
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call 
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday St. Romuald 

Wednesday St. Alban 
Thursday St. Aloysius Gonzaga 

Friday Ss. John Fisher &  
Thomas More 

Saturday Holy Nuns of England 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

John Walsh; Henry Cavalier; Mary Stones; Rosamund Carus; Grace Retallack;  
Francis Hasslacher; John Heurtley; Bessie Brook; Rosemary Reynolds; Frances Hale; 

Francis Cawley; Dorothy Modley; Maureen  Grassby; Victor Ely;  
Stanislaw Marshall; Jeremiah Pyne; 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

17th June, 2018 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time Eucharistic prayer II Readings p.95 
 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £217.00 £62.10 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £196.89 £43.08 

Second £15.92  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £22.00 £25.00 

Added value through gift aid  £25.80 
 

Today Sunday, 17th June, is the annual 
Day for Life.  This year it will focus on all 
those who are suffering or have survived 
human trafficking and modern slavery. It 
provides an opportunity to pray, reflect, 
and to choose the ways in which action, 
as well as practical and emotional support 
can ensure the dignity of human life is 
upheld at every stage of a person's life. 

Many people do not have life to the full because they are traded as objects 
and not recognised as persons. The Santa Marta Group is an initiative of 
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, set up in 2014, 
which brings the church, the police and local community together to combat 
human trafficking globally. Please visit www.santamartagroup.com  
You are invited to support the crucial work of Day for Life by your generosity 
to the second collection this weekend. This enables the Church to fund the 
Anscombe Bioethics Centre as well as projects which work to protect life at 
every stage and in every condition. 
You can also donate at www.dayforlife.org  
 

 

Bishop Mark arrived by 8.30 as planned, to meet the six young people who 
were to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  He told Fr. Francis 
afterwards how impressed he was by their maturity of spirit and the thought 
they had put into preparing for this day.  A beautiful liturgy followed, animated 
by all in the parish who had come to support our young people with their 
presence, their music, their singing, the beautiful flowers.  In his homily 
Bishop Mark compared the work of the Holy Spirit to his father teaching him 
how to swim: when he was ready to do it himself his father took his hand 
away, but he was always there, ready to hold him up if he started to sink.  The 
parishioners’ support for our young people, and especially that of their 
sponsors, was just such a work of the Holy Spirit. 
After Mass, many of us took up Kevin Vickers’ suggestion that we walk to our 
celebratory breakfast on a longer route and use this to take part in CAFOD’s 
Share the Journey campaign.  In this way, as we looked forward to our treat, 
we didn’t forget the refugees and exiles in the world who don’t know where 
their next meal will come from. 
Then we arrived at the magnificent spread prepared for us by Mark and his 
staff at the Grange Restaurant.  (continued over) 

What a wonderful moment in the life of 
the parish was the Confirmation Mass & 
social event last Sunday. A few photos 
may help to evoke the joy of that time of 
grace and the Holy Spirit:  

 
How did we all manage to arrive well 
before 9 a.m., spruced up and full of 
beans?  The Holy Spirit gave wings to 
our feet! 

 
 

 

http://www.santamartagroup.com/
http://www.dayforlife.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing”(Job 8:21) 
 

Mark Twain was once trapped by a bore who 
lectured him about the hereafter: “Do you realize 
that every time I exhale, some poor soul leaves this 
world and passes on to the great beyond?” 
 

