
 
  The Abbey Parish Newsletter 

 

16th September, 2018 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.132 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Hildegard 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Ss. Theodore & 
Adrian 

Thursday Korean Martyrs 
Friday St. Matthew 

Saturday Dedication of the 
Cathedral 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Helen Ruth; Christine Harris; Yvonne Horak; Francis Lee; Victor Tapper; Tom Egan; 
Pam Squires; Lisa Alison; Dorothy Hamilton-Dean; John Cotter; Dom Anscar Cawley; 
Charles Boyle; Freda Knowles; Mary Ubodell; Elsie Foot; Thomas Wills; Louis Coles; 

James Coombes; Mrs. Cooney; Maria Tutley; Jill Thody; Pauline Grisbrook; 

May they rest in peace “Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £45.25 £10.00 £55.25 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £246.65 £68.08 £132.26 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £10.00 £35.00 £5.00 £5.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £17.50 £39.92 £18.00 £20.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £67.30 £21.00 £41.20 £10.00 

   £43.50   £8.75 
Thank you for your donations to the Diocesan Schools Commission which, with gift aid, came 
to  £295.46 

This Sunday is Home Mission Sunday.  
In today’s Gospel Jesus presents us, as disciples, with a challenging 
question, ‘Who do you say I am?’ For some the most challenging element 
of this question is whether we talk about him at all. Today on Home Mission 
Sunday we have been praying for the spread of the Gospel and in the 
second collection will have the opportunity to support it financially. The 
money you give to the second collection is used to help Catholics in 
England and Wales become more confident in sharing their faith. 
It is also possible to donate online at: 
 http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/Donate  

Mass Attendance Count 
As you know, the Bishops ask all 
parishes to count the attendance at 
Mass over four weekends each year.  
This year the weekends upon which this 
is done is changing.  
So may I ask those who kindly take on 
this chore to note that there will be a 
count of Sunday Mass attendance on 
the last two weekends of September 
and the first two of October. So you will 
need to begin this year on 22nd/23rd 
September. The return forms are being 
distributed this weekend. 

Safeguarding Caseworker (part time) 
Location: St Boniface House, Ashburton 
Salary: £31,831 pro rata’d to 3 days a week  
(actual salary £19,099) under review;   
Hours: 21 hours/3 days a week 
The Catholic Diocese of Plymouth are looking to appoint a 
Safeguarding Caseworker who will work in a team to deliver effective 
measures to ensure that the young and vulnerable within the Diocese 
are kept safe, in line with National Safeguarding best practice and the 
policy and procedures of the Catholic Church.    
The post holder will be expected to demonstrate extensive experience 
working in a safeguarding or public protection role and in particular 
experience working across agencies.  For an informal discussion 
regarding the role please contact the Safeguarding Coordinator Mr 
Robert Brown on 01364 645431 email Robert.brown@prcdtr.org.uk 
A copy of the job description and person specification are obtainable 
from the Human Resources Department - email 
recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk  Applications are by application form and 
covering letter and the last date for applications is Monday 24th 
September 2018.  Interviews will be held on Tuesday 9th October 
2018. 

Elaine Cocks, a former pupil of St. Mary's School, 
Buckfast, will be returning home to Devon to give 
a  NADSA concert on Friday, 21st September in 
the Courtenay Centre, Newton Abbot at 7.30 p.m. 
She will be accompanied by her friend, pianist, 
Viv McLean, who gave a stunning solo recital for 
NADSA in 2016. 
Programme:- 
Devienne - Premiere Sonata in B flat 
Francaix - Tema con Variazioni - Clarinet & Piano 
Bowen - Sonata for Clarinet & Piano, Op. 109 
Mayer - Raga Music for solo Clarinet 
Poulenc - Sonata for Clarinet & Piano (1962) 
Tickets available on the website - 
www.nadsa.co.uk or at Newton Abbot Tourist 
Information Centre, Arnolds, 11 Town Hall Place, 
Bovey Tracey or on the door on the night of the 
performance. 
Ticket prices - 
 Adults - £13 bought in advance or £15 on the 
door 
Students - £2.00 (subject to availability) 
children - Free when accompanied by an adult. 
 

 



 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      

A country parson decided to buy himself a horse.  The dealer assured him that the one he selected was a perfect choice.  
“This here horse,” he said, “has lived all his life in a religious atmosphere.  So remember that he’ll never start if you order 
‘Giddy-up.’  You’ve got to say, ‘Praise the Lord.’  Likewise, a ‘Whoa’ will never make him stop.  You’ve got to say ‘Amen.’” 
Thus forewarned, the parson paid for the horse, mounted it, and with a cheery ‘Praise the Lord’ sent him wandering off in 
the direction of the parson’s parish.  Suddenly, however, he noticed that the road ahead had been washed out, leaving a 
chasm 200 yards deep.  In a panic, he forgot his instructions and cried ‘Whoa’ in vain several times.  The horse just 
cantered on. 
At the very last moment he remembered to cry ‘Amen’ …and the horse stopped short at the very brink of the chasm. 
But alas! That’s when the parson, out of force of habit, murmered fervently, ‘Praise the Lord!’ 

