
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Mary, Mother  

of the Church 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Our Lady  

of Buckfast 
Friday St. Bede 

Saturday Feria 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Louisa Ash; Elizabeth Bodenham; Joseph Healey; Maurice Turner; Francis Puddicombe; 
Kathleen Ferrero; George Torrington; Dom Richard Rotter; Alan Wakley; John  Henle;  

Agnes Withers; Edith Robinson; John Bissett; 
 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

20th May, 2018 Pentecost Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer I 

Readings p. 286 

 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

This weekend there will be a collection for the sick and retired clergy of 
Plymouth Diocese.  Besides the provision of their accommodation and food, the 
clergy of the diocese receive a small allowance (something like £6,000 per year 
and the Christmas and Easter offerings), so they are not in a position to provide 
for their old age or if they are unable to work through sickness.  There is a fund 
which seeks to make up for this lack and your generosity will help maintain the 
capital from which this assistance is drawn.  Gift aid envelopes are available. 

 

 
(8 – 17 yrs) Sunday 24th June 
Note change of date from 
previous years 

St. Rita’s Centre, Honiton 
1 p.m. – 6.30 p.m. 

Admission £5 
Games, BBQ, Youth Mass 

01837 851438 or 
pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk 

Last week’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £61.70 £25.00 £16.20 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £479.28 £43.08 £97.40 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £18.00 £32.85 £8.00 £0.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £30.86 £38.42 £7.00 £10.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £37.85 £36.60 £35.90 £10.00 

   £43.99   £5.00 
Thank you for your weekly contributions to the running expenses of the parish and also for your 
donations to World Communications Day which, with gift aid, amounted to £189.50. 

 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of 
your faithful and enkindle in them 
the fire of your love.  Send forth 
your Spirit and they shall be 
created, and thou shalt renew the 
face of the earth. 

In March the Vatican announced Pope  
Francis’ decision that the Church  
celebrate the Blessed Virgin Mary in her 
 role as “Mother of the Church” every  
year on the Monday after Pentecost, as  
a way to foster Marian piety and the  
maternal sense of the Church. 
Cardinal Robert Sarah, head of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline 
of the Sacraments, explained: “This celebration will help us to remember that growth in 
the Christian life must be anchored to the Mystery of the Cross, to the oblation of Christ 
in the Eucharistic Banquet and to the Mother of the Redeemer and Mother of the 
Redeemed.” He noted that the “joyous veneration given to the Mother of God by the 
contemporary Church, in light of reflection on the mystery of Christ and on his nature, 
cannot ignore the figure of a woman, the Virgin Mary, who is both the Mother of Christ 
and Mother of the Church.” 
 

Especially on this Feast of the coming of 
the Holy Spirit, please remember to pray for 
the six young people in our parish who are 
preparing to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  May the Spirit fill the hearts 
of Leah, Isaac, Jasmine, Ben, Jerome and 
Edward so that they may be the great 
witnesses to the Resurrection they were 
born to be. 
As mentioned before, the Bishop will confer 
this Sacrament on Sunday 10th June at the 
9 a.m. Mass in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel.  The usual Masses at 9 a.m. in 
South Brent and 10.30 a.m. in Ashburton 
are cancelled on that day. 
One evening during the week beginning 4th 
June there will be a brief rehearsal of the 
Mass, particularly the music.  Watch this 
space for further details, and please come 
along and lift up your voice in praise of God 
and support of our young people. 

Fr. Francis will offer Holy 
Mass this Wednesday at 10 a.m. 
in Our Lady of Lourdes & St. 
Petrock, Ashburton 
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“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing”(Job 8:21) 

Mr. & Mrs. McKickle, vacationing in Rome, were being 
shown through the Colosseum. 
“Now, this room,” said the guide, “is where the slaves 
dressed to fight the lions” 
“But how does one dress to fight lions?” inquired Mr. 
McKickle. 
“Ve-e-e-e-ry slow-w-w-w-w-w-ly!” replied the guide. 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in confidence 

call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage based 
on the Sunday Readings  Differences add richness 
Paul saw the Church as being a corporate body: various 
people, each with unique identities, talents, different 
skills and abilities, all contributing to bringing the Good 
News to others.  Our differences became evident early in 
our marriage; these differences can be problematic or 
add richness to our relationship. The outcome depends 
on whether our choices are selfish or ‘us’ focused. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

