
 
  The Abbey Parish Newsletter 

 

23rd September, 2018 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.135 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Vincent de Paul 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. Michael &  

All Angels 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Bishop John Kiely; Beatrice McComas; Mary Couch; John Greg Hewett;  
Raymund Upham; Canon Francis Cantell; Evelyn King; Margaret Snook;  

Agatha Hodgson; Margaret Miller; Michael Daly; Nellie Lewis; Ruby Joint;  
Tony Turner; Mary Yates; S. M. Bolsoni; Abigail Walsh; Herbert Robinson;  

Charles Hitchcock; Maude Barry; Edith Phillips; Sr. Alice McConville; Don Reynolds; 
Sr. Mary Bridget OSsS; Martin Gompertz; Mary Knapp; Abbess Placidus Watson; 

 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £60.30 £20.00 £25.30 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £313.41 £28.08 £62.45 £5.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £11.00 £30.00 £1.00 £5.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £23.05 £25.87 £4.20 £5.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £18.70 £31.00 £24.50 £10.00 

   £33.74   £6.25 
Thank you in particular for your donations to Home Mission Sunday which, with gift aid, came 
to £148.70 

Mass Attendance Count 
Counters please remember: fill in the 
attendance forms this weekend and for 
the following three weekends.  

Parish Quiz Night 
In aid of Syrian refugees in Syria  

The Grange, Buckfast Abbey 
Saturday 20th October 2018 

7.00pm for 7.30 start 
Teams of up to four 

£5.00 per person to include sandwiches 
and crisps 

Grand Raffle 
Tickets are available from Fr. Francis, Sue 
Lethbridge, John Goulden after Mass. 
Donations for the Raffle on the night would 
be gratefully received. 
 
Catholic Singles is an organisation which 
helps single Catholics of all ages (over 18 
years) meet other single Catholics, either 
one to one or through social events. For 
further information visit: 
 www.catholicsingles.org.uk   
or tel. 0161 941 3498 

If anyone would like to attend the last of our Millennium services : St 
Simon and St Jude Mass at 12.05 on Saturday, 27th October, celebrated 
by the Abbot Primate of the Benedictines and attended by Abbots, 
Abbesses, monks and nuns from this country and abroad, please let 
Lesley Clark know lclark@buckfast.org.uk or by letter to the Abbey. 
 From Canon John Deeny, Vicar General: 
Pope Francis, since the beginning of his Papacy, has urged us to 
rediscover our essential mission to the world. That is, to look around us, 
and see the need and then put our faith into action. 
In response to this call the Diocese is launching Caritas Plymouth, a social 
action charity helping the most vulnerable in May 2019. 
A consultation event will be held on the structure and priorities of Caritas 
Plymouth on Saturday 1 December from 10.30 a.m. – 3.30 p.m. at St 
Boniface College, Plymouth. Bishop Mark O’Toole will be welcoming 
inspirational speakers from across England and there will plenty of 
opportunity to influence the work of Caritas Plymouth. 
Please see your Parish Priest if you would like to attend. The event is free 
and food and refreshments are provided. 

Vacancy:The Diocese of Plymouth is looking to appoint: 
Parish Secretary (part time) – 1 post 

Location: St. Joseph’s, 96 Queen Street, Newton Abbot TQ12 2ET 
Salary: £9.50 per hour; Hours: 20 hours per week 

The Parish Secretary will manage the administrative, secretarial support and the office resources required to ensure the 
smooth running of the Parish and to enable the Parish Priest to carry out his Diocesan responsibilities.  The post-holder 
will be required to have secretarial or administrative experience and will require good organisational skills together with 
experience of Microsoft Office and excellent interpersonal skills. 
Copies of the job description, person specification and application form are obtainable by calling Jan Holton on 01364 
645383 or by emailing recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk   The last date for the receipt of applications will be Wednesday 3 October 
2018. 



 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips  
with rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      

A modern-day Rip Van Winkle slept for twenty years.   
Upon waking he immediately called his stock broker. 
“What’s the stock market done in the last twenty years?” 
he inquired. 
After tapping away at his computer for a while, the  
broker was able to report that his 100 shares in AT&T 
were now worth $9.5million, his 100 shares in General 
Motors worth $7.9million and his oil holdings had increased to $19million. 
“Great!” Rip exclaimed. “I’m rich!”   At which point the telephone operator interrupted and said, “Your three minutes are 
up, Sir.  Would you please deposit a million dollars?” 

