
 
  The Abbey Parish Newsletter 

 

9th September, 2018 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.129 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. John Chrysostom 

Friday Triumph of the  
Holy Cross 

Saturday Our Lady of Sorrows 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Ruth Naylor; William Mueir; Abbot Stephen Denis; Winifred Bridge; Clement Burge; 
Evelyn King; James Durkin; Alan Cooksley; Ellen Conlon; Sheila Straw; Leslie Powne; 

 

May they rest in peace 
“Oremus pro invicem”        

Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call 
01364 72768 

PP: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £39.05 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £248.34 £25.00 

Second £20.42  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £25.30 £45.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £15.60 £43.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £32.35 £18.00 

   £35.69 
 

Antiques Road Show Volunteer Stewards. 
Buckfast Abbey is delighted to welcome 
The Antiques Road Show on 13th 
September. 
We are looking for volunteer stewards to 
help on the day. Stewards would need to: 
 Be 18 years or over. 
 Be in good health and able to carry out 

your allocated duties. 
 Attend the briefing session at 3.30pm 

on the before filming day. 
 Attend the 9am briefing session on the 

day of filming. 
It is estimated that the stewarding will be 
around 9 hours on the day of filming. Lunch 
and breaks will be provided. 
If you are interested, or know anyone who 
would be interested, please email Wendy, 
whall@buckfast.org.uk.  As well as being a 
very interesting and fun way to spend the 
day, some may like to use it as an addition 
to their CV. 

Collections 26th August First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £149.71 £20.00 £26.90 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £338.23 £418.08 £92.14 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £15.50 £33.92 £16.30 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £27.00 £38.60 £65.40 £5.00 

   £127.65   £3.75 
Thankyou for your donations to the diocesan Catholic Children’s Society which, with gift aid, 
amounted to £219.49 

Congratulations, St. Mary’s School! 
Overleaf you will read about our parish school beginning its new school 
year.  Towards the end of her piece, Mitzi mentions in passing that ‘last 
year’s results turned out to be quite good.’ She and all the staff are always 
reluctant to blow their own trumpet, so I’ll do it for them:  The Key Stage 2 
SATs results were absolutely excellent!  

% achieving expected standard % at higher standard 
Reading 100 75 54 28 
Writing 100 78 46 No data 
Maths 92 76 31 24 
S G & P* 100 78 54 34 

* Spelling, grammar & punctuation. 
(Shaded columns show national average for comparison.)  
This is an even greater achievement than it appears since a number of the 
children were facing considerable challenges in their young lives.  So, 
many congratulations to all the children and of course to our Headteacher, 
Miss Slack, to the class teacher, Miss Blackhall, and to all the staff.  

Next Sunday is Home Mission Sunday. There will be a second collection 
which will go to fund the Home Mission Office.  This exists to help the 
Church throughout England and Wales to share the joy of the Gospel.  
If you would like to pray for the spread of the Good News on a regular basis, 
please sign up to their newsletter via www.homemission.org.uk  
The money received from next weekend’s collection ensures that the 
Catholic Faith Centre is resourced and is able to respond to those who have 
questions about the Catholic Faith. It is also possible to donate online at: 
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/Donate  

 
Mass Attendance Count 

As you know, the Bishops ask all 
parishes to count the attendance at 
Mass over four weekends each year.  
This year the weekends upon which this 
is done is changing.  
So may I ask those who kindly take on 
this chore to note that there will be a 
count of Sunday Mass attendance on 
the last two weekends of September 
and the first two of October. So you will 
need to begin this year on 22nd/23rd 
September. The return forms will be 
distributed next weekend. 



 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      

A mother was having a hard time getting her son to 
go to school. 
“Nobody likes me,” he complained.  “The teachers 
don’t like me, the kids don’t like me, the bus drivers 
hate me, the school board wants me to drop out and 
the governors have it in for me.  I don’t want to go any 
more!” 
“But you have to go to school,” countered his mother.   
“You are healthy, you have a lot to learn, you have 
something to offer others, you can be a leader.” 
“And besides,” she continued, “You are forty-five 
years old and you are the Headteacher!” 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

School returned after a relatively short summer holiday (only five 
and a half weeks) to a full Monday to Friday, which is relatively 
unusual for the start of a school year. This meant that, by Friday, 
pretty much everyone was tired and in need of a couple of days 
off! However, the teachers did seem to feel that it was a 
productive way to start the year as, sometimes, a couple of days 
is not enough to get some momentum after the long holiday. 
Burrator, for example, were on to the "nth value" in algebra by 
Friday, I'm not sure how this is related to the nth degree but 
maybe they will learn about that next week. The topics for this 
half term, from the big kids down, are 'To infinity and beyond' 
(space), 'Beneath our feet' (Stone Age), 'Food glorious food' 
(chocolate - no, seriously, as well as other lesser comestibles 
obviously) and 'All about me' (bodies and bones, etc). 
Fortunately, the good weather has continued into the new term 
which has meant that the children have been able to get onto the 
field and run off all that extra energy which comes from being 
excited to be back with your friends. So, all in all, a great start to 
the new year.. Oh, and by the way, last year's results turned out 
to be really quite good in the end! 

