
 
  

Recently, the Pope reflected on the first law of the Decalogue: “You 
shall have no other gods before me”. 
“We are talking about a human tendency that does not spare both 
believers and non-believers alike” said the Pope. For example, we, the 
Christians, can ask ourselves: what is really my God? Is it the One and 
Triune Love or is it my image, my personal success, perhaps within the 
Church?” The human being, the Pope continued, “cannot live without 
focusing on something. So, here the world offers the “supermarket”of 

idols, which can be objects, images, ideas, roles. “An idolatry, the Pope continued, develops in three phases. First, the 
idol – a term that comes from the Greek verb “to see” – “is a “vision” that tends to become a fixation, an obsession. The 
idol is actually the projection of oneself into objects or projects. Advertising, for example, uses this kind of dynamic: I do 
not see the object itself, but I perceive that car, the smartphone, that role or other things as a means of realizing myself 
and responding to my essential needs. And I search for it, I talk about it, I think about it, the idea of owning that object or 
realizing that project, reaching that position, it seems a wonderful way to happiness, and everything becomes a tool to 
reach that goal”.   
Then we enter the second phase: “Idols demand a cult, rituals, we prostrate ourselves to them and we sacrifice 
everything. For the sake of their career – take social climbers, for example – parents sacrifice their children, neglecting 
them or simply not having them. Beauty asks for human sacrifices: how many hours in front of the mirror do some people 
spend? Fame demands the immolation of oneself, of one’s own innocence and authenticity. Idols ask for blood. Money 
steals life and pleasure leads to loneliness. Economic structures sacrifice human lives for greater profits.”  
“Then comes the third and most tragic stage: Idols enslave. They promise happiness but do not deliver it; and we find 
ourselves living for that thing or that vision, caught in a self-destructive vortex, waiting for a result that never comes. Idols 
promise life, but in reality, they take it away. The true God does not ask for one’s life but offers his own as a gift. In craving 
future riches idols make you despise the present, the true God teaches us to live in the concrete reality of every day. I 
invite you to think today: how many idols do I have? What is my favourite idol? Because recognizing one’s idolatries is a 
beginning of grace, and puts us on the path to love”, concluded the Pontiff. “Idols steal our love, make us blind to love. 
In order to love truly, one must be free from every idol. What is my favourite idol? Throw it out of the window”.   
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Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
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Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Wednesday Assumption of Our Lady 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Elizabeth Burt; Hilda Jeffery; Bridie Norman; William Elliott; Amy Stuart;  
Abbot Benedict Garriador; Dom Hugh Zettel; Matthew Smerdon; Pat Simonds; 

Catherine Miller; Richard Pilsbury; Henry Trude; Cecily Hodgson; Anatole von Hugel; 
Horace Hosworthy; Christine Walls; Sr. Gabriel Blanchfield; Brian Baverstock;  
Frances Berington; Mrs. Routley; James Kelly; Eric Pinerey; Mother M. Cecilia;  

Hazel McCracken; Peggy Wood-Pottle; 
 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis Phone line for 

prayer: to request 
prayers in 

confidence call 
01364 72768 

PP: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £69.01 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £393.06 £28.08 

Second £22.83  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £15.50 £5.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £8.50 £18.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £29.50 £41.00 

   £25.75 
 

Next Wednesday, 15th August, is 
the Solemnity of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  This 
is a Holyday of Obligation. 
Holy Mass will be offered in this 
parish at the following times: 

Ashburton 10.00 a.m. 
Abbey 12.05 p.m. 
South Brent 7.30 p.m. 

Please note there is no 8 a.m. Mass in 
the Abbey on that day. 

'Let Us Adore Him' is a podcast series that explores 'Adoremus' - the 
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Congress taking place in Liverpool 
from 7 - 9 September 2018. 
Podcasts: http://catholicnews.org.uk/Home/Special-Events/Adoremus-
National-Eucharistic-Pilgrimage/Let-Us-Adore-Him-Adoremus-Podcasts  
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“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing”(Job 8:21)     Thank you, John Goulden, for these one-liners: 
 

