
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday - 
Thursday  Feria 

Friday Chair of St. Peter 
Saturday Feria 

Monday 26th 
- Wednesday Feria 

Thursday St. David 
Friday - 
Saturday 

Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Moira Kerse; Winifred McKenzie; Muriel Sass; William Crook; William Baker;  
Adela Carter; Angela Simpson; Rev. Edward Damen; William Spiller;  

Mother Mary Angela; Br. Bernard Seymour; Karl Pole; Mary Knowles; Mildred Gray;  
Isabel Hodge; Leonard Bragg; Anne Morin; Mgr. David Barry; John Billington;  

Bessie Stuart; Hilda Robertson; Dom Raphael Stones; Lucy Kaylor; Elizabeth Nicholls; 
May Sanders; Rev. Edwin Russell; Mary Davies; Charles Messer; Kathleen Davies;  
Charles Norton; Rosina Barber; Dom Antony Staerk; Lucille Tolley; Dudley Persse;  

Alicia Mary Palmer; Dom Michael Craig-McFeely; 
 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

18th February, 2018 First Sunday of Lent Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.148 

25th February Second Sunday of Lent Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p. 151 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Sunday 18th: 

 
Sunday 25th: 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Mike Ashton Jean Elton 

Monica Douglas Fred Cooke 
Pat Hedges Frank Power 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer:  
To request prayers in confidence 

call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Please pray for the repose of the soul 
of  

Pauline Hornsey 

 
who died on Saturday 10th February 

May she rest in peace 
Pauline’s body will be received into 

the church of Our Lady of Lourdes & 
St. Petroc, Ashburton, at 5 p.m. on 
Sunday 4th March.  Her Requiem 

Mass will begin at 1 p.m. on Monday 
5th March 

First Holy Communion 
If anyone would like their children to receive their First Holy Communion this 
summer, please contact Fr. Francis.  The children must by baptised Roman 
Catholics and about seven years old or older by this summer.  Preparation 
for the Sacrament would be provided by the Headteacher and staff of St. 
Mary’s School, Buckfast.  Children do not have to be members of the school 
but would need to attend for some after-school sessions. 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £69.78 £10.00 £25.16 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £310.20 £53.08 £62.53 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £11.60 £32.85 £12.00 £0.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £29.85 £43.92 £50.84 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £37.84 £56.00 £56.15 £15.25 

   £48.96   £3.81 
Thank you for your contributions to the second collection to help people of 
limited means to go on the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes.  With gift aid 
they totalled £225.74 

CAFOD Family Fast Day 2018 
This year the fast day occurs on Friday 
23rd February.  It’s an opportunity to 
support our brothers and sisters who 
don’t have enough to eat.  Could you give 
up a meal, or eat a simple meal, in 
solidarity? 
With malnutrition still killing almost three 
million children a year, your fasting, 
prayers and donations will ensure more of 
God’s children have enough food to eat. 
And this Lent, your donation will make 
double the difference.  For every pound 
you donate to CAFOD, the UK 
Government will also donate a pound, up 
to a total of £5 million, meaning twice the 
number of children can have the 
opportunity to be healthy and strong. 
Please collect your Fast Day envelope 
from church this week and return it on 
24th/25th February. 

National Justice and Peace Network 40th Conference. 
 In partnership with Apostleship of the Sea,  
Church Action on Poverty, Housing Justice,  
Prison Advice and Care Trust.  Theme: In the Shelter  
of Each Other the People Live. 20th – 22nd July 2018  
The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire. Further information 
https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/conference/  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land February 2019  
Bookings are coming in for this pilgrimage to be led by Bishop Mark from 
the 18th to 25th February next year. Completed booking forms and deposits 
need to be received before the 18th April this year. To request an itinerary 
and booking form, please contact Pilgrimage People on 0800 6123423 
(info@pilgrimagepeople.org) quoting Ref: PLYM01.  
 

We will be travelling from Luton airport and options for transport to and 
from the airport will be available.  

