
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday - Saturday  Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Alice Howard; Gladys Fennessy; Trixie Northcote; Peggy Mitchell; Francis Vaughan; 
John Harrington; Stephanie Litster; Meryl Trude; Maddie Page-Dove; Violet Thompson; 
Stanley Lane; Jean Hext; Mary Smyth; Edward Canon Burke; Francis Cahusac; Annie 

Mottram; Abbot Bruno Fehrenbacher; Frank Lock; David Williams; Colin Ford; 
Florence Mallins; Sheila Wakley; Harold Witt; John Cotter; Dom Dominic Maier; 

Florence Keen; Norman Devonport; 
May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

14th July, 2018 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic prayer II Readings p.106 
 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

The Gift of the Holy Eucharist 
All are welcome to attend these sessions. Each one begins at 7.15 p.m. in 
the parish meeting room at the Abbey (please contact Fr. Francis for 
directions): 

Wednesday 18th July Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Time tbc Love one another as I have loved you 

 
 

PP: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Resources for Catechists with 
Bishop Mark O’Toole 
For anyone interested in passing on the 
faith, especially those involved in 
sacramental preparation for 
reconciliation, eucharist for children and 
parents, RCIA and children’s 
liturgy.  Some of the best resources 
available will be presented by expert 
practitioners from around the 
country.  Saturday, July 28th, 2.30-
4.30pm, Southgate Retreat Centre, 
Buckfast Abbey.  Free entry. 
 

Last week’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £42.80 £15.00 £43.55 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £210.24 £33.08 £40.90 £35.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £5.00 £30.00 £0.00 £11.50 
Ashburton 10:30am £29.85 £27.92 £33.90 £7.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £33.00 £28.00 £23.00 £20.00 

   £33.50   £18.38 
Thank you for your donations to the Apostleship of the Sea which, with gift aid, comes to 
£233.23 

To all parishioners: 
 

Abbot David and the Monks 
invite you to a 

Barbecue and Hog Roast 
Friday 20th July 

7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
at the Abbey on the meadow 

by the river 
 
If you intend to accept the invitation you 
must write by Tuesday 17th July to Karen 
Laidler at Buckfast Abbey, Buckfastleigh 
TQ11 OEE or email: 
klaidler@buckfast.org.uk  

It was a really great joy last Friday to celebrate a Holy Mass at 5 .30 p.m. at 
which six young pupils of our parish school made their First Holy 
Communion.  Sophia, Madeleine, Esme, Olivia, Thomas and Honey-Rose 
were very well prepared for this beautiful moment in their lives by their 
dedicated Headteacher, Miss Slack together with Mrs. Kerswell, one of our 
much-valued teaching staff. 
On the day the children arrived with their families and friends, the girls 
looking lovely in their white dresses and Master Thomas so well turned out 
in a smart suit.  All looked very special in their red sashes and Holy 
Communion medals.  It was a great privilege for Fr. Francis and for the 
school chaplain, Fr. Christopher, to celebrate Holy Mass for them and give 
them for the first time that Bread from Heaven which sustains our faith and 
inspires us to love others as Jesus loves us. 
It was such a thrill, too, to have members of the school choir with us to show 
their support for their fellow students and to beautify our liturgy with their 

 pure voices and heartfelt singing. Thank 
you to all the school staff who helped the 
children to get ready for this day; thank you 
to Philip Arkwright who kindly played the 
organ, thank you to the parishioners for 
their support, and thank you to the staff of 
the Grange and the Conference Centre 
who provided the delicious food and the 
beautiful cake which everyone enjoyed 
after Mass. 

Fr. Francis will offer Holy Mass 
this Wednesday at 10 a.m. in 
Ashburton and on Thursday at 
9.15 a.m. in South Brent. 

 

mailto:parish@buckfast.org.uk
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“He fills your mouth with laughter and 
your lips with rejoicing”(Job 8:21)  
     

Stewardess: “I’m very sorry, Mrs. Jones, 
but I’m afraid we’ve left your husband 
behind at Heathrow.” 
Mrs. Jones: “Oh, thank goodness for 
that!  Since we took off I’ve been thinking 
that I had gone deaf!” 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

