
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Annunciation of 

the Lord 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Stanislaus 
Thursday – 

Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Clare Hodge; Mary Le Hunte Ward; Angela Carey; Dorothea Marriott; Norma Small; Mary 
Moll; Pamela Daly; Ada Sass; Elizabeth Long; Alan Hitchcock; Jules Donn; Gertrude 
Donald; Mary Nicholls; Hilda Hull; Anna Kermigle; Roberta Cumming; Francis Hext; 

 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

8th April, 2018 Second Sunday of Easter Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p. 255 

 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Last Weekend’s Collections  Gift Aided 
Maundy Thursday (the poor of the Holy Land) £98.79 £0.00 
Good Friday (The Holy Places) £217.06 £5.00 
Easter Vigil £109.32 £3.00 
Abbey 9 a.m. £249.09 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £1,146.50 £78.08 

Second £57.51  
Ashburton 10:30am £66.00 £21.92 
South Brent 9.00 a.m. £110.00 £53.00 

Added value through gift aid  £45.25 
 

Make the Most of Life. 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast Abbey from July 2nd to 5th for young 
people who are currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop Mark wants to hear your views 
in preparation for the international Synod.  If you are in a Diocesan school you 
should know about this event but if not, and you would like to be part of it then 
please contact Fiona Hutchings on fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for further 
details.   
 RUN TO THE SON: Friday 22nd - Sunday 

24th June, Buckfast Abbey. For the second year 
running, a weekend of prayer and inspiration to help 
equip you for mission. Main features include:- a day 
of growth in discipleship led by Fr. Oscar Ardila, a 
night vigil of prayer welcoming the dawn in the 
splendour of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel and a 
sunrise Mass with Bishop Mark. Tickets £50 inclusive 
of food and camping facilities. (Other accommodation 
available at additional cost). Booking forms and more 
detail available online at  www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-
the-son or contact St. Peter’s parish, Plymouth 01752 
701660 if you have any queries. 
 

In addition to Sunday, Mass will be 
celebrated in Ashburton on 
Wednesday 11th April at 10 a.m. 

Congratulations to the Churches 
Together in South Brent for raising 
£351 for South Brent & District Caring 
during their weekly Lent Hunger 
Lunches. 
 

In addition to the Millennium Mass for the parish on 25th August, you are welcome 
to apply for tickets for the Mass on 24th May which are now available. The Bishops 
of England and Wales, the priests of the Diocese and representatives of local 
parishes have been invited to attend this celebration. 
Unfortunately, Cardinal Nichols is not able to preside at this Mass and we are 
very pleased that Francis Cardinal Arinze, Prefect Emeritus of the Congregation 
for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments has agreed to come over 
from Rome to do so.  
If you would like a ticket please contact Mrs Lesley Clark, the Millennium 
Secretary, stating your name and address and any dietary requirements either by 
email  lclark@buckfast.org.uk /by post to the Abbey offices/in person after the 
10.30 Mass on Sunday in the Abbey church. Applications must be received by 
April 23rd since space is limited. 

 

Sacristans, altar servers, readers, 
musicians and singers, cleaners and 
flower arrangers; these are among the 
many people to whom we are so 
grateful for helping to make our 
Easter liturgy so beautiful and 
spiritual.  By way of thanks and 
celebration, around the newsletter are 
some photos of the beautiful flower 
displays and art around the parish; 
Ashburton and Buckfastleigh 
churches will feature next weekend. 
 

“Jesus Christ did not come into this 
world to make bad people good; He 
came into this world to make dead 
people live.” 

Lee Strobel 
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Share the Journey - taking action in solidarity with people fleeing war, 
persecution, natural disaster and poverty.  
Pope Francis has launched Share the Journey, a new global campaign 
for the rights of people on the move. He reminds us: “Christ asks us to 
welcome our brothers and sister migrants and refugees with arms wide 
open”.   
 

The Share the Journey Exhibition (first shown in the Houses of 
Parliament) will be at Buckfast Abbey for two weeks from 27th April until 
13th May. 
 