“He fills your mouth with 
laughter and your lips with 

rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

Employee: “I’ve worked here 
for 11 years doing three 
men’s work for one man’s 
pay.  Now I want a raise.” 
Boss: “Well, I can’t give you 
a raise, but if you’ll tell me 
who the other two men are, 
I’ll fire them.” 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Whilst school holidays are always a nice break from routine and allow staff 
to “re-group” a little and, usually, prepare for the start of a new topic, the 
February half term is often more of a relief than normal. This is because 
we seem to get the worst of the weather about now and there is an 
increased chance of having to battle with wintry conditions and make 
other arrangements for access to the school, with the entry being via a 
long, downhill path. So when it was icy on Monday morning, it was very 
pleasant not to have to fling salt about in the car park and down the path 
or to have to consider phoning seventy families to ask them to come in 
later or, even, not at all. These decisions are a fine balance between 
health and safety and a bit of resilience and headteachers cannot be seen 
to close their schools without good cause. I am sure there will be other 
occasions when we will have to worry about this but, with each week that 
passes, we are heading closer to those warmer Spring mornings.  
There was the other “bonus” this half term in that Pancake Day fell during 
the week. From a health and safety point of view, this is a good thing – no 
hot fat in close proximity to children of various sizes, no hot disc-like 
objects being tossed in all directions and no chance of a small child 
offering you the chance to taste a pancake they have made (then one has 
to balance the danger of food poisoning against the very real possibility 
of causing offence!). However, from a learning point of view, the downside 
is that, although many will have had pancakes at home, they will probably 
not have discussed the reasons why they are having them and the 
significance of Lent which is a shame. However, when they return, the 
teachers will waste no time in helping them consider what they can 
change during Lent to show that they are trying to live as Jesus taught us 
and there are always some very interesting and insightful answers to this 
question! 

Mardi Gras 
Judging by what Fr. Francis heard,  
everyone who attended the parish Mardi 
Gras had a thoroughly enjoyable evening, 
from the drinks of Prosecco and limoncello 
on arrival, we were treated to beautiful 
Italian food which is traditional at 
Carnevale, all home-made by our talented 
staff in the Grange.  New culinary 
experiences mixed with the meeting of old 
friends from every corner of the parish to 
produce many smiles and much laughter.  
A lot of people dressed up in colours and 
fabrics, masks and head-dresses which 
greatly enhanced the atmosphere, putting 
us in mind of Italy and especially Venice.  
Many commented, too, on what a lift to the 
spirits it was to be joined by some of the 
little children who are such a treasured 
part of our community.  As usual, we 
remembered those less fortunate than 
ourselves as we partied and feasted, and 
the raffle was generously supported by 
those who provided the prizes and those 
who bought the tickets (largely the same 
people!)  The total raised was £256.10.  
Enormous thanks go to all who made this 
great occasion possible, especially Mark, 
Bernard and all the staff of the Grange, as 
well as Gordon and the electricians who 
provided the sound system and lighting. 

 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on 
Marriage based on the Sunday Readings  
We hunger for closeness 
‘Wilderness’ can be a reality in our 
marriage relationship at times, a kind of 
‘desert experience’: hungering for a 
gentle touch or return of the closeness in 
our relationship.  Yet, we can look back on 
such times and recognise the Spirit was 
at work. God’s grace was in our yearning, 
calling us to choose life and turn away 
from self-indulgence. 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
All God’s Creation is Very Good! 

Catholic church in Ashburton, 2 p.m. on 
Friday, 2nd March, with a rehearsal at the 
church on Friday, 23rd February at 2 p.m.   
Catholic church in South Brent 4.15 p.m. on 
Friday, 2nd March.  Tea and cake will be 
served prior to the service at 3.45 pm.   
We hope to welcome everyone and look 
forward to seeing them on the day. 

Applications are now being taken for places at the Plymouth Diocese 
Catechetical Summer Camps, to be held at Grangehurst, Buckfast 
Abbey. Camp details and application forms can be obtained from your 
parish priest or on-line from the camp website:   
www.pdsummercamps.org.uk 
Prompt applications are advisable.  There are three camps running this 
year between 29th July & 10th August: one Junior Camp, one Senior Camp 
and one camp (St Petroc's) for students in school years 11-13. 

Joint Services Hosanna House are now 
taking enquiries for this years pilgrimage 
from 17th-25th May 2018. The pilgrimage is 
open to all  veterans and their dependants 
with disabilities, and we provide 1-1 caring, 
we also include in our group a doctor, nurse 
and priest. We stay at Hosanna House which 
provides facilities for all disabilities.  
For all enquiries please contact Richard 
Tipping  01752 787697 or e-mail 
Richard.tipping@blueyonder.co.uk 

Make the Most of Life. 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast Abbey from July 2nd to 5th for 
young people who are currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop Mark wants to 
hear your views in preparation for the international Synod.  If you are in a 
Diocesan school you should know about this event but if not, and you 
would like to be part of it then please contact Fiona Hutchings on 
fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for further details.   

 

 

 


