
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage  
to the Holy Land  

February 2019  
Bookings are coming in for 
this pilgrimage to be led by 

Bishop Mark from the 18th to 25th February next year. Completed 
booking forms and deposits need to be received before the 18th April 
this year. To request an itinerary and booking form, please contact 
Pilgrimage People on 0800 6123423 (info@pilgrimagepeople.org) 
quoting Ref: PLYM01.  
 

We will be travelling from Luton airport and options for transport to 
and from the airport will be available.  

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Ash Wednesday 
Thursday Lent 

Friday Lent 
Saturday Lent 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Guy Wetherall; Annie Boyce; Andrew Straw; Mary Sandys; Gertrude Henle; Dom William 
Henle; Verity Rowe; Joseph Hawkins; Olive Elliott; Jan Tarasiuk; Florence Colborne; Bessie 

Highmore; Dom Boniface Bush; Francis Craig-McFeely; Elsie Lee; Muriel Taylor; Helen 
Wetherall; Emily O’Shea; Frances Shorland; 

 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

11th February, 2018 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.137 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Mike Ashton Jean Elton 

Monica Douglas Fred Cooke 
Pat Hedges Frank Power 

Pauline Hornsey  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £81.40 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £223.27 £68.08 

Second £17.46  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £11.00 £52.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £36.32 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £25.90 £45.90 

Added value through gift aid   £51.44 
 

Phone line for prayer:  
To request prayers in 

confidence call  
01364 72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last Chance to get tickets! 
Mardi Gras 

Tuesday, February 13th, 2018.  7–9:30 p.m.  
in the Grange Restaurant.  

Tickets: £8 per adult; those aged 18 or under 
go FREE (must have a ticket) 

 

Please pray for the 
repose of the soul of  

Pat Burke 
who died on  

Friday 9th February 
May she rest in peace 
Funeral arrangements 

will be announced when 
available. 

All marriages go through 
difficult moments.  If you 
are experiencing that at 
this time, you could try a 
short online course, 
either as a couple or 
singly, which is 
recommended by the 
Diocese and is free until 
14th February.  To view 
the course, go to: 
https://smartloving.org/b
reakthrough/  
 

First Holy Communion 
If anyone would like their children to 
receive their First Holy Communion 
this summer, please contact Fr. 
Francis.  The children must by 
baptised Roman Catholics and about 
seven years old or older by this 
summer.  Preparation for the 
Sacrament would be provided by the 
Headteacher and staff of St. Mary’s 
School, Buckfast.  Children do not 
have to be members of the school but 
would need to attend for some after-
school sessions. 

This weekend there will be a second 
collection to raise funds for the 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes. The 
collection enables those of limited 
means to take part, especially the sick 
and the young people who work so 
hard to help them. 
The pilgrimage runs 2-8th August 2018 
and will be led by Bishop Mark. 
Flying from Exeter. Price £779.  Youth 
£495.  Confidential applications for 
assistance with the cost should be 
made to Fr. Kieran Kirby 01803 
294142 or Kieran.Kirby@prcdtr.org.uk  

 
Phil Nunn’s funeral 

Will take place on Tuesday 20th 
February at 1205 p.m. in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel. 

Applications are now being taken for places at 
the Plymouth Diocese Catechetical Summer 
Camps, to be held at Grangehurst, Buckfast 
Abbey. Camp details and application forms can 
be obtained from your parish priest or on-line 
from the camp website: 
  www.pdsummercamps.org.uk 
Prompt applications are advisable. 
There are three camps running this year 
between 29th July & 10th August: one Junior 
Camp, one Senior Camp and one camp (St 
Petroc's) for students in school years 11-13.  

Ash Wednesday Masses 
Mass with distribution of ashes will take place at 
the following times in the parish (please note, 
there will not be Mass in the Abbey at 8 a.m.) 
 

Ashburton 10:00 a.m. 
Abbey 12:05 p.m. 
South Brent 7:30 p.m. 
  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A letter to God, discovered by Kevin Waterman: 
Dear Sir, forgive me for writing 
But we’re in much need of your aid, 
We’ve got a mounting problem 
With the land that you have made. 

We’re living on the ground floor: 
You’re in the penthouse suite. 
The plumbing joints are leaking 
Where our two apartments meet. 

I know you’re not a slumlord, 
And I really wouldn’t dare 
Say you’ve ignored the problem 
Because you didn’t really care. 

   
‘Lord’ is your rightful title, 
And no doubt this land is yours, 
But we have got some issues, 
Can our landlord find the cause? 

I’m told this problem happened 
Long past when times were dark. 
At that time you told Noah 
He would have to build an ark. 

