
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Holy Week 
Tuesday Holy Week 

Wednesday Holy Week 
Thursday Maundy Thursday 

Friday Good Friday 
Saturday Holy Saturday 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Edward Goddard; Edmund Stewart OSB; Dame Bede Wilson OSB; Isabel Andrews; Mabel 
Gardener; Rose Taylor; Arthur Baker; Alfreda Howe; Kathleen Furlong; Sr. Mary Kelly; 

Olive Michelmore; Walter Green; Audrey Harrison; Nanine Herring-Mason; Mary McElroy; 
Theresa Murray; Mgr. Canon Hall; Desmond Mutton; Brian Straw; 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: 
Fr. Francis 

Straw; 
01364 

645526; 
parish@buckf

ast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

25th March, 2018 Palm Sunday Fr. Francis will say 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.176 

 

 
 

Services for the Paschal Triduum  
The following liturgies will take place in the Abbey church: 

Maundy Thursday at 6 p.m. Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Celebrating the Lord’s gift of the Holy Eucharist. This Mass ends with a 
procession taking the Blessed Sacrament to the Altar of Repose.  From then until 
Midnight the Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open for adoration.  The Church 
encourages all the faithful to spend some time in silent prayer with the Lord during 
this evening. 
During this Mass we have the beautiful ceremony of the washing of the feet.  The 
Holy See has decided that those who have their feet washed should be: “a small 
group of the faithful to represent the variety and the unity of each part of the 
people of God. Such small groups can be made up of men and women, and it is 
appropriate that they consist of people young and old, healthy and sick, clerics, 
consecrated men and women and laity.”  If you would like to take part in this 
ceremony, please contact Fr. Francis parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

Good Friday at 3 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
We mark by this liturgy the moment when our Lord Jesus died to save us. 
 
 

Holy Saturday at 9 p.m. The Easter Vigil 
With a celebration of the Light of the World and the history of salvation, we come 
together to that moment of rejoicing, when Jesus, the Son of God, was raised by 
His Father to glory, giving us reason to hope for eternal joy.  
 
This weekend there will 
be a second collection to 
buy flowers for Easter. 

 

  
 
 
If the snow prevented you 
from contributing to the 
Parish Syria Appeal last 
week, you’re welcome to 
put your donation in an 
ACN envelope and place 
it in the First Collection.  
The totals given both this 
weekend and last will be 
published in the newletter 
next week.  

From Wednesday this week, the only Masses 
are those of the Paschal Triduum (see above) 

Bishop Mark will celebrate the 
Chrism Mass in the Cathedral this 
Wednesday at 12 noon.  This is a 
beautiful liturgy at which the 
priests renew the promises they 
made at their ordination and the 
Bishop blesses the holy oils to be 
used in the coming year 
throughout the diocese when the 
sacraments of baptism, 
confirmation, holy orders and the 
anointing of the sick are 
celebrated.   

 
It is a special moment in the life of 
each diocese and all are warmly 
invited to take part. After the Mass, 
everyone present will receive 
some food to sustain them. Fr. 
Francis is happy to take up to four 
parishioners with him, particularly 
if they do not have their own 
transport.   Please contact him as 
soon as possible to avoid 
disappointment. 

Masses on Easter 
Sunday morning in 
this parish: 
0900 South Brent 
0900 Abbey  
1030 Ashburton 
1030 Abbey 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Pat Burke Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation/ Confession 
Please remember that the Sacraments are not 
normally celebrated from the evening of Maundy 
Thursday until the Easter Vigil.  So this week there 
will be these extra opportunities for Confession: Fr. 
Christopher will be available in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel at 5:30 p.m. for about half an 
hour on Tuesday and Fr. Francis will do the same 
on Wednesday.   
 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £20.50 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £135.29 £18.08 

Second   
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £10.00 £42.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £32.00 £18.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £19.00 £13.00 

   £23.21 
Syria Appeal: see notice to the left 



 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in 
confidence call 01364 72768 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture 
Readings:   
 

Today is all we have 
Today let us reflect on what is really important in our 
marriages. In this day and age the cost of living can create 
anxieties and tensions about making ends meet.  So today, 
let’s hold hands, look at each other, and celebrate our love, 
which joins us together as a ‘sign’ of God’s love for everyone. 

 “He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

On the first day of springtime my true love gave to me: five 
packs of seed, four sacks of fertilizer, three cans of weed 
killer, two bottles of insect spray, and a pruning knife for the 
pear tree! 
 
A man who worked in a train depot got married in a room 
above the ticket office.  So many friends & family attended 
that their combined weight caused the building to collapse. 
Moral of the story: Never marry above your station. 
 

