purchase your tickets as soon as possible 

 

Please pray for the 
repose of the soul of  

Phil Nunn 

 
who died on  
30th January. 

May he rest in peace 
Funeral arrangements 

will be announced when 
available. 

First Holy Communion 
If anyone would like their children to 
receive their First Holy Communion 
this summer, please contact Fr. 
Francis.  The children must by 
baptised Roman Catholics and about 
seven years old or older by this 
summer.  Preparation for the 
Sacrament would be provided by the 
Headteacher and staff of St. Mary’s 
School, Buckfast.  Children do not 
have to be members of the school but 
would need to attend for some after-
school sessions. 

Next weekend there will be a second 
collection to raise funds for the 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes. The 
collection enables those of limited 
means to take part, especially the sick 
and the young people who work so 
hard to help them. 
The pilgrimage runs 2-8th August 2018 
and will be led by Bishop Mark. 
Flying from Exeter. Price £779.  Youth 
£495.  Confidential applications for 
assistance should be made to Fr. 
Kieran Kirby 01803 294142 or 
Kieran.Kirby@prcdtr.org.uk  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  

A man walking along the road saw an Red Indian lying with his ear to the ground.  As he passed by, the Indian said, 
“Large wheels, Ford pickup truck, green colour, man driving with large police dog next to him, Colorado license plate and 
travelling at about 75 miles per hour.” 
The man was astounded.  “You mean you can tell all that just by listening with your ear to the ground?” he asked. 
“Don’t be daft,” said the Indian. “That truck just ran over me!” 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

As you may know, the children have been working on some dances in 
their PE sessions this half term. On Thursday they will be performing 
these for parents and families as a celebration of their learning and we 
will see how successful the little dinosaurs have been in roaring at the 
right moment or how fierce a Viking dance can be without scaring the 
younger children. Unfortunately, we have been struck by an outbreak of 
chickenpox and two of the classes have been several "men down" as it 
were. This means that there may be a problem where a "move" has been 
practised with a partner who has then disappeared for about a week (only 
to be replaced with a somewhat spottier and, quite possibly, more tired 
and grumpy version) and has missed learning the important next step, 
literally. Teachers were overheard this week discussing how to avoid 
mass collisions on stage in this eventuality but also musing on what to do 
if the ones who know the dance then get chickenpox, leaving the other 
ones who don't know it so well to carry off the performance. However, 
what is nice about these occasions is that the audience is always 
absolutely full of pride at what the children are doing and any mishaps are 
cheerfully ignored and the children given the rousing applause they 
deserve whatever happens! 
 

All marriages go through difficult moments.  
If you are experiencing that at this time, you 
could try a short online course, either as a 
couple or singly, which is recommended by 
the Diocese and is free until 14th February.  
To view the course, go to: 
 https://smartloving.org/breakthrough/  
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on 
Marriage based on the Sunday Readings  
Making the time to talk and to listen 
As married couples we need time to grow in 
knowledge and understanding of each other.  
This week let us make time when we are not 
tired, to talk together, to share what’s 
happened in the day, our thoughts and 
feelings, the things that worry us or make us 
happy. Perhaps we can also plan a regular 
celebration of our love.  

Make the Most of Life. 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast 
Abbey from July 2nd to 5th for young people 
who are currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop 
Mark wants to hear your views in preparation 
for the international Synod.  If you are in a 
Diocesan school you should know about this 
event but if not, and you would like to be part 
of it then please contact Fiona Hutchings on 
fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for further 
details.   

Caritas Development Officer (part time) – 1 post 
Location: St. Boniface House, Ashburton, Newton Abbot TQ13 7JL 
Hours: 10 hours per week Salary: £10,000 per annum (FTE £35,000)  
1 Year Fixed Term Contract – renewable for a further year on successful 
completion of Year 1 objectives 
 

The CDO will work to establish Caritas Plymouth in order to further the 
response of diocese, parishes and individuals to the particular needs we 
encounter.  Caritas Plymouth would seek to support existing 
organisations and projects in the area of social care and justice, as well 
as promoting Catholic Social Teaching and encouraging new initiatives.  
Caritas Plymouth would seek to foster a spirit of belonging and identity 
as the church in this area seeks to play its part in responding to the needs 
of God’s people.  The Diocese is working under the guidance of the 
Catholic Social Action Network (CSAN) in order to set up Caritas 
Plymouth. 
Copies of the job description and person specification are obtainable from 
Jan Holton on 01364 645383 or email recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk.  
Applications are by application form and covering letter.  The last date for 
applications is Wednesday 7th February 2018.  Interviews will be held on 
Friday 23 February at St. Boniface House, Ashburton 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
All God’s Creation is Very Good! 

In Ashburton it’s the Catholics turn to 
organise this year’s service at 2 p.m. on 
Friday, 2nd March, with a rehearsal at the 
church on Friday, 23rd February at 2 p.m.  
We will also have a meeting after Mass on 
Sunday, 11th February to run through the 
hymns with Alan. 
The interdenominational movement of the 
Women’s World Day of Prayer invites 
everyone to attend one of over 5,000 
services. We will join an estimated 3 million 
people around the world that day in a 
service which has been written this year by 
the women of Suriname in South America. 
Starting in Samoa as the sun rises, and 
ending as the sun sets off the coast of 
American Samoa, the service will have 
translated into more than 95 languages and 
1000 dialects as we are reminded that we 
have responsibilities in caring for this 
wonderful world we live in.  With its vast 
rainforest and wealth of resources, 
Suriname asks us to pray for conservation 
and the protection of wildlife, through an 
awareness of pollution, misuse and abuse, 
as well as for the situation in Suriname and 
concerns for the future. 
This is not simply a day of prayer for 
women, but for everyone who cares about 
our world and those who live in it.   

Job Opportunity at St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Buckfast   
Hours:Term time only 11.30 am – 1.30 pm (10 hours a week for 38 
weeks) Monday-Friday   Hourly Rate: Paid at £8.25 per hour 
 

We have an opportunity for a mealtime assistant to join our strong and 
supportive team, required to start as soon as possible in the Spring 
term.  This post offers a fantastic opportunity to work in an exciting and 
lively primary school that has a positive culture and strives to achieve the 
very best for all of its pupils. 
The post will involve a number of duties, including preparing the lunch 
hall for serving food, cleaning and clearing the hall after lunch and helping 
to supervise pupils. Ideally you will have experience of working with 
children, although this is not essential. The successful candidate will need 
to demonstrate a positive attitude, a calm manner, be able to build 
effective relationships with staff and pupils and fully support the Christian 
ethos of a Catholic school. 
We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people and expect all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment.  A DBS disclosure is required for this post. 