******************************* 
Ad in newspaper: For sale cheap: my son’s collection of rock n’ roll records.  If a boy’s voice answers the phone, hang up 
and call later. 
 

PP: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

As you know, school life is very much based on routine and 
cycles of events and I sometimes check last year's newsletter to 
ensure that I am not repeating word for word what I told you about 
last year. As a result, I noticed that it was around this time last 
year that Mary, our Clerk to the Governors, started to come in to 
help in the school office from time to time and then on a more 
regular basis. As I had to attend a funeral on Friday, Mary kindly 
agreed to come and hold the fort in my absence. Unfortunately, 
it was the first time for quite a few weeks, following the summer 
break and a relaxing holiday for Mary. I say "unfortunately" as I 
was a little concerned about the shock to the system when a nice 
person like Mary is thrown into the lions' den of a school just 
getting up to speed at the start of the school year. I am hoping 
that she will have escaped largely unscathed and that her first 
attempt at the surprisingly complicated matter of calculating 
dinner numbers was not made unnecessarily tricky by small 
visitors to the office with their many and varied requests at crucial 
moments in the addition process. Some of you will be able to see 
for yourselves how well Mary has fared, I shall have to wait until 
next week when Mary is due to return again and hope that she 
will reappear ready for action. 
Returning to the theme of cycles, this year we combined our start 
of year Mass with our Harvest Festival. The service was well 
supported by parents and our new choristers had their first 
chance to perform as a group before a congregation. The 
children were asked to bring donations for the Buckfastleigh 
Foodbank and they also cooked biscuits and cakes to sell to raise 
money for Cafod. The smells wafting up the corridors on these 
occasions are always very enticing although it appears that the 
actual results can sometimes be a little disappointing and there 
were reports of things welded to cake tins and vertically 
challenged buns. Still, it’s the thought that counts, isn’t it, and 
their efforts were well rewarded, and supplemented by staff, 

 whipping home to 
create something 
themselves in the 
evening, returning the 
following morning 
before the children are 
ever aware that their 
baking efforts could do 
with a little support. 

Fortunately, such subterfuge results in more cakes for sale and 
a bigger donation for Cafod so perfectly justified, I'd say! 
 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday 
readings   
Selfish ambition versus intimacy 
The readings illustrate the struggle between 
peacemakers and those driven by jealousy and 
selfish ambition - is that us? Together, we can 
regulate what we do as a couple, knowing each 
other so intimately. Our consciences can be 
reinforced by the extent we are prepared to be open 
and honest with each other. What do we choose?  
 

SOUTH WEST CELEBRATE WEEKEND 
A joyful and faith-filled event for young and old 

13th/14th October  Notre Dame School, PL6 5HN 
Main Speakers: Maria Heath, Fr. Oscar Ardila, Charles Whitehead 

Separate streams for children & young people 
Lively worship, drama, a variety of workshops, family Mass 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Reconciliation available 
Online booking now open (Prior booking essential) 

More details: www.celebrateconference.org   
Email: southwest@celebrateconference.org  

Rebecca 01395 489902 or Susanne 01803 606256 
 

Plymouth CAST Multi Academy Trust is seeking to 
appoint: 
 
HEADTEACHER, St. Paul’s Plymouth (Required 
January 2019) www.stpaulsplymouth.com 
Permanent role; L12. 
Visits to the school are encouraged.  Please 
contact kspellman@stpaulsplymouth.com or 
01752 365459 
Closing date 12th October, Interviews 30 -31 
October 
 
ALSO: 
Religious Education and Catholic Life Adviser 
Full time, permanent role; L3-7, based at St. 
Boniface House, Ashburton, with frequent travel 
throughout the diocese. 
To request an application form & job description 
email careers@plymouthcast.org.uk .  Closing date 
midday on 8th October. Interview date 18th October. 

Job Opportunity: CAFOD Community Participation 
Coordinator - Diocese of Plymouth 
6 months fixed term contract for Shared Parental 
Leave cover, starting 1st November 2018 
Do you have a strong interest in global justice and 
international development? Do you want to put your 
faith into action? Are you able to support a growing 
team of CAFOD volunteers working in diocesan 
parishes and schools? 
Based in our Plymouth City Centre Office, the role 
enables a team of committed volunteers to inspire 
and support Catholics to participate in the Church’s 
mission to overcome poverty and injustice in 
partnership with CAFOD. 
For more information please visit: 
www.cafod.org.uk/work-with-us  and click on 
current vacancies to find the role. 
Closing date: 27 September 2018 

 