If you cannot find a plumber 
Please feel free to let me know. 
I’m sure somebody down here 
Would be set to have a go. 

   
The sky above is leaking 
And we’re wallowing in mud. 
The torrent just keeps coming 
And each week brings a new flood 

I’m ready to start building 
If that’s what I need to do. 
But if I’m really honest 
I can’t build a floating zoo. 

I’m signing off this letter 
Full of hope that when you’re free 
You’ll rectify the problem 
Before we’re all washed out to sea. 

   
I know you live above us 
With your angels and good souls. 
Can I prevail upon you 
To inspect your pipes for holes? 

Perhaps the easy answer 
To the problem we have now 
Would be to find a plumber 
Who can stop the leak somehow 

 

  

Department of Education Consultation on “Changes to the teaching 
of Sex and Relationship Education & PSHE”  

 
  

All concerned citizens, and especially parents, grandparents and those 
working professionally in schools are encouraged to take part in this 
consultation which closes at 11:45pm on Monday, 12th Feb 2018. To 
make your submission go to www.education.gov.uk/consultations; or 
email PSHE-RSE.consultation@education.gov.uk or by post to: RSE and 
PSHE Team, Department for Education, Sanctuary Buildings, 2nd Floor, 
Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT.    
 

SPUC have provided a guidance briefing to answer the seven 
consultation questions at: https://www.spuc.org.uk/get-
involved/campaign-with-us/safe-at-school/respond-to-sex-
education-consultation   

 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Nowadays, school meals are governed by very strict nutritional guidelines 
and, until recently, if John Hughes, the Conference Centre Manager, or 
Pete Jessop, the school chef, wanted to change the menu, a great deal 
of head scratching and deep thinking went in to how they could remove 
one meal choice and replace all the nutrients without having to completely 
change the menu. However, John recently became the proud possessor 
of a computer programme which will calculate all these  things for him. 
So, was he satisfied with that? No, of course not, he also wanted to add 
the children's opinions to the equation which no computer can account 
for! 
So he, Pete and Vicky, who serves the meals, kindly came to meet with 
the School Council and presented them with some new choices and 
brought samples with them for the children to taste. Not surprisingly, most 
of the splendid fare on offer was given the thumbs up and John and Pete 
retreated to the Conference Centre to make the necessary adjustments 
to the menus for the coming weeks and months. Personally I am looking 
forward to the "alien chocolate crunch" being available which looked like 
chocolate crispy with green peas on it (possibly an effort to sneak some 
extra veggies past the children) but which fortunately turned out to be 
blobs of green icing! Yes, I know I am not on the school council but luckily 
there was just a little piece left over from the tasting session..... 
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on 
Marriage based on the Sunday Readings  
Keeping our love alive  
Sometimes we have a sense of being at 
odds and separated from each other. The 
question, often unasked, is ‘do you love me?’ 
The answer is the same as Jesus gave to the 
outcast leper ‘of course I do!’  From being 
apart, we can be one again. How often do we 
say to each other ‘I love you’? 
 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
All God’s Creation is Very Good! 

 
A message from the women of Ashburton: 
It’s the Catholics turn to organise this year’s 
service at 2 p.m. on Friday, 2nd March, with 
a rehearsal at the church on Friday, 23rd 
February at 2 p.m.  We will also have a 
meeting after Mass on Sunday, 11th 
February to run through the hymns with 
Alan. 
 
A message from the women of South Brent: 
The South Brent Women’s World Day of 
Prayer will be held in St. Dunstan's this 
year.  In order to enable parents and carers 
who are working and picking up their 
children from school and who may wish to 
attend, we have decided to start the service 
at 4.15 pm this year.  Tea and cake will be 
served prior to the service at 3.45 pm.  We 
hope to welcome everyone and look 
forward to seeing them on the day. 
 

Joint Services Hosanna House are now 
taking enquiries for this years pilgrimage 
from 17th-25th May 2018. The pilgrimage is 
open to all  veterans and their dependants 
with disabilities, and we provide 1-1 caring, 
we also include in our group a doctor, nurse 
and priest. We stay at Hosanna House which 
provides facilities for all disabilities.  
For all enquiries please contact Richard 
Tipping  01752 787697 or e-mail 
Richard.tipping@blueyonder.co.uk 

Make the Most of Life. 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast Abbey from July 2nd to 5th for 
young people who are currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop Mark wants to 
hear your views in preparation for the international Synod.  If you are in a 
Diocesan school you should know about this event but if not, and you 
would like to be part of it then please contact Fiona Hutchings on 
fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for further details.   

 