Join Bishop Mark at Buckfast Abbey on Saturday 5th May 2018 at 1pm- 
4.30pm for a Share the Journey Afternoon to reflect, pray and find out 
how we can take action in solidarity with migrants and refugees. Be 
inspired by speakers Bishop Mark, Libby Abbott of CAFOD and Nick 
Hanrahan of Jesuit Refugee Service UK. Be resourced, share ideas and 
make plans.   For further information contact Mary Conway 
mary.conway@prcdtr.org.uk or Simon Giarchi sgiarchi@cafod.org.uk  

 
For faith, life and peace in the British Isles 
Jesus said: Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst 
of them.  We will surround the coasts of our 
Isles with prayer and encircle them with a 
Living Rosary for Life, Faith and Peace at 3pm 
on 29th April.    
 A group of parishioners from Our Lady Star of 
the Sea Catholic Church, Brixham, and friends 
from other parishes, in union with groups 
throughout the u.k. will be saying the Rosary 
on April 29th at 3pm at Broadsands Beach or 
on the coastal path behind the beach huts. 
(This is a grassy area but may be muddy.) 
Large car park, which is pay and 
display/toilets/level walk to beach/nearby 
restaurant (may be closed due to 
renovations). If the weather is wet we will meet 
in Our Lady Star of the Sea parish hall.    More 
info: https://www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk/  
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land February 2019  
Bookings are coming in for this pilgrimage to be led by Bishop Mark from 
the 18th to 25th February next year. Completed booking forms and 
deposits need to be received before the 18th April this year. To request an 
itinerary and booking form, please contact Pilgrimage People on 0800 
6123423 (info@pilgrimagepeople.org) quoting Ref: PLYM01.  
 

We will be travelling from Luton airport and options for transport to and 
from the airport will be available.  
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on 
Marriage based on the Sunday Readings  
Doubt no longer 
Sometimes we are asked to trust our spouse 
implicitly despite the doubts that plague us.  
Can we believe them when something really 
important depends on it?  Thomas needed 
proof of Jesus’ wounds before believing.  
Jesus said: “Happy are those who have not 
seen and yet believe [and]…Doubt no longer 
but believe.” It’s important to believe and to 
decide to trust. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

School has been quiet with the children away on the first week of the 
Easter holiday. Quiet, but not entirely deserted, as the Abbey Garden's 
Department have been busy doing that "behind the scenes" stuff that they 
do. Amongst other things, they have wood chipped the woodland paths, 
ready for the new sessions of Outdoor Education that the Abbey 
Education Department help us with, and they have cut the grass, hopefully 
ready for a few sunny days when the children can enjoy their play times 
on the field. Meanwhile in the school, staff have been tackling things like 
the Science stock cupboard, or to describe it more accurately, dumping 
ground / hidey hole! This is quite a brave thing to try to tidy - not only can 
you not get your feet in the door to start with but in there there are bound 
to be a few chunky spiders, not to mention mice, of whom some 
unsavoury evidence has already been seen. There is also the fact that 
there are lots of useful things in there along with a lot of "tat", for want of 
a better word. The tricky thing is that one person's tat can be another 
person's treasured item - I think I have mentioned before the 
consternation and upset involved when one member of staff threw away 
another member of staff's papier-mâché dinosaur that they had worked 
hard to create. Hopefully, there will be some things left in the cupboard 
when we return - it has not been completely empty for many years, 
although at one time it was the Headteacher's office. Unfortunately it is no 
wider than a corridor and I remember that any meetings had to be held 
sitting in a line. My office was the cupboard next door (now the Art 
stockroom) but I had the bigger "corridor" as I had more paperwork to 
store! Ah, those were NOT the days! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
  

 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
God loves each of us as if there were only 
one of us.  St. Augustine 

 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A doctor had a problem with a leak in his bathroom plumbing that became bigger and bigger. 
Even though it was 2 a.m., the doctor decided to phone his plumber. 
“For Pete’s sake, Doc,” he wailed, “this is some time to wake a guy.” 
“Well,” the doctor answered testily, “you’ve never hesitated to call me in the middle of the 
night with a medical problem.  Now it just happens that I’ve got a plumbing emergency.” 
There was a moment’s silence.  Then the plumber spoke up, “Right you are, Doc,” he agreed. 
“Tell me what is wrong.” 
The doctor explained about the leak in the bathroom. 
“I tell you what to do,” the plumber offered. 
“Every four hours take two aspirins and drop them down the pipe.” 
“If the problem hasn’t cleared up by morning, phone me at the office!”   
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