As expected, the past week has gone by in a bit of a blur 
as each morning  was tightly scheduled for various 
sittings of the Key Stage 2 SATs tests. Staff had to be on 
their toes as break times and lunch times changed each 
day to accommodate the different timings of tests and 
children had to move silently around the school so as to 
not disturb anyone doing the tests. Unfortunately, just as 
the KS2 tests finished, the KS1 tests began, although 
these are not quite so critical as they serve only to help 
the class teachers assess the children's progress and it 
is these teacher assessments which are reported to the 
government. 
In complete contrast to the intense academic focus for 
the tests, the week ended with a visit to the school by Rob 
Mitchell, a Welsh national high jumper, who came to talk 
to the children about his achievements and hopefully 
inspire them to work hard and follow their dreams. All the 
children, and some of the staff, took part in a training 
session with him and, in doing so, raised sponsorship 
money which was shared between the school and Sports 
for Champions, a charity which supports elite athletes 
who train full time and therefore do not have time to earn 
a living. The session finished on a high (literally!) when 
Rob high jumped over the vaulting horse with Coach 
Jordan lying on top of it! 
On Monday there will be yet another change in pace 
when the children will be given time to reflect and 
consider some of the big issues of the day when they take 
part in an Outdoor Prayer Space. The activities have 
been thought up by the year 5 children, and created by 
Miss Slack, and include such things as a focus on 
homelessness and recycling. Parishioners are 
welcome to visit the Prayer Space and can do so by 
ringing the school (01364 642389) so that staff can 
arrange to let them in to our outdoor learning area. In the 
past, the Prayer Space days have been a powerful tool in 
allowing the children and staff the time and room to think 
about various things, and life in  
general, and this one should be no  
different. If you have never  
experienced a Prayer Space,  
please try to visit the school on  
Monday between about 9.30am  
and 4.00 pm. We look forward to  
welcoming you. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 

Plymouth Diocese Job Vacancy 
Finance Manager (full time) – 1 post 
Location: St. Boniface House near Ashburton. Salary: £30,000 
Hours: 35 hours per week, pension scheme and life cover 
We are seeking to recruit a part qualified or fully qualified 
CCAB accountant for the Central Finance Office located in 
Ashburton. The person must have sound technical accounting 
knowledge and, ideally, with experience of supervising a 
Finance team in providing effective and efficient financial 
services within a corporate setting or in a medium-sized charity 
setting. Copies of the job description and person specification 
can be obtained from the Tracey Fuller on 01364 645455 or 
email recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk.  Applications are by CV or 
application form and covering letter.  The last date for 
applications is Monday 18 June 2018.  Interviews will be held 
on Wednesday 27 June 2018 at St. Boniface House. 
 
 Job Vacancy – Plymouth CAST Multi-Academy Trust 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND CATHOLIC LIFE ADVISER 

 (Full-time, permanent role) - £35-40K, based at St. 
Boniface House, Ashburton, Devon, with frequent travel 

throughout the Diocese of Plymouth. 
The is a key role within the Trust and will focus on:- 
Enhancing the Catholic life of our schools, in particular by 
developing religious education, collective worship, chaplaincy 
and readiness for Section 48 inspection.  
Supporting our schools in providing appropriate personal and 
professional development opportunities for all adults with faith 
formation responsibilities. 
Supporting our schools in developing their understanding of 
Catholic ethos and their contribution to the mission and 
ministry of the Catholic Church.  
To request an application form and job description, please 
email admin@plymouthcast.org.uk, sending completed forms 
to admin@plymouthcast.org.uk  or by post to Karen Grute, 
Plymouth CAST, St Boniface House, Ashburton, Devon TQ13 
7JL.  Closing date Thursday 24th May 2018 midday. Potential 
interview date 31st May 2018 at St Boniface House, Ashburton, 
Devon. 
 
 

Telling Tales –Have you ever wanted to use stories in your 
church, youth or school setting but feel you lack the skills and 
confidence? Then this is the workshop for you. As part of the 
Buckfast Abbey Storytelling Festival, storyteller and heritage 
education consultant Elizabeth Baker will be running and 
interactive and fun workshop to give you the tools you need. 
Saturday 7th July 10.00am-12.00pm. To book please go to 
https://www.buckfast.org.uk/whats-on . There’s a small charge 
for this course, however the rest of the Festival for families and 
people of all ages will be entirely free as part of the Buckfast 
Abbey Millennium celebrations. Two days of fun with some of 
the best Christian storytellers around. Saturday and Sunday 7th-
8th July.  
 

Catholic Summer Conferences 
Would you like to know a little more about Catholic thinking, 
about how to grow in the spiritual life, how to begin to respond 
in love to those difficult questions about Catholic belief? The 
School of the Annunciation is offering four short conferences 
this summer at Buckfast Abbey - two in Spiritual Theology, one 
in Philosophy, and one in Apologetics answering difficult 
questions of our time. Application forms can be downloaded 
from the School's website www.schooloftheannunciation.com 
or you can call the School direct - 01364 645660 
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