
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Joseph 
Tuesday Lent 

Wednesday St. Benedict 
Thursday Lent 

Friday Lent 
Saturday Lent 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Beatrice May; Amy Vasey; Mary Hewett; Henri Lecourt-Lory; John Farrell; Doris 
McKinlay; Mary Wallace; Mary Vaughan; Emilie Post; Violet Lloyd-Still; Br. Hilarion 

Mohn; Archbishop Francis Grimshaw; Aelred Hewett OSB; Elizabeth Daley; Ann Hood; 
Betty Gable; Maude Stafford; Clare Furnieux; Agnes Hodgson; Christine Sampson; May 

Grout; Mary Anne Daw; Dulcibell Russell; Stanley Allen; 
May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

18th March, 2018 Fifth Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p.169 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis Phone line for prayer:  

To request prayers in 
confidence call 01364 

72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £68.95 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £203.82 £23.08 

Second £34.31  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £17.10 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £19.09 £37.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £35.60 £36.00 

Added value through gift aid   £36.21 
 

Stations of the Cross are taking place during 
Lent: 
 At 10 a.m. on Wednesdays at Our Lady 

of Lourdes & St. Petrock, Ashburton. 
Followed by refreshments 

 At 5.45 p.m. on Fridays in the Abbey 

Please pray for the repose  
of the soul of 

Charlie Trude 
 

 
who died peacefully, but 

unexpectedly, on Sunday 11th 
March.  

May he rest in peace. 
Charlie’s funeral will take place 

at 3.30 p.m. on Tuesday 27th 
March in St. Benedict’s Church, 

Buckfastleigh 

This weekend we will have the first of this year’s collections for the Parish Syria 
Appeal.  Proceeds will go to Syria via Aid to the Church in Need.  Here is a 
report on their work: 
 
Together in Prayer by Angela Muxworthy 
We gathered albeit a week late – having postponed the service due to the snow 
this year – for our ecumenical service for the Women’s World Day of Prayer.  
Women of the South American country of Suriname wrote the service which 
helped us to consider and cherish God’s exquisite gift of his creation and 
commit to caring for our world in order that we may pass it on, unspoiled, to 
future generations.  The people of Ashburton came together with 7 women 
specifically representing the different ethnic backgrounds of Suriname each 
offering objects representing “Light and darkness” – a candle,  “Waters of sea 
and heaven” – bottled water, “Land and vegetation” – fruit, ”Sun and moon” – 
lamp, “Fish and fowl” – pottery bird, “Animals” – china lizard, “Humankind” – 
family photo.  Each was wrapped and the women threw the wrappings with 
great gusto.  We then gathered the discarded packaging and placed in the 
appropriate recycling bin – offering a prayer to be more aware of our rubbish 
and committing to changing our lives in a positive way to help protect the earth 
for future generations.  The service was followed by tea with Peanut butter 

 fudge cake and macaroons – dishes 
 recommended for this occasion.  Share the Journey - taking action in solidarity with people fleeing war, 

persecution, natural disaster and poverty.  
Pope Francis has launched Share the Journey, a new global campaign 
for the rights of people on the move. He reminds us: “Christ asks us to 
welcome our brothers and sister migrants and refugees with arms wide 
open”.   
 

The Share the Journey Exhibition (first shown in the Houses of 
Parliament) will be at Buckfast Abbey for two weeks from 27th April until 
13th May. 
 

Join Bishop Mark at Buckfast Abbey on Saturday 5th May 2018 at 1pm- 
4.30pm for a Share the Journey Afternoon to reflect, pray and find out how 
we can take action in solidarity with migrants and refugees. Be inspired 
by speakers Bishop Mark, Libby Abbott of CAFOD and Nick Hanrahan of 
Jesuit Refugee Service UK. Be resourced, share ideas and make plans. 
 

For further information contact Mary Conway mary.conway@prcdtr.org.uk 
or Simon Giarchi sgiarchi@cafod.org.uk  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For faith, life and peace in the British Isles 
Jesus said: Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them.  We will surround the 
coasts of our Isles with prayer and encircle 
them with a Living Rosary for Life, Faith 
and Peace at 3pm. At the same hour those 
in inland locations will gather at their 
Cathedrals, Churches and Shrines.   
Designated local leaders will be points of 
contact to coordinate the coastal locations 
where people will gather.  .  A group of 
parishioners from Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Catholic Church, Brixham, and friends from 
other parishes, in union with groups 
throughout the u.k. will be saying the 
Rosary on April 29th at 3pm at Broadsands 
Beach or on the coastal path behind the 
beach huts. (This is a grassy area but may 
be muddy.) Large car park, which is pay 
and display/toilets/level walk to 
beach/nearby restaurant (may be closed 
due to renovations). If the weather is wet 
we will meet in Our Lady Star of the Sea 
parish hall.    More info: 
https://www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk/  
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land February 2019  
Bookings are coming in for this pilgrimage to be led by Bishop Mark from 
the 18th to 25th February next year. Completed booking forms and deposits 
need to be received before the 18th April this year. To request an itinerary 
and booking form, please contact Pilgrimage People on 0800 6123423 
(info@pilgrimagepeople.org) quoting Ref: PLYM01.  
 