A ham sandwich walks into a bar – the barman says ‘Sorry, we don’t serve food here!’ 
You should never criticise a man until you have walked a mile in his shoes.  This way you will be a mile away when you 
criticise him and have second pair of shoes. 
Real classified ads: Dog for sale: eats anything and is fond of children. 
Man wanted to work in dynamite factory. Must be willing to travel. 
Man, honest. Will take anything. 
Used Cars: Why go elsewhere to be cheated. Come here first. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
A As you would expect, there is a lot of paperwork associated with schools. Even in this electronic age, whole forests will 
fall to supply enough surfaces for children and adults to fill throughout the year, although, to be fair, we make the forests 
go a little further nowadays by mixing them with old paper. Anyway, at this time of year the paperwork involved is usually 
planning and, in particular, for the headteacher, what is known as the "school development (or improvement) plan". 
There is a saying "if you don't know where you are going, then you may not like where you end up" but, probably from a 
school's point of view, it is the powers that be who may not be satisfied with where you end up. The powers that be also 
like to be able to measure how far you have come and what a difference it is making to the children (that is called 'impact' 
in today's jargon). For this reason, targets have to be set which can be quantifed and what better than something like exam 
results that can be reviewed in percentages of success and so the focus on school SATs results. What is more tricky is 
setting targets for those things that cannot be so easily measured, for example, helping children to become good citizens 
showing kindness and resilience and just all round 'good egg'-ship. However, headteachers will take all these things in 
their stride, teachers will have submitted plans for their own particular areas of responsibility and these will be incorporated 
into a plan of actions which will be presented to the governors, initially for their approval, but then throughout the year to 
check the school's progress needed to deliver it to its destination at the end of the year. Obviously, a good plan relies on 
a good leader, given good support, with a good team - all I would say, and I admit I may be a bit biased, is that at St Mary's 
we have that bit sorted, so get those trees chopped down, we need to write this down! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
  

 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 
 
 

On Saturday 13th October, the Parish of St Mary and St 
George in Totnes will be hosting a Centering Prayer 
Introductory Day, led by Elizabeth Smith, the Director of 
Contemplative Outreach UK.  The day will run from 10am-
3.30pm and is free of charge.  The aim of the day is to 
provide the opportunity to learn about this simple form of 
Christian contemplative prayer, promoted by Fr Thomas 
Keating OCSO, and open up the possibility of personal 
transformation.  Experience has shown that this prayer can 
have a transforming influence on the local faith community 
as a whole. 
Tea, coffee and soft drinks will be provided, but those who 
wish to come are asked to bring their own lunch.  As we will 
need to know how many people will be attending, those 
wishing to take part are asked to register their interest with 
Linda Derrington  via email at lindaderrington@gmail.com. 
 

Marriage Matters:   
Brief scriptural reflections on sacramental marital love in 
the light of the Sunday readings 
To love as God loves 
When we married we became a flesh and blood sacrament. 
Today, Jesus says “I am the bread of life”.  We are ‘food 
and drink’ for each other. Let’s continue to nourish one 
another in our marriages, in all those little ways, with tender 
words and loving actions and become more a ‘sign’ of 
God’s love for the world. 
 
 

Tickets for the Mass and 
lunch on August 25th have 
been sent to all those who 
requested them. If you asked 
but have not received, please 
contact Lesley Clark 
lclark@buckfast.org.uk  
 

ON THAT SATURDAY 
THERE WILL NOT BE THE 
USUAL MASS AT 5 P.M. 

ST. BENEDICT’S IN 
BUCKFASTLEIGH 

In April the Holy Father Pope Francis released the Apostolic 
Exhortation 'Gaudete et Exsultate' (Rejoice and Be Glad) 
on the call to holiness in today's world. 
There is an emphasis on the document being practical and 
useful in modern times and it is not intended to be an 
academic or doctrinal text per se. As its accompanying 
summary document states, its goal is "to repropose the call 
to holiness in a practical way for our own time." 
The call to holiness in one that cries out to all of us in our 
daily lives. Gaudete et Exsultate encourages us to take 
inspiration from the 'Saints next door' - people who may not 
be officially canonised but can be decisive in bringing about 
change. Pope Francis quotes Saint Teresa Benedicta of the 
Cross: 
"The greatest figures of prophecy and sanctity step forth out 
of the darkest night. But for the most part, the formative 
stream of the mystical life remains invisible. Certainly 
the most decisive turning points in world history are 
substantially co-determined by souls whom no history book 
ever mentions. And we will only find out about those souls 
to whom we owe the decisive turning points in our personal 
lives on the day when all that is hidden is revealed." 
Holiness is described as the "most attractive face of the 
Church" and is attainable despite the challenges of 
everyday life. Pope Francis wants people to know that they 
don't need special education or qualifications, nor to have 
taken religious vows to be holy - just an open 
heart and a desire to spend some time with the Lord in 
prayer and by reading the Gospel. He also wants people to 
know that the Church makes available everything they need 
to become holy. 
A far reaching and accessible document, 'Gaudete et 
Exsultate' examines many subjects tied in to our 
relationship with Christ - prayer, reading scripture, helping 
others, maintaining and upholding human dignity not to 
mention challenges to holiness such as the danger of 
gossip. 
Gaudete et Exulstate in English is available from 
www.ctsbooks.org or to download at 
http://catholicnews.org.uk/content/download/77736/56323
4/file/gaudete-et-exsultate.pdf  
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