
 
  The Abbey Parish Newsletter 

 

19th August, 2018 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic prayer II Readings p.120 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Bernard 
Tuesday St. Pius X 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Bartholomew 
Saturday Dedication of the  

Abbey Church 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs a t this time: 
 

Marjorie Nuttall; James Stuart; Br. Alphonsus Vogt; William Ash; Edward Hutton; 
Caroline Tapper; Catherine Carter; Sam Sobey; Dom Cuthbert Smith; Reg. Couch;  

Alice Daley; Dom Erkenwald Plersch; Wallace Fluter; Dom Gall Keckeisen;  
Arthur Gayton; Michael Bracelin; James May; Barbara Carus; Eileen Barham;  
Mahalat Quinet; Harold English; Beatrice Morris; Clara Craig; Marie Power;  

Sr. Margaret Morrim; Siofra Donfield; 
 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis Phone line for 

prayer: to request 
prayers in 

confidence call 
01364 72768 

PP: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £65.02 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £417.27 £58.08 

Second £21.94  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £41.50 £25.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £15.30 £41.42 
South Brent 9 a.m. £15.92 £37.90 

   £44.35 
 

NEXT SATURDAY, 25th AUGUST, 
THERE WILL NOT BE THE USUAL 

MASS AT 5 P.M. ST. BENEDICT’S IN 
BUCKFASTLEIGH.  

This is because of the Abbey Millennium 
celebration at midday in which many 

parishioners are involved. 

'Let Us Adore Him' is a podcast series that explores 
'Adoremus' - the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and 
Congress taking place in Liverpool from 7 - 9 September 
2018. Podcasts: 
http://catholicnews.org.uk/Home/Special-Events/Adoremus-National-
Eucharistic-Pilgrimage/Let-Us-Adore-Him-Adoremus-Podcasts  

Fr. Christopher’s next quiet day will be on Saturday 15th 
September, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Southgate on the theme 
“Temptation and some suggestions how to deal with it” 
Discussion and reflection; Mass; Confession available. More 
details and booking: Warden’s Office 01364 645532 
warden@buckfast.org.uk  
  

Next weekend there is a second collection: the annual appeal for the Catholic Children’s Society, Plymouth, 
which is the Diocesan charity which supports young people in need in our region. In 2017, the Society made 
101 grants helping 274 children.  The other work of the Society will also be enabled by your generous gift, 
including the Patchwork parenting courses which, in these days when the wider family’s support and advice is 
not always close at hand, can make a valuable contribution to reducing stress and family crises.  Here are a few 
quotes about how the Society has helped.  A Teacher’s Appreciation: “I would like to thank the Catholic 
Children’s Society for their support…The mum of the family was incredibly emotional upon receipt of the 
uniform and said that the support had taken a huge pressure off her shoulders, including the financial worry.  
The children were also thrilled with their uniform and the oldest child came out of his way to find me at school 
to thank me.  It is amazing, in times of need, how kind gestures can make such a significant difference to people’s 
lives.” 
Patchwork Parenting Course: “The course came at the right time for me, allowing me time to think things 
through, changing one bit at a time.  I found it most helpful applying the information in the book to personal 
situations, also the humour and honesty of the others sharing, and the crafts and take home reminders to share 
with the family.  The support from others while making the changes has been key.  Being encouraged that it 
would not matter if I arrived late enabled me to consider coming to the course as this worry could have prevented 
me from coming.” 

 

Fr. Francis will offer Holy Mass this Wednesday at 10 a.m. 
in Ashburton and on Thursday at 9.15 a.m. in South Brent. 

mailto:parish@buckfast.org.uk
http://catholicnews.org.uk/Home/Special-Events/Adoremus-National-Eucharistic-Pilgrimage/Let-Us-Adore-Him-Adoremus-Podcasts
http://catholicnews.org.uk/Home/Special-Events/Adoremus-National-Eucharistic-Pilgrimage/Let-Us-Adore-Him-Adoremus-Podcasts
mailto:warden@buckfast.org.uk


 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      

In the nineteenth century, a man in America saw a sign reading ‘Hans Schmidt’s Chinese Laundry’.  Curious, he went in to 
greet the Chinese man called Hans Schmidt. ‘Why do they call you that?’ the man asked.   
The Chinese man said the Immigration Officer gave it to him.  Recalling the day he landed in America, he said ‘The man in 
front of me told the Officer his name was Hans Schmidt.  When the Officer asked me my name I told him Sem Ting, but he 
wrote ‘Hans Schmidt’ on my papers! 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

