
 
  The Abbey Parish Newsletter 

 

21st October, 2018 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.146 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Ethel Adams; Helen Striffler; David Ash; Joseph Harrington; Sydney Parker; Robert 
Dean; Guy Whinyates; Bishop William Vaughan; Edith Hamilton; Charlotte Daws; 

William Martin; Doris Vine; Philip Roberts; Joseph Copping;  
 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call 
01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

From Canon John Deeny, Vicar General: 
The Diocese is launching Caritas 
Plymouth, a social action charity helping 
the most vulnerable in May 2019. 
A consultation event will be held on 
Saturday 1 December from 10.30 a.m. – 
3.30 p.m. at St Boniface College, 
Plymouth. Bishop Mark O’Toole will be 
welcoming inspirational speakers from 
across England and there will plenty of 
opportunity to influence the work of 
Caritas Plymouth. 
Please see your Parish Priest if you would 
like to attend. The event is free and food 
and refreshments are provided. 

Due to the Millenium Mass taking place on 27th October, the Mass at 5 p.m. 
on that day at St. Benedict’s, Buckfastleigh, is CANCELLED 

South Brent Refugee Support Network presents 
An Evening of String Music, with puddings and a bar 

South Brent Village Hall, Saturday 27th October 7.30 p.m. 
 

Dartmoor Strings will perform music from Cimarosa, Warlock, Bartock, 
Dag Wiren and more 
 

Tickets £6 on the door or from Artworks 

This weekend is World Mission Sunday 
This is your chance to support missionaries and our Church in proclaiming 
the Gospel of hope to those who suffer around the world.  Please help to 
build a future of hope for all those around the world who don’t know the love 
of Jesus Christ. Please gift aid if you are a UK taxpayer. 
For more information, and to read Pope Francis’ message for World Mission 
Sunday, go to  https://missio.org.uk/world-mission-sunday/wms/ 
 

GEN VERDE, an all-female band composed of 22 artists including 15 
nationalities who belong to the Focolare Movement are coming to Plymouth 
Diocese and will be in concert at Notre Dame school on Friday November 
9th at 7.00 p.m. Tickets are available from the school on 01752775101. Full 
price £10 Concessions for students £5.00 Don’t miss it!  Get a flavour from 
this YouTube clip   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HHv9ozyunM&autoplay=1 
 

One World Quiz. 
The annual quiz set by our own Patrick Nuttgens for Churches Together in 
Ashburton will take place on Friday, 26th October at 7.30 p.m. in St Andrews 
Church Hall.  It is in aid of One World Week. 
Tickets are £6 each and this includes a pasty (vegetarian pasties are 
available, given that this takes place on a Friday – what a good witness to 
the Catholic tradition which reminds us that our Blessed Lord died for us on 
a Friday).   Tickets are available from June Cocks.  

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £56.15 £25.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £275.03 £48.08 

Second £18.53  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £12.00 £29.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £15.70 £46.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £27.00 £40.50 

   £47.38 
 

Please pray for the repose of the soul 
of Betty Boston 

 
Who died on Monday 15th October. 

Fortified by the rites of 
Holy Mother Church 

May she rest in peace. 
Betty’s funeral will take place at 2 
p.m. on Tuesday 6th November at Our 
Lady of Lourdes & St. Petrock, 
Ashburton 



 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and 
your lips with rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      

At a wedding party recently, someone 
yelled “All married people please stand 
next to the person who has done most to 
make your life worth living”…the 
bartender was almost crushed to death.  
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/  

You may be aware that the government currently allocates extra 
money to schools to help them enhance and extend the PE and 
Sports opportunities that each school can provide. At St Mary's 
we put some of this money into paying for the services of a sports 
specialist who works for Saints SW (who are associated with 
Southampton FC, the importance of which will become clearer in 
a moment) and who visits the school twice a week. Their job is to 
work alongside teaching staff to help them improve their skills 
and knowledge base and to enable a wider range of opportunities 
for the children. This week, Coach Ben, as he is known to the 
children, organised a netball tournament for the KS2 children - 
fifty or so children of all abilities and levels of enthusiasm - which 
went very successfully. Coach Ben may have thought that would 
be his toughest task of the day but, unfortunately for him, Miss 
Slack was in full planning mode and, after having reviewed this 
half term's provision, Ben was then bombarded with potential 
dates and events for the rest of the year. That too he took in his 
stride but it was when the discussion arose about our Victorian 
Day to celebrate our one hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary on 
4th December that he started to look a little perplexed. The 
problem is that we are dressing up for the day so Miss Slack 
advised him that he would have to come in an appropriate 
costume and, to help him, googled for some ideas. We also 
checked to see if Southampton FC would have been around then 
- interestingly, not only were they around but they also started life 
out in 1888 as St Mary's Young Men's Association. With the 
weight of that coincidence on his shoulders, the present day 
young man has been sent off to find something to wear - time will 
tell if he is up to that challenge! 
 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on sacramental marital love 
in the light of the Sunday readings.   To love is to be strong 
Today we are reminded that Jesus has turned all worldly values upside 
down. When we place our faith in God’s saving love and copy that in our 
marriages, we too, in spite of our weaknesses and failings, are renewed and 
made strong in our love for each other. The more we give our love away the 
more it grows!  
   

