
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – 

Friday Lent 

Saturday St. Patrick 
 Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

John French; Robert Coates; Maureen Williams; Ruth Milton; George Garrett;  John 
Murphy; Dom Gilbert Fennessy; Dame Agnes Hughes; Teresa Smith; Ann Ilbert; Stanhope 
Reeves;  Gertrude Richards; John Alexander; Herman Maier OSB; Edith Newton; William 

Collinge; Daniel Scott Maddocks; Thomas Nicholl; Angela Bull; Urban Bernard OSB; 
Richard Caunter; Saturnina Barber; Reginald Simpson; 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

10th March, 2018 Fourth Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p.162 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer:  
To request prayers in 
confidence call 01364 

72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Collections 17/18 February  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £33.00 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £112.42 £58.08 

Second 10.13  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £6.50 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £32.00 £38.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £18.90 £28.00 

Added value through gift aid   £39.46 
 

Stations of the Cross are 
taking place during Lent: 
 At 10 a.m. on 

Wednesdays at Our Lady 
of Lourdes & St. Petrock, 
Ashburton. Followed by 
refreshments 

 At 5.45 p.m. on Fridays in 
the Abbey 

Please pray for the repose of the 
soul of 

Val Stanley 
A much loved member of the 
worshipping community at St. 

Dunstan’s, South Brent, who died 
peacefully after a long illness, borne 

with fortitude and cheerfulness. 
 

May she rest in peace 

Next weekend we will have the first of this year’s collections for the Parish Syria 
Appeal.  Proceeds will go to Syria via Aid to the Church in Need.  Here is a 
report on their work: 

“I thank Jesus for you, the friends of Aid to 
the Church in Need. You are bringing hope 
to us all in Syria.” – Sister Annie Demerjian. 
With your help, Sister Annie and her 
volunteers in the cities of Aleppo and Hassake 
are continuing to provide emergency food, 
shelter and medicine for 2,200 Christian 

families – the poor, the disabled and the elderly – men, women and children 
who have been living through the horrors of war. 
Sister Annie’s programme is one of more than 30 projects paid out by ACN 
over the past few months – and it comes amid amazing reports that Christians 
and others are now beginning to return to Aleppo and elsewhere in Syria. 
Other ACN projects in Aleppo include repairs to the bomb-damaged Al-
Yarmouk Youth Sports Centre in Azizieh a mainly Christian district. The 
centre’s coordinator, Kevork Mavian, said: “To be able to continue with these 
sports activities in complete security is a source of joy and new hope for us all 
and an encouragement in our faith.” 
In another part of Azizieh, ACN is helping with the basic running costs of Our 
Lady’s Secondary School and the Lord’s Care Orphanage. The school was 
bombed three times but now the fighting has stopped 200 girls are back at their 
desks. Sister Yvone Yousef Bahdi, who helps run the school, said: “We had 
difficulties lighting the children’s classrooms. We are continuing the educational 
process in order to nurture a generation which believes in Christian morality 
and good citizenship. Thank you for your care and all thanks to your noble 
benefactors.” 
 

  
Dublin, Ireland, has been chosen by 
Pope Francis to host the next World 
Meeting of Families from 21-26 
August 2018, guided by the theme 
“The Gospel of the Family: Joy for the 
World”.   
Held every three years, this major 
international event brings together 
families from across the world to 
celebrate, pray and reflect upon the 
central importance of marriage and 
the family as the cornerstone of our 
lives, of society and of the Church. 
Confirmed speakers so far include: 
Bishop Robert Barron 
Cardinals: Joao Braz de Aviz, Charles 
Maung Bo of Myanmar, Blase 
Cupich of Chicago, Kevin Farrell,  
Oswald Gracias of Bombay, Gerald 
Lacroix of Quebec, Oscar Maradiaga 
of Honduras, Vincent Nichols, Sean 
O’Malley of Boston, Christoph 
Schönborn of Vienna, Luis Tagle of 
Manilla, Joseph Tobin of Newark 
USA, Peter Turkson, Donald Wuerl of 
Washington DC, Mario Zenari, 
Apostolic Nuncio to Syria. 
https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/  
 

ANCIENT CHANTS will be sung for the first 
time on St Patrick’s Day.  Music once heard 
only in the chapel of Syon Abbey, South 
Brent, will be heard during a choral workshop 
at St Mary’s Church, Dartington on Saturday, 
17th March, starting at 2.30 pm: an event 
which is open to all. See Posters for details 
More info: arwardle@syonbreviary.co.uk  
or  joyhansonuk@gmail.com  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For faith, life and peace in the British Isles 
Jesus said: Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them.  We will surround the 
coasts of our Isles with prayer and encircle 
them with a Living Rosary for Life, Faith 
and Peace at 3pm. At the same hour those 
in inland locations will gather at their 
Cathedrals, Churches and Shrines.   
Designated local leaders will be points of 
contact to coordinate the coastal locations 
where people will gather.  .  A group of 
parishioners from Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Catholic Church, Brixham, and friends from 
other parishes, in union with groups 
throughout the u.k. will be saying the 
Rosary on April 29th at 3pm at Broadsands 
Beach or on the coastal path behind the 
beach huts. (This is a grassy area but may 
be muddy.) Large car park, which is pay 
and display/toilets/level walk to 
beach/nearby restaurant (may be closed 
due to renovations). If the weather is wet 
we will meet in Our Lady Star of the Sea 
parish hall.    More info: 
https://www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk/  

