
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This weekend we will have one of our second 
collections for the Parish Syria Appeal. 

 

 

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call  
 

01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday  St. Joseph the 

Worker 
Wednesday St. Athanasius 
Thursday Ss. Philip & 

James 
Friday All Martyrs of 

England & Wales 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Joseph Moll; Fr. Eugene Reynolds; Robert Fox; George Crook; Greta Tench; Joy Nunn; 
Samuel Sproston; Dom John Stephan; Marcelle Bickford; Msgr. Anthony Gilby; Kevin Smyth; 

Emma Strickland; Maude Whately; George Daire; Phyllis Bromage;   
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

29th April, 2018 Fifth Sunday of Easter Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p. 264 

 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Make the Most of Life. 
The Diocese is offering 
an event at Buckfast 
Abbey from July 2nd to 
5th for young people 
who are currently in 
Year 12 or 13. Bishop 
Mark wants to hear 
your views in 
preparation for the 
international Synod.  If 
you are in a Diocesan 
school you should 
know about this event 
but if not, and you 
would like to be part of 
it then please contact 
Fiona Hutchings on 
fiona.hutchings@prcdtr
.org.uk  for further 
details.   
 

There will be a private viewing for members of the parish of “The 
Monastic Way,” the new exhibition/experience at the Abbey charting 
the history and spirituality of the Benedictines, on Wednesday 2nd 
May from 6.30p.m.-8 p.m. For free tickets please contact Lesley 
Clark at lclark@buckfast.org.uk or phone the Abbey offices on 
01364 645500 
The Abbey is recruiting permanent stewards for this facility, who will 
work 4 hour shifts on a flexible basis.  If you are is interested please 
contact recruitment@buckfast.org.uk for further information.  
Closing date 29th April. 
 

 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £79.56 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £566.07 £63.08 

Second £27.20  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £17.00 £52.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £48.58 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £23.00 £57.00 

   £52.96 
 

The next in Fr Christopher’s series of Quiet days 
in 2018 will take place on Saturday 12th May in the 
Violet Evelyn Hall at the Southgate Retreat 
Centre. The subject of this Quiet Day is: Jesus 
said ‘Love your enemies’, is this at all possible? 
The day begins with tea & coffee at 10.00am and 
runs until 3.00pm. Mass will be celebrated as part 
of the day and there will be an opportunity for quiet 
prayer, group discussions and confession. The 
cost remains at £15, to include refreshments and 
a light lunch.  Further details 01364 645532 
warden@buckfast.org.uk  
 

 
A tragic day: on 27th April 1968 the 
abortion law which was passed in 67, 
came into effect. The Little Act we’d 
encourage you all to do today is share 
this image. It is time to stop this tragedy. 
8.8 million lives too many. 

 

Vocations Weekend for young women (20s and 30s):  Discerning God's Call in my life.  
Dates: 25-27 May 2018. Location: Liverpool. Input by sisters who are the Faithful 
Companions of Jesus on different aspects of vowed life, and time for prayer, reflection and 
discussion with other young women who are also considering a vocation to religious life. 
For more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ at lynnefcj@hotmail.com  or visit our website 
www.fcjsisters.org  
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“He fills your mouth  
with laughter and your  
lips with rejoicing”  
(Job 8:21) 

A driver tucked this note under the windscreen wiper of his car: “I’ve circled 
the block for 20 minutes.  I’m late for an appointment and if I don’t park here 
I’ll lose my job. ‘Forgive us our trespasses.’” 
When he came back he found a parking ticket and this note: “I’ve circled the 
block for 20 years, and if I don’t give you a ticket, I’ll lose my job.  ‘Lead us not 
into temptation!’” 

--------------- 
Cheerful people, the doctors say, resist disease better than glum ones.  In 
other words, the surly bird catches the germ. 
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage 
based on the Sunday Readings  
 

Listening and discerning together 
Jesus says: “Whoever remains in me bears fruit in 
plenty.”  Listening to Our Lord is essential for our 
fruitfulness. This can depend on how well we make the 
time to listen to each other, to discern together.  Often 
God speaks to us through our spouse; some say ‘the 
closer we are to each other, the closer we are to God’. 
 