PP: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This week has felt very busy at St Mary's - the main reason for 
this has been that the Chorister Programme has started. Children 
in year 2 and above were able to audition for a place before the 
summer holiday and we now have twelve children who have been 
given scholarships by the Abbey. These children have been 
extremely enthusiastic about being part of this new venture even 
though it has involved early starts nearly all week, a later finish 
on a Thursday and a commitment to attend choir practice on a 
Sunday afternoon. They will have individual singing lessons and 
musical tuition and at a later date the opportunity to travel! At 
every spare opportunity, there has been a great deal of singing 
of scales, complete with corresponding, and I presume 
intentional, facial expressions. It will be interesting to watch their 
progress as the course continues and these children start to 
develop their musical skills to a level not usually seen in a little 
primary school. 
We also had the excitement of the Antiques Roadshow across 
the road on Thursday. We were concerned that we may not be 
able to get into school due to excessive traffic but, on the day, it 
was very well managed and didn't cause us any problems at all. 
I am pretty sure I caught sight of Mr Deacon, who is one of our 
governors, up on the tower being interviewed for the telly and 
someone who may have been Fiona Bruce up there as well. I 
presume we will find out in the fullness of time whether it was her 
or not. Fortunately, it was a sunny day - it would not have been 
so enticing in horizontal rain! 
 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday 
readings   
Love in action 
Jesus invites us “to love as He loves”.  We hear 
this so often in the Scriptures that there is a risk 
the words become so familiar that we stop really 
hearing them. We can say the words “I love you” 
to our spouse but without the relevant actions the 
words may mean little or nothing: ‘actions speak 
louder than words’. 

SOUTH WEST CELEBRATE WEEKEND 
A joyful and faith-filled event for young and old 

13th/14th October  Notre Dame School, PL6 5HN 
Main Speakers: Maria Heath, Fr. Oscar Ardila, Charles Whitehead 

Separate streams for children & young people 
Lively worship, drama, a variety of workshops, family Mass 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Reconciliation available 
Online booking now open (Prior booking essential) 

More details: www.celebrateconference.org   
Email: southwest@celebrateconference.org  

Rebecca 01395 489902 or Susanne 01803 606256 
 

Today, more than ever, the world needs a revolution 
of tenderness, Pope Francis said.  “Far from being 
reduced to sentimentalism, tenderness is the first 
step in overcoming the withdrawal into oneself, to 
emerge from the self-centeredness that ruins 
human freedom,” he said Sept. 13. 
“God’s tenderness leads us to understand that love 
is the meaning of life,” said the pope, speaking with 
people who were to take part in the conference, 
“Pope Francis’s Theology of Tenderness,” in Assisi, 
Sept. 14-16. 
The Catholic faith “inextricably” binds together 
tenderness and theology, which is called “to 
communicate the concreteness of God (as) love,” 
he said. 
A theology of tenderness, the pope said, expresses 
“the beauty of feeling loved by God” and the beauty 
of feeling the need to love others in God’s name. 
“Whatever happens, whatever we do, we are sure 
that God is near, compassionate, ready to feel 
moved by us,” he said, because God loves his 
children. 
“When people feel truly loved, they feel able to love, 
too,” he said. “Furthermore, if God is infinite 
tenderness, then people - created in his image - are 
capable of tenderness, too.” 
“We feel called to pour onto the world the love 
received by the Lord, to offer it in the Church, in the 
family, in society, to join it in serving and in giving 
ourselves,” while is all done “not out of duty, but out 
of love,” he said. 
It is a theology of “walking,” of moving out of the 
“strangleholds” that theology often finds itself 
locked in and of journeying toward God while taking 
other people by the hand, the pope said. It is a 
theology that is not “narcissistic,” but extends itself 
to be at the service of the community, “a theology 
that is not content with repeating paradigms of the 
past,” but desire always to be “the Word incarnate.” 
“Therefore, there is a lot of work to do for theology 
and for its mission today: make incarnate the Word 
of God for the Church and for people of the third 
millennium,” Francis said. “Today more than ever, 
there needs to be a revolution of tenderness. This 
will save us.” The Holy Father is to canonise Blessed Paul VI, Blessed Oscar 

Romero and Blessed Mary Catherine Kasper during the Synod 
of Bishops in Rome on October 14th.  
There will be a national Mass of Thanksgiving for Archbishop 

Oscar Romero on Saturday 3rd 
November at 12.30pm in St 
George’s Cathedral, 
Southwark. This is being 
organised by the Romero Trust 
in conjunction with the 
Bishops’ Conference.  
Everyone is welcome to attend 
and no tickets are required. 

 