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land February 2019  
Bookings are coming in for this pilgrimage to be led by Bishop Mark from 
the 18th to 25th February next year. Completed booking forms and deposits 
need to be received before the 18th April this year. To request an itinerary 
and booking form, please contact Pilgrimage People on 0800 6123423 
(info@pilgrimagepeople.org) quoting Ref: PLYM01.  
 

We will be travelling from Luton airport and options for transport to and 
from the airport will be available.  

“He fills your mouth with laughter 
and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 

An airliner flew into a violent 
thunderstorm and was soon 
swaying and bumping around the 
sky.  One very nervous lady 
happened to be sitting next to a 
clergyman and turned to him for 
comfort. 
“Can’t you do something?” she 
demanded forcefully. 
“I’m sorry, Ma’am,” said the 
reverend gently, “I’m in sales, not 
management.” 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The children returned to school on Monday, following the enforced break 
due to snow, in what could be described as exuberant form! It took a day 
or so to reinstate the usual calm learning atmosphere but the bad weather 
soon seemed like a distant memory although three of our families were 
involved in a spate of accidents in the ice on Tuesday morning. 
Fortunately there were no serious injuries but it was a timely reminder that 
the wintry weather is not necessarily all over yet. 
On Thursday, excitement levels were once more sky high in Fernworthy 
as they were off to Escot to experience life as a Viking. In spite of the 
bitterly cold weather, the children enjoyed a number of activities – one of 
the most popular seemed to be making Viking bread, having ground their 
own flour first. There was another activity which seemed to require the 
children, well, mostly boys actually, ending up with very black faces which 
caused some consternation amongst parents when they came to collect 
the children but which the boys seemed to thoroughly enjoy! 

      
On Friday, children from our School Council returned to the spot where 
they had planted crocus bulbs a few months earlier, to find a swathe of 
purple and white flowers piercing the grassy banks and borders around 
the car park. They were met by Fr Francis, along with members of the 
local Rotary Club, who had organised the initial planting as part of a 
campaign to raise awareness about efforts to eradicate polio throughout 
the world, and Aaron Southgate, the Head of the Abbey Gardens 
Department. Fr Francis led a blessing of the planting, unfortunately in 
heavy drizzle, and it was plain to see that these flowers, with their beautiful 
purple and white tones, will cheer those who pass by them throughout 
Spring. 
 

Marriage Matters: Short 
reflections on Marriage based on 
the Sunday Readings  
Called to be a ‘sign’       
The world often ridicules marriage 
saying ‘it’s just a piece of paper’, 
but Scripture draws attention to 
God’s powerful message. St. Paul 
says: “We are God’s work of art; 
created in Christ Jesus to live the 
good life as from the beginning He 
had meant us to live it.” Let us 
shine out so the world sees what 
it’s missing.   
 

Make the Most of Life. 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast Abbey from July 2nd to 5th for 
young people who are currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop Mark wants to 
hear your views in preparation for the international Synod.  If you are in a 
Diocesan school you should know about this event but if not, and you 
would like to be part of it then please contact Fiona Hutchings on 
fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for further details.   

 

Fr Christopher’s Quiet days: Saturday 10th 
March in the Violet Evelyn Hall at the 
Southgate Retreat Centre. Subject: ‘This is 
my commandment, love one another…but 
love has its enemies’. The day begins with tea 
& coffee at 10.00am and runs until 3.00pm. 
Mass will be celebrated as part of the day and 
there will be an opportunity for quiet prayer, 
group discussions and confession. The cost 
remains at £15, to include refreshments and 
a light lunch. 

Notre Dame School, Plymouth, PL6 5HN 
Hosts Rise Theatre’s production of 

Romero, Heartbeat of El Salvador 
“A challenging and moving production 

about the life and legacy of this great man 
of justice” (Bridget Fenwick, CAFOD) 

Wednesday 28th March 
Refreshments available from 7 p.m. 

Adult £10, Child/concession £5 
01752 775101 or 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/risetheatre  

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The February draw fell victim to the snow, so 
it was drawn this week instead. The lucky 
winners are:   
1st Prize (£25)  No. 82  Mr. Seamus Boden 
2nd Prize (£15)  No. 41 Name withheld  
3rd Prize (£8)  No. 42  Name withheld 

 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an 
application form please contact Fr. Francis 
01364 645526 or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 