The diocesan Children’s Society has produced a 
handsome calendar for 2019, showing stained 
glass windows in churches across the diocese, and 
is selling it to raise funds for its valuable work.  
If you would like copies (they’d make a lovely 
Christmas gift), please contact Fr. Francis from 
whom they will cost £5 each.  You can also obtain 
them direct from the Society by calling 01364 
645420, but then you will have to add £1 p&p to the 
cost.   Fr. Francis has a sample you can look at. 

 
The Catholic Children’s Society has a vacancy: 
Fundraiser and Communications Officer - Catholic 
Children’s Society – Part Time 
Location: Home Based with monthly meetings at St 
Boniface House near Ashburton, Devon 
Salary: circa £21,000 per annum pro rata (actual 
salary £12,600) 
Hours: 21 hours or 3 days per week 
To identify innovative ways to raise funds to enable 
the Society to continue and develop its support of 
clients and families in need across the Diocese of 
Plymouth and to raise the profile of the Society. 
Key skills: Communication, fundraising experience, 
website maintenance, GDPR. 
More info from Tracey Fuller on 01364 645455 or 
recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk Closing date 5th 
November; interviews 26th November. 

Synod briefing: Bishops optimistic about digital outreach to young people (from www.cruxnow.com)  
 “Digital” pastoral care or how the Church can more effectively use social media and digital platforms to reach and guide 
young people was discussed in several presentations at the synod’s general congregations Oct. 16 and 17, Paolo Ruffini, 
prefect of the Dicastery for Communication, told reporters Oct. 17. 
Since so many young people are on social media and mobile devices, “how can the Church be in the digital world in an 
official way and in a consistent way and offer accompaniment there, too,” was just one example of the kind of questions 
being asked, he said. Slovakian-born Bishop David Tencer of Reykjavik, Iceland, told reporters he was surprised to 
discover that older synod fathers - those in their 60s, 70s, even 90s - were so receptive and optimistic about the digital 
world. 
“The secular world is more conservative,” said the 55-year-old Capuchin, describing how often the media give doomsday 
reports about how devices “will destroy our youth.” “The Church isn’t like that. The Church is very positive,” he said, and 
understands that the tools and the means of communication are neutral. “It’s not the fault of the internet, computers, 
mobile phones, but it depends on the person knowing how to use these things,” he said. 
For the Church and most people in the sparsely populated country of Iceland, “we are lost without the digital world,” the 
bishop said. The country’s one diocese of 11,400 Catholics covers close to 40,000 square miles. 
One of his parishes ministers to an area over 430 miles wide, he said. “If you wanted to organize, say, a catechism for 
kids, and there is one child in this village and then nobody for 100 kilometers” and then others located even further away, 
“how would you organize a teaching” session, he asked. “With Skype!” he said, saying he may be one of the first people 
to have put together “Skype schools” for teaching catechism to children online all together in real time. 
Tencer also said that when he kept trying to get young people to read a hardcopy version of the Bible, “very, very few” 
actually would. But when he told them they had to download the Bible on their devices, “now everyone works with the 
Bible and they read it.” 
The briefing momentarily turned into a pop quiz when the bishop pointed his finger at reporters saying, “Tell me, try and 
find where in the Bible it talks about God whistling for the bee. Where?”  When no answers were forthcoming, the bishop 
said, “my kids can find it in two, three minutes, not a problem.” “These are things that must be appreciated,” he said. 
“The digital world is not a sign of decadence, but of development. The Church moves forward and it moves forward 
thanks also to the digital world and also thanks to young people because it is they who are leading the way in these 
things,” he said. 


