
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call  

01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – 
Wednesday Feria 

Thursday Ascension of the 
Lord 

Friday Abbots of Cluny 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Frederick Gould; Rose Smith; Josef Hogbin; Beatrice Seaton; Patrick Jennings; Emily Cutten; 
Beryl Beard; Mary Channing; Lavinia Ash; Margaret Winstanley; Wingrave Tench;  

Donald  Beard; Dom John Kraft; Montagu Godfrey; Charles Walmsley; Leslie Deane;  
Dom Charles Norris; Beatrice Bebenek;    

 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

6th May, 2018 Sixth Sunday of Easter Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p. 266 

 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Last week’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £52.85 £34.00 £92.86 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £259.15 £48.08 £114.83 £525.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £14.20 £42.85 £11.00 £25.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £35.10 £33.92 £24.82 £22.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £18.80 £43.00 £40.10 £112.00 

   £50.46   £171.00 
Thank you, once again, for your generous support of the Parish Syria Appeal.  This time, including gift 
aid, your donations totalled £1,138.61  

A message from CAFOD: 
Thank you for your support to our Lent Fast Day appeal. 
Donations to CAFOD until 12 May will be doubled by the UK 
Government. We have planned a £5 million programme to 
combat malnutrition - and with it we hope to be able to reach 
245,000 people. But we need the full amount of match funding 
to make it happen. You can help us reach the full amount 
needed for this crucial programme. We still have some way 
to go yet! To donate please go  
to cafod.org.uk/lent  

Next Sunday, 13th May, is World Communications Day. 
Please take a prayer card from the back of church 

On this day, Catholics are encouraged to pray for all 
those professionals who work in the field of 
Communications. A particular intention for prayer is for 
those who are responsible for communicating on behalf 
of the Catholic Church in this country. 
The communications office of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of England and Wales supports the 
bishops, in their witness and engagement with current 
issues, and the Church more widely in promoting the 
Gospel through digital, social, print and broadcast 
media.  
Recently, the Communications Office played a key role 
in securing a special investigation into the scourge of 
modern slavery with the Evening Standard and the 
Independent.  They also developed and built a new 
digital initiative called the Art of Dying Well 
www.artofdyingwell.org aimed at helping terminally ill 
people and their loved ones deal with death.  It has been 
described in the Guardian as ‘contributing to society’s 
wellbeing. 
The office is the central point for media enquiries and is 
a key resource for national and international media 
professionals. It also plays an important role in 
developing the public profile of the Church through word 
and image.  
The Catholic Church celebrates World Communications 
Day on 13th May in 2018, when we are asked to pray for 
those who work in the media and when a second 
collection is taken after Mass to fund this important 
work.  You can also donate at 
  http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/donate-wcd 
 

The Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales have decided 
that from this year the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 
will revert to being celebrated on the Thursday after the Sixth 
Sunday of Easter.  This year that is this coming Thursday, 10th 
May.  It is a Holyday of Obligation and Holy Mass will be 
celebrated in this parish as follows: 
 

Ashburton 10 a.m. 
Buckfast Abbey 12.05 p.m. (No Mass at 8 a.m.) 
South Brent 7.30 p.m. 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The April draw took place on Friday 27th April, but Fr. Francis 
forgot to put the results in last week’s newsletter. The lucky 
winners are:   

1st Prize (£25)  No. 47  Mr. Kevin Watermann 
2nd Prize (£15)  No. 75 Mr. M. Adderley 
3rd Prize (£9)  No. 40  Mrs. Babs Kiehne 

 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form 
please contact Fr. Francis 01364 645526 or 
parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

 

 

mailto:parish@buckfast.org.uk
http://cafod.org.uk/lent
http://www.artofdyingwell.org/
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/donate-wcd
mailto:parish@buckfast.org.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” 
(Job 8:21) 
 

A skinflint was looking for a gift for a friend.  Everything was 
too expensive except for a glass vase that had been broken 
and he could purchase for almost nothing.  He asked the shop 
to send it, hoping his friend would think it had been broken in 
transit. 
In due time he received a thank-you note: “Thanks for the 
vase,” it read.  “It was so thoughtful of you to wrap each piece 
separately.” 

__________ 
 
A minor operation is one performed on somebody else. 

Make the Most of Life. 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast Abbey from 
July 2nd to 5th for young people who are currently in Year 
12 or 13. Bishop Mark wants to hear your views in 
preparation for the international Synod.  If you are in a 
Diocesan school you should know about this event but 
if not, and you would like to be part of it then please 
contact Fiona Hutchings for further details on 
fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  .   
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage based 
on the Sunday Readings  
Called to reflect God’s love 
”Love one another as I have loved you”.  With these 
words Jesus spells out God’s plan for marriage. As 
husband and wife we are called each day to give our lives 
to each other as completely as we are able. From today 
let us decide to reflect this ‘sign’ of God’s love to our 
children, our family and our friends.  
 