RUN TO THE SON: Friday 22nd - Sunday 
24th June, Buckfast Abbey. A day of growth in 
discipleship led by Fr. Oscar Ardila, a night vigil of 
prayer welcoming the dawn in the splendour of the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel and a sunrise Mass with 
Bishop Mark. Tickets £50 inclusive of food and 
camping facilities. Info & booking online 
at  www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son or contact St. 
Peter’s parish, Plymouth 01752 701660  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Whilst Meldon, Venford and Fernworthy are busy 
learning about bugs, buses and (light) bulbs, in that 
order, the year 6 children in Burrator are facing yet 
more practice tests and last minute revision as the KS2 
SATs loom ahead of us. They lie a mere eight school 
days away and we will all be glad when they are over. 
Once they are, the year 6 children will be enjoying the 
outdoor education sessions with the rest of the school. 
Since the area was cleared just over two years ago and 
fire pits dug and mud kitchens created, the children 
have had hours of fun and learning in there. Alison and 
Anna, from the Abbey Education Department, are once 
again leading the sessions this year and helping the 
children work towards their “Owl-wise” awards. I have 
yet to hear any of the children complain when they set 
off or return – no matter how wet, cold, windy or just 
generally unpleasant the weather is – which cannot be 
said for maths or English lessons on many an 
occasion! The exception to this is the maths lesson 
which is led by one of the Exeter Chiefs who currently 
comes each Tuesday to teach maths to Fernworthy, 
followed by a tag rugby session. I presume the maths 
extends a little further than how many penalties you 
have to score to beat a try and a conversion but that in 
itself is a useful skill if you intend to become a rugby 
player. Unfortunately, the last two Tuesday mornings 
have been particularly cold and wet for the tag rugby 
sessions. The first week, we had to have a long row of 
socks drying in the boiler room in an effort to avoid a 
mass flu outbreak brought on by wearing wet socks 
through the whole day. This week we had the added 
“bonus” that the grass had also been cut and some 
socks were not just wet but green and “hairy” with 
grass as well.  I know Mrs Kerswell and the rest of the 
staff in her class will be hoping for a bit of sunshine this 
Tuesday, just for a change! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
  

 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

Share the Journey - taking action in 
solidarity with people fleeing war, 
persecution, natural disaster and poverty.  
The Share the Journey Exhibition is now 
in the Abbey until 13th May.  Join Bishop 
Mark at Buckfast Abbey on Saturday 5th 
May 2018 at 1pm- 4.30pm for a Share the 
Journey Afternoon to reflect, pray and find 
out how we can take action in solidarity 
with migrants and refugees. For further 
information contact Mary Conway 
mary.conway@prcdtr.org.uk or Simon 
Giarchi sgiarchi@cafod.org.uk  

Religions provide hope, meaning and models of behaviour that 
have been proven to promote health, healing and long life, said 
speakers at a Vatican meeting. 
The fourth “Unite to Cure Conference,” co-sponsored by the 
Pontifical Council for Culture, brought hundreds of physicians, 
researchers and health-care executives to the Vatican April 26-
28 for a discussion about new medical technology, the future of 
medicine and practical steps to promote health and health care 
treatment around the world. 
Dr. Mehmet Oz, the U.S. television host and professor of surgery, 
moderated a panel discussion on “The Culture of Life and 
Religious Influence on Health” and began by asking the panelists 
about the role of faith, and especially prayer, on healing. 
Jesuit Father Kevin T. FitzGerald, a geneticist and professor of 
ethics at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., said there 
is a difference in praying for a specific outcome and praying, “‘Thy 
will be done,’ but a hopeful ‘thy will be done,'” or, in other words, 
expressing trust in “a merciful, loving God who has your best 
interests at heart.” 
Dr. Dale G. Renlund, a cardiologist and member of the Quorum 
of the Twelve Apostles of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, told the conference, “Everyone faces difficulties; rain, 
wind and floods come to everybody, and the real thing religion 
can do is one can pray for strength to be able to go through it and 
get the help that one needs.” 
Rabbi Edward Reichman, a physician and professor of 
emergency medicine at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
at Yeshiva University in New York, said, “there is no question that 
religion is an integral part of healing” when the patient is a 
believer. But also essential, he said, are the practices and 
teachings of religion that encourage a healthy lifestyle, including 
rest, social interactions and diet. 
Oz told the conference that studies conducted around the world 
repeatedly list “having a faith” as one of the variables for human 
longevity. 
Mormons, Renlund said, received what they believe was a 
revelation from God in 1833 providing a health code that 
“includes no alcohol, tobacco, coffee, tea” and urged eating 
“meat sparingly and a reliance on vegetables, fruits and grains.” 
Studies conducted at the University of California Los Angeles 
beginning in the 1980s found that Mormons live longer than their 
peers, he said. A practicing Mormon man lives an average of 7.3 
years longer, and 1.5 of those years “were due to abstinence from 
tobacco,” he said. 
Oz also asked the panelists to address the issue of high moral 
standards, religious guilt and the possibility that it could lead to 
depression, a belief that illness is punishment or even suicide. 
The message from heaven, Renlund said, is not that “because 
I’ve made a mistake, I’m now worthless,” but rather that “you can 
change, you can up your game.” 
 “The gift of mercy is what God wants to give us,” FitzGerald said. 
“We are going to screw up. It’s in our DNA and that one we are 
not going to be able fix with CRISPR,” an acronym for a new 
gene-editing technology that experts at the conference were to 
discuss later.    www.cruxnow.com  
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