News from our Parish School  
(Courtesy of Mitzi)  

http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
It is a shame that, over the years, the role of caretaker has 
declined in small schools, often through a lack of funding, as 
I personally feel there is always something they could be 
doing – not least shovelling snow off paths when needed! In 
their absence, these things often fall to the office staff and so 
it was that I found myself with my trusty dustpan (plastic - 
won’t hurt the tarmac and nice and light for tired arms!) 
making my way up the path on Tuesday afternoon, flicking 
scoopfuls of snow to left and right. Luckily the carpark had 
cleared in the warmth of the sun but in some places the snow 
was still about six inches deep on the path and would 
probably have stubbornly stayed there for the rest of the 
week. Fortunately, when I started to flag a little, Miss Slack 
came and joined me and together we made relatively short 
work of it – and having cleared the way, the sun came out, 
dried the path and made it possible for the school to resume 
normal operations.  
Having “lost” Monday to the snow, the end of the week came 
around all too soon and on Friday we had our postponed 
“World Book Day” celebrations which had been hit by the last 
lot of snow. During the week a large selection of old books 
that the school no longer needs had been laid out on tables 
so that all could help themselves. This proved very popular 
with many children departing with armfuls of books. Then on 
Friday, the children were entertained by Theatre Alibi who 
performed “The Boy Who Climbed into the Moon” which drew 
comments such as “weird”, “they were all a bit mad”, 
“thoroughly enjoyable” and “I loved the twist at the end” – and 
that was just the staff! The children were, by all accounts 
however, thoroughly engrossed by it and many that would 
normally have “wriggly bottoms” were kept enthralled to the 
end.  
We are now less than a week away from the Easter break 
which seems to have arrived impossibly soon but it hasn’t 
been a normal term with the many enforced breaks – there 
was some consternation in Burrator when the children were 
hoodwinked by a spoof letter saying that the DfE wanted the 
time paid back. It was a plot thought up by Miss Blackhall, 
aided by Miss Slack, to get the children writing passionate 
letters to the DfE arguing for or against the idea – although, 
when they started telling the younger children that they too 
would have to come in, Miss Blackhall had to come clean! 
 

'...at the heart of civilisation is the family centred in 
marriage between a man and a woman that remains open 
to the gift of new life in children." (JPII Letter to Families 
1994) We are volunteers trained to teach the Billings 
Ovulation Method [BOM] of fertility regulation to Catholic 
and engaged couples.  The BOM is a scientifically proven 
method, fully compatible with Church teaching on 
marriage and family life. We teach across the diocese 
including marriage preparation in conjunction with the 
Smart Loving programme.  We are looking to train women 
who have some experience or basic knowledge of NFP, 
or of using NFP, or who would be willing to learn and use 
this method themselves. There is an initial full day training 
session (a Saturday) after which training will be via 10 
correspondence modules, over 10 consecutive months. 
There is a discretionary cost of £250 covering all teaching 
resources and teaching, BUT do not let money put you off! 
This can be waived on appeal. For more information: 
Christine Hudson - 07742320717  

Dublin, Ireland, has been chosen by Pope Francis to host 
the next World Meeting of Families from 21-26 August 
2018, guided by the theme “The Gospel of the Family: Joy 
for the World”.   
Held every three years, this major international event 
brings together families from across the world to celebrate, 
pray and reflect upon the central importance of marriage 
and the family as the cornerstone of our lives, of society 
and of the Church.  
It was announced last Wednesday that Pope Francis 
himself will attend the meeting and will preside at the final 
Mass.  More info: https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/  
 

Families in the parish are again invited to an Easter Egg 
Hunt at the Smiths’ family home near Buckfastleigh on 
Easter Monday morning.    For catering purposes please 
will everyone who would 
like to come contact Erika 
or Kathy on 01364 642195.  As usual there will be a range 
of activities and plenty 
 of parking space in the  
fairly extensive grounds.    

 
The Diocese of Plymouth is looking to appoint the following 
position: 
Parish Secretary (part time) – 1 post 
Location: Our Lady & St. Patrick, Glendaragh Road, 
Teignmouth TQ14 8PH 
Salary: £9.00 per hour rising to £9.50 per hour with April 
pay review 
Hours: 25 hours per week 
The Parish Secretary will manage the administrative, 
secretarial support and the office resources required to 
ensure the smooth running of the Parish and to enable the 
Parish Priest to carry out his Diocesan responsibilities.  
The post-holder will be required to have secretarial or 
administrative experience and will require good 
organisational skills together with experience of Microsoft 
Office and excellent interpersonal skills. 
Copies of the job description, person specification and 
application form are obtainable by calling Jan Holton on 
01364 645383 or by emailing recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk.  
The last date for the receipt of applications will be Monday 
16 April and interviews will be held on Monday 23 April at 
Our Lady & St. Patrick. 

 