“Really?” responded Twain, “Why don’t you try 
chewing cloves?” 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage 
based on the Sunday Readings:   
The seed that grows to become a shelter 
Each of us has a ‘seed’ of love in us at our birth. This 
is fostered as we grow to value others through our 
relationships. Learning to love ourselves and each 
other more deeply helps our seeds of love to swell. 
Eventually our unified love becomes a ‘shelter’ for 
our children, our families and all those whose lives 
we touch. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Science Week was a great success with the children getting 
some "hands on" experience of various scientific topics - for 
Burrator (our ten and eleven year olds) it was probably a little 
too close for comfort for some. Their class is studying the 
body and, in particular, blood and circulation. Therefore, their 
experiments involved looking closely at the heart .... Miss 
Blackhall, their teacher, duly handed out aprons, masks, 
goggles and gloves and once the whole class looked like a 
bunch of mad professors, started to hand out plastic hearts 
to each waiting pair of children. When she had run out of 
those, she continued on, without a break in her stride, to hand 
out real hearts! The children then took to their tasks with 
various degrees of enthusiasm and comfort breaks for fresh 
air! They will certainly never forget that lesson and I am sure 
they will have a far better understanding of how their hearts 
work than just looking at a book or watching a video. 
Elsewhere, our little astronauts in Meldon were making 
"stomp rockets". This involves making light weight rocket 
shaped items from such useful things as toilet roll innards and 
launching them high into the air with the use of various bits of 
pipe and tubing. After working on the rockets all week, the 
finale was a demonstration in assembly. Miss Haworth, the 
class teacher, did alarm the other teachers by donning full 
protective scientist gear for the experiment but the rocket 
launched successfully, reaching the hall ceiling before 
dropping back to earth to great applause. Another memorable 
lesson for the children! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
  

 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

The Gift of the Holy Eucharist 
It was a delight to see twenty people arrive for the first of our sessions on 
the Holy Eucharist.  We were guided to a fuller appreciation of Jesus’ 
promise that he will be with us always using materials prepared to aid our 
prayer, reflection and discussion.  All were able contribute in the manner 
with which they were comfortable, by reading to us, by sharing their 
reflections and experiences, or simply by being present and attentive and 
perhaps sharing their thoughts over a hot drink at the end of the evening 
together.  The sessions stand alone, so all are welcome to join in the others.  
Each one begins at 7.15 p.m. in the parish meeting room at the Abbey 
(please contact Fr. Francis for directions): 

Friday 22nd June The Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist 
Wednesday 27th June The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
Wednesday 4th July Sacred Banquet, Spiritual Food 
Wednesday 11th July Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Wednesday 18th July Love one another as I have loved you 

 
  

(8 – 17 yrs) Sunday 24th June 
 

St. Rita’s Centre, Honiton 
1 p.m. – 6.30 p.m. 

Admission £5 
Games, BBQ, Youth Mass 

01837 851438 or 
pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk 

Tickets are now available for the next 
Millennium service on July 11 at 3 p.m. to 
celebrate the Feast of St Benedict. A civic 
and ecumenical service of Vespers 
followed by afternoon tea. Contact 
lclark@buckfast.org.uk 
NB This is in addition to the Mass for the 
parish on 25th August. If you have applied 
for this it hasn’t been overlooked; tickets 
will be issued closer to the day. 

 
• A day of growth in discipleship led by 

Fr. Oscar Ardila,  
• A night vigil of prayer welcoming the 

dawn in the splendour of the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel 

• A sunrise Mass with Bishop Mark.  
Tickets £50 inclusive of food and 
camping facilities. Info & booking online 
at: www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son  
or St. Peter’s parish, 01752 701660  

Parish 
Priest:  
Fr. 

Francis 
Straw;  
01364 

645526; 
parish@b
uckfast.or

g.uk 

Bacon rolls, vegetarian sausages, Danish pastries, fresh 
fruit platter, all awaited us.  What was most special, of 
course, was the sense of unity, joy, celebration, 
companionship and appreciation of every person, which 
the social gave us room to express.   
I hope the look on my face in the third photo gives ample 
expression to that feeling, as well, perhaps, as my relief 
that, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, I hadn’t messed up 
and my delight at how everyone involved came up 
trumps. 
Thank you to Bishop Mark for gracing us with his 
presence and ministering the Holy Spirit to our young 
people.  Thank you to all who gave their utmost to a 
heartfelt and worthy worship of God.  Thank you to 
everyone who fed us and cleared up afterwards.  Thank 
you to Michael Luke who made such a wonderful 
photographic record of the day.  Thank you especially to 
Pete, Mike and Erika, for guiding our young people as 
they prepared for this sacrament over the last few 
months.  And thank you most especially to Jasmine, 
Leah, Izaac, Edward, Ben and Jerome, for applying 
themselves so well to this process despite competition for 
their attention from school and elsewhere, and for 
presenting themselves to God and desiring that the Holy 
Spirit comes powerfully into their lives. 
To see further photos of the day please visit the parish 
Facebook page by searching for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
(you don’t have to be signed up to Facebook to gain 
access) 
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