We will be travelling from Luton airport and options for transport to and 
from the airport will be available.  

“He fills your mouth with laughter 
and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 

Delivering a speech at a banquet 
on the night of his arrival in a large 
city, a visiting minister told several 
anecdotes.  Because he wanted to 
use the jokes again, he requested 
the reporters omit them from any 
accounts they might turn in to their 
newspapers.  A cub reporter, in 
commenting on the speech, ended 
his piece with the following: “The 
minister told a number of stories 
which cannot be repeated.”  
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The children have been out on a couple of diverse trips this week – on 
Thursday, Venford were lucky enough to go on the free Annual Nature 
Day at the River Dart Country Park. There was some consternation before 
they left as the weather over the previous couple of days had been very 
wet and the planned activities were mostly water based. One of these was 
stream dipping which we hoped would not be “torrent” dipping given the 
height of some of the rivers – obviously, it wasn’t, but some of the children 
were a little too optimistic about the capacity for their wellies to withstand 
water above a certain height. When they got back to school, a number of 
them were still emptying water from their footwear! Miss Slack was lucky 
enough to be able to spare the time to join the children for the trip but, 
even though it is her favourite kind of outing, combining children, water 
and mud, she has still kindly said that I can go next time and she will man 
the office… 
Meanwhile, Fernworthy and Burrator went on a much warmer trip on 
Friday morning to Exeter University where they joined other schools for 
another annual event - a free concert by the Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra, based on the theme Secrets and Codes. The children had 
prepared for the concert by learning some songs and listening to the 
music beforehand so that they were familiar with it by the time they could 
experience it played live by the orchestra. This is one of the enrichment 
activities that the school likes to take part in as, love it or hate it (and 
certainly most of them loved it), this is the sort of experience that many of 
the children would not have if it were not for schools arranging this kind of 
trip and who knows what these things can inspire in children? 
Remember last week’s account  
of the blessing of crocuses  
planted to raise awareness of how  
near we are to eradicating polio 
from the world.  Here’s a photo of  
the children with Fr. Francis after 
the blessing. To support this  
cause please visit  
https://www.rotarygbi.org/polio-eradication  
 

Marriage Matters: Short 
reflections on Marriage based on 
the Sunday Readings  
Unconditional love 
Love is called to be unconditional, 
not ‘counting the cost’, not 50/50, 
but both giving 100%. Today’s 
Gospel reminds us a rich harvest is 
only possible when a single wheat 
grain falls on the ground and dies.  
Our loving efforts, trials and 
difficulties in marriage are ways of 
‘dying’ to a lifestyle contrary to what 
God is calling us to. 

Make the Most of Life. 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast Abbey from July 2nd to 5th for 
young people who are currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop Mark wants to 
hear your views in preparation for the international Synod.  If you are in a 
Diocesan school you should know about this event but if not, and you 
would like to be part of it then please contact Fiona Hutchings on 
fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for further details.   

Notre Dame School, Plymouth, PL6 5HN 
Hosts Rise Theatre’s production of 

Romero, Heartbeat of El Salvador 
“A challenging and moving production 

about the life and legacy of this great man 
of justice” (Bridget Fenwick, CAFOD) 

Wednesday 28th March 
Refreshments available from 7 p.m. 

Adult £10, Child/concession £5 
01752 775101 or 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/risetheatre  

Dublin, Ireland, has been chosen by Pope 
Francis to host the next World Meeting of 
Families from 21-26 August 2018, guided 
by the theme “The Gospel of the Family: 
Joy for the World”.   
Held every three years, this major 
international event brings together families 
from across the world to celebrate, pray 
and reflect upon the central importance of 
marriage and the family as the cornerstone 
of our lives, of society and of the Church.  
https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/  
 

Celebrate Ascension Thursday at 
Buckfast Abbey: join the Catholic Children’s 
Society for the day on 10th May to raise funds 
for our local families in need. Mass will be 
celebrated at midday, followed by lunch and 
a talk from the Rt Hon Ann Widdecombe. 
Tickets £25 to include lunch and a tour of the 
grounds or the Abbey. Call our office 01364 
645420 or email ccs@prcdtr.org.uk for 
details. 
 

 