On Friday this week a couple of things that had been many weeks in the 
planning and preparation for came to a conclusion. Firstly, and by far the most 
importantly, it was the First Holy Communion for those children who have 
been learning about the next step in their faith journey for the past few months 
with the help of Miss Slack, occasionally Mrs Kerswell and, for a few minutes, 
by me (when Miss Slack was called away to an emergency). Fortunately, the 
children were at the point where they could tell me more than I could tell them 
so, with clever questioning (even if I do say so myself), I managed to hold the 
fort until Miss Slack returned! The children and their families were able to 
celebrate in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, followed by a gathering for 
refreshments in the Violet Evelyn Hall – with cake supplied by those lovely 
people in the Conference Centre and sarnies by those other lovely people in 
the Grange. 
The other thing was the sending out of annual reports. The teachers started 
these many weeks ago when they created their comment “banks” which are 
a number of phrases which can be used or modified to sum up the learning 
of each child. They then slog through creating twenty to thirty personalised 
reports each. Miss Slack then reads them and adds her own comment, spots 
a few typos and, sometimes, phrases she wishes to amend. Finally, they 
come to me for proof reading. Each year, I do battle with the misspelling of 
such things as “practice” and “practise” and the spellcheck which can be a 
little lazy with the s’s in words like “focussing” or the t’s in “benefitting”. Each 
teacher also seems to make at least one mistake in the comment banks which 
means that a mistake can be replicated in several reports. They also seem to 
be the masters of hyperbole – I lost count of how many children do incredible, 
fantastic and amazing things but that may be because my own reports were 
of the “Mitzi must understand that studying is a prerequisite for passing her 
exams” variety and never strayed into the realms of excellence! Anyway, 
report writing is a long and intensive process but it does mean that every 
parent has a well-informed idea of their child’s progress over the year and 
what they need to do next to move on. 
Oh, and our KS2 SATs results came back and, I think it is fair to say, they 
were okay!  
(Ed: Mitzi is being typically self-effacing on behalf of the school: in fact, the 
Key Stage 2 SATs results were excellent, demonstrating that all our year 6 
pupils did us proud in both attainment and progress; a fitting testimony to their 
hard work and that of their class teacher, Miss Blackhall, the Headteacher, 
Miss Slack, and all the teachers and teaching assistants who have helped 
them throughout their time at St. Mary’s School, Buckfast) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

Marriage Matters:  Sent out in pairs 
Sending pairs out to proclaim the Good 
News is repeated in other parts of the 
New Testament, including accounts of 
up to forty being sent out in pairs; it is 
even possible this included married 
couples. Jesus obviously thought pairs 
work well together.  Married couples can 
draw spiritual strength from their 
Sacrament, particularly when they’re 
working together for the Church. 
 

 
On 9th July Pope Francis appointed 
Bishop Paul Mason as eighth Bishop of 
the Forces, which has been sede 
vacante - awaiting the appointment of a 
bishop - for the past three years. 
Chaplains of all three Armed Services 
serve on operations, where their 
pastoral care and Sacramental ministry 
bring hope and consolation in the most 
challenging of circumstances. 
Fr Michael Fava, Apostolic 
Administrator of the Bishopric of the 
Forces, said: 
"It is with great joy and thanksgiving that 
the Bishopric of the Forces’ community 
welcomes the news of the appointment 
of our new Bishop Paul Mason, after a 
period of sede vacante of over three 
years. Catholic Forces’ personnel and 
their families around the world and their 
chaplains in all three Services look 
forward to the guidance and leadership 
that Bishop Paul will offer us and will do 
all we can to acquaint him quickly with 
our unique corner of the Church with its 
many joys and challenges. Together we 
look forward to furthering the church’s 
mission of new evangelisation as we 
strive to work in the cause of peace. As 
Apostolic Administrator of the Bishopric, 
I can assure Bishop Paul of the 
wholehearted support and prayers of the 
chaplains and faithful alike as we look to 
an exciting new era in the Forces’ 
Bishopric history." 
 

Walking Together on the Way: Learning to Be the Church 
After seven years of work, the first ‘Agreed Statement’ from ARCIC III, (The 
Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission, Phase 3), Walking 
Together on the Way: Learning to Be the Church – Local, Regional, 
Universal, has been released and can be found here: Walking together on 
the way - ARCIC III 
The document represents an important methodological shift for formal 
bilateral ecumenical dialogue more widely. For some time now, there has 
been a need to move beyond the mere clarification of historic 
misunderstandings and the identification of ready commonalities by 
focusing also both on the reality of long-term differences between 
separated traditions and on the difficulties which are experienced within 
such traditions. To this end, Walking Together on the Way shows that long-
term differences between traditions can be approached as a positive 
resource across traditions: the members of one tradition can consider 
whether the other tradition’s differences can speak fruitfully to the 
difficulties they each experience within their own tradition. In this way, the 
paths of internal ecclesial reform, receptive ecumenical learning, and 
mutual ecumenical progress are properly seen as necessarily intertwined 
and mutually supportive. 
An Official Commentary on the document is available on the website of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, written by the Australian 
theologian, Orm Rush.  More information about Receptive Ecumenism can 
be found here. 

http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/content/download/79210/612617/file/walking-together-on-the-way-arcic-iii.pdf
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/content/download/79210/612617/file/walking-together-on-the-way-arcic-iii.pdf
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/chrstuni/angl-comm-docs/rc_pc_chrstuni_doc_20180604_walkingtogether-ontheway-commentary_en.pdf
https://www.dur.ac.uk/theology.religion/ccs/constructivetheology/receptiveecumensim/