As the Abbey continues to enjoy its year-long Millennium 
celebrations, at school we must turn our thoughts to how we can 
mark the 125th year since the school opened its doors. This time 
in 1893, the local community must have been watching with great 
anticipation as the new school took shape and hopes would have 
been high for the future of their children as an opportunity to learn 
was offered on their doorstep. What a great gift was offered then 
by the monks that has been enjoyed by generation upon 
generation of local families. I wonder if those original families, in 
December 1893, would be surprised at the attitude of some 
people to education nowadays, that it is a right, not a privilege. 
All those years ago, people without money to pay for learning 
were mostly grateful for whatever the teachers could do by way 
of teaching.  By contrast today, teachers are placed under 
enormous pressure to achieve great things, whether or not the 
children are well motivated or their parents are supportive and 
involved. It’s wonderful that at St. Mary’s we have a Headteacher 
and staff who happily take on the pressure because they love 
what they do, and they love the children in their care.  They are 
always grateful, of course, for whatever parents and others can 
do to contribute to the children’s education. Ten minutes a day 
spent listening to a child read, or reading to them, can be 
enormously helpful in training young minds to enjoy a good book 
and appreciate the thrill of discovering new things! The difference 
that ten minutes a day can make to a child goes far beyond their 
reading skills and has an impact right across their learning. Whilst 
we are unlikely to be able to build a new school as those monks 
did, we can all listen to a child read, and experience their 
gratitude for the gift of our time and interest.  What a powerful gift 
that can be. 
So maybe a readathon or some sort of "book fest" then to 
celebrate 125 years. It has my vote! 
If you could spare an hour on a regular basis to visit the school 
and help in this or other ways, please phone the school from 4th 
September on 01364 642389 to discuss it with Miss Slack 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

On Saturday 13th October at the Parish of St Mary and St 
George in Totnes: Centering Prayer Introductory Day, led by 
Elizabeth Smith, the Director of Contemplative Outreach 
UK.  10am-3.30pm. No charge.  Opportunity to learn about this 
simple form of Christian contemplative prayer, promoted by Fr 
Thomas Keating OCSO, and open up the possibility of personal 
transformation.   
Soft drinks will be provided, bring your own lunch.  As we will 
need to know how many people will be attending, those wishing 
to take part are asked to register their interest with Linda 
Derrington  via email at lindaderrington@gmail.com. 
 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on sacramental 
marital love in the light of the Sunday readings 
Called to nourish each other 
In marriage we must try to lead intelligent lives as St. Paul 
reminds us in his letter. No one says you have to be clever, but 
the wisdom to see through ignorance, folly, thoughtlessness 
and so on will help us to nourish our love for each other. In this 
way our marriages will give thanks to God. 
 
 
 

A Little Welsh Pilgrimage  by Jude Ellacott 
Whilst on holiday in Wales (yet again), Mum, Dad and 
I went up the “Holy Valley” in the Black Mountains, on 
a mini pilgrimage, to find tiny pre-reformation 
churches. Surprisingly, it wasn’t as tedious a day out 
as I thought it would be. 
The first church was the church of St Issui, which has 
an intricately carved wooden screen-very beautiful; the 
doom figure on the west wall isn’t as pleasant, 
complete with scythe and hour-glass!  This tiny church 
was Dad’s favourite (and mine too). It felt lovely to be 
in. 
The second church was the church of St Martin at 
Cwmyoy; it is lop-sided. The tower leans over to the 
north; even the central window is crooked. It made 
Mum dizzy and she fell over. I think she was tired from 
pedalling the organ! She played all the organs en 
route- apparently you can’t have too many Welsh 
hymn tunes in a day. 

We visited the ruined Abbey 
of Llanthony and the little 
church of St David. We read 
here, that in the distant past, 
two pilgrimages to St David’s 
on the West Coast were the 
equivalent of one journey to 
Rome. 
Our final church, definitely 
Mum’s favourite, Capel-y-ffin, 
and one we have visited 
before, has a beautiful, 
engraved, sun-lit window – “I 
will lift up mine eyes unto the 
hills, from whence cometh my 
help”- and a pew-full of 

solemn teddy bears. I don’t think they enjoyed the 
organ recital –we were onto Methodist favourites by 
then!  
Afterwards we drove over the  
Gospel Pass with fabulous  
Views of the mountains. If  
you are in Wales, this is a  
pilgrimage I recommend –  
finding places where people  
have prayed for hundreds of  
years. These tiny, ancient  
churches all have interesting  
histories and are still places of worship today.   
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