Marriage Matters:  Brief 
scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the 
light of the Sunday readings   
Healing and wholeness may take 
time 
Criticism, intended or not, can 
lead to harsh words or painful 
silences.  When trying to talk, the 
hurts can be so deep, they seem 
too big a block to overcome.  To 
leave space or do something we 
enjoy doing together, and then 
trying to talk, can often enable us 
to open our ears to listen and our 
hearts to love. 

Fr. Chris Findlay-Wilson writes: 
“We are now in the last few days before Adoremus, 
our first ever national Eucharistic Congress in 
Liverpool next weekend. 
There are 123 candidates attending from across our 
diocese including five priests. Bishop Mark will also 
be present. 
Friday is a symposium of talks; Saturday is the main 
Congress day: the keynote speaker will be Bishop 
Robert Baron; Sunday is mass at Liverpool Cathedral 
followed by Eucharistic Procession. 
It will be possible to watch events online with Shalom 
TV; go to http://catholicnews.org.uk or http://cbcew.org.uk 

Please ask your parishioners to pray that we will 
have a good experience and a safe journey, and that 
we will return with our faith and hope re-energised 
and ready to share the Good News with the world.  
Please unite yourselves spiritually with the Congress; 
come with us in spirit and share our journey.” 
 

'Let Us Adore Him' is a podcast series that explores 
'Adoremus' - the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and 
Congress taking place in Liverpool from 7 - 9 
September 2018. Podcasts: 
http://catholicnews.org.uk/Home/Special-Events/Adoremus-
National-Eucharistic-Pilgrimage/Let-Us-Adore-Him-Adoremus-
Podcasts  

Fr. Christopher’s next quiet day will be on Saturday 15th 
September, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Southgate on the theme 
“Temptation and some suggestions how to deal with it” 
Discussion and reflection; Mass; Confession available. More 
details and booking: Warden’s Office 01364 645532  
  warden@buckfast.org.uk  

SOUTH WEST CELEBRATE WEEKEND 
A joyful and faith-filled event for young and old 

13th/14th October  Notre Dame School, PL6 5HN 
Main Speakers: Maria Heath, Fr. Oscar Ardila, Charles Whitehead 

Separate streams for children & young people 
Lively worship, drama, a variety of workshops, family Mass 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Reconciliation available 
Online booking now open (Prior booking essential) 

More details: www.celebrateconference.org   
Email: southwest@celebrateconference.org  

Rebecca 01395 489902 or Susanne 01803 606256 

Safeguarding Caseworker (part time) 
Location: St Boniface House, Ashburton 
Salary: £31,831 pro rata’d to 3 days a week 
(actual salary £19,099) under review 
Hours: 21 hours/3 days a week 
The Catholic Diocese of Plymouth are looking to 
appoint a Safeguarding Caseworker who will work in 
a team to deliver effective measures to ensure that 
the young and vulnerable within the Diocese are kept 
safe, in line with National Safeguarding best practice 
and the policy and procedures of the Catholic 
Church.    
The post holder will be expected to demonstrate 
extensive experience working in a safeguarding or 
public protection role and in particular experience 
working across agencies.  For an informal discussion 
regarding the role please contact the Safeguarding 
Coordinator Mr Robert Brown on 01364 645431 
email Robert.brown@prcdtr.org.uk 
A copy of the job description and person specification 
are obtainable from the Human Resources 
Department - email recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk  
Applications are by application form and covering 
letter and the last date for applications is Monday 24th 
September 2018.  Interviews will be held on Tuesday 
9th October 2018. 
 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The August draw took place on 7th September.  Thank you for 
your patience. Here are the names of the lucky winners:   
1st Prize (£25)   No. 12  Mrs. K. Goulden 
2nd Prize (£15)   No. 72  Mrs. J. Winzer 
3rd Prize (£9)   No. 101  Mr. F. Boden 

 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form 
please contact Fr. Francis 01364 645526 or 
parish@buckfast.org.uk  

 
St. Louis Abbey, which Fr. 
Francis had the privilege of 
visiting last week 