RUN TO THE SON: Friday 22nd - Sunday 
24th June, Buckfast Abbey. A day of growth in 
discipleship led by Fr. Oscar Ardila, a night vigil of 
prayer welcoming the dawn in the splendour of the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel and a sunrise Mass with 
Bishop Mark. Tickets £50 inclusive of food and 
camping facilities. Info & booking online 
at  www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son or contact St. 
Peter’s parish, Plymouth 01752 701660  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Once again on Tuesday, as Fernworthy's tag rugby 
session approached, the clouds darkened and large 
raindrops started to fall! However, the rain came too early 
and, by the time the children went out, the sky cleared 
and they were able to enjoy a relatively dry lesson. We 
will be hoping it is dry all day next Tuesday as the year 6 
children will be going on a "grammar safari" in the 
afternoon. You may remember this is an activity, invented 
by those clever people in the Abbey Education 
Department, when our woodland area is taken over by 
butterflies carrying sounds and snakes wriggling with 
words. The children have to achieve such things as 
crossing ‘crocodile infested’ water by getting their 
spellings right. I shall be interested to see if more 
monkeys on a mission or apes with answers have been 
pressed into service this year. 
Miss Slack has also invented a game for the year 1 
children which relies on their competitive nature and 
could be called "phast phonics". The children are shown 
phonic sounds on flash cards and the first one to say the 
sound wins the card or a point. Unfortunately, the children 
have mistaken fast for loud and the game actually should 
be called "phonics yell". As you can imagine it is not a 
game conducive to the quiet learning of other children 
and for this reason sometimes takes place in my office, 
much to my delight. However, as long as it helps the 
children learn, that is all that counts. Although I don't 
remember the Famous Five or the Secret Seven having 
to resort to such tactics but then I don't remember having 
to know what a fronted adverbial was nor a split vowel 
digraph either but times change. Ironically I haven't seen 
the use of much grammar in any text messages but I am 
sure they still have their place! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
  

 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

The next in Fr Christopher’s series of Quiet days in 2018 will 
take place on Saturday 12th May in the Violet Evelyn Hall at 
the Southgate Retreat Centre. The subject of this Quiet Day 
is: Jesus said ‘Love your enemies’, is this at all possible? The 
day begins with tea & coffee at 10.00am and runs until 3.00pm. 
Mass will be celebrated as part of the day and there will be an 
opportunity for quiet prayer, group discussions and 
confession. The cost remains at £15, to include refreshments 
and a light lunch.  Further details 01364 645532 
warden@buckfast.org.uk  
 

Vocations Weekend for young women (20s and 30s):  
Discerning God's Call in my life.  Dates: 25-27 May 
2018. Location: Liverpool. Input by sisters who are the 
Faithful Companions of Jesus on different aspects of 
vowed life, and time for prayer, reflection and discussion 
with other young women who are also considering a 
vocation to religious life. For more information contact 
Sr Lynne fcJ at lynnefcj@hotmail.com  or visit our 
website www.fcjsisters.org  

Churches Together in Ashburton events: 
• Saturday 12th May - St Mary the Virgin Church, 

Bickington.  
• A concert by the 4tissimo String Quartet commencing at 

7.30 p.m. Tickets from J & P Warren - 01626  821213 or 
on the door 

• Sunday, 13th May at 11.45 a.m. - An invitation to come to 
St Andrews Church hall for a coffee and an opportunity to 
see the video based on Christian Aid. 

• Friday 18th May - St Andrews Church, Ashburton. Orchard 
String Quartet commencing 7.30 p.m. Tickets from Brian 
Lewis - 01364 652768 or on the door. 

• Saturday, 19th May at 5.30 p.m. - a concert by Exeter 
Children's Orchestra at St Andrews church. 

• Saturday, 23rd June  10 - 12 a.m. - Coffee and cake 
morning at the Friends Meeting House.  This is a fund 
raising for Christian Aid. 

 

Please remember to pray for the six young 
people of the parish who are currently  
preparing to receive the Sacrament of  
Confirmation.  Those of them who can are  
spending this weekend at Sclerder Abbey 
near Looe on a mini retreat.  About a dozen 
parishioners are generously supporting them 
by spending Sunday afternoon with them as  
well as spending time in prayer that the Holy 
Spirit will bless them abundantly with His  
gifts. The gratitude of the whole parish must 
also go to Pete, Mike and Erika Smith  
who are guiding the young people in their preparations. 
Bishop Mark will confer the Sacrament on Sunday 10th June at 
9 a.m. in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel at the Abbey.  On 
that day the usual Sunday Masses at 9 a.m. in South Brent 
and 1030 a.m. in Ashburton will be cancelled. 

 
The chapel at 

Sclerder Abbey 
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