
 
  

The GATHER Conference brings together people 
from across the Diocese of Plymouth and further 
afield for a weekend of faith, formation and friendship. 
In 2019 we will gather at the Best Western Livermead 
Cliff Hotel, Torquay on 18–20 January. We’d love to 
see you. 
The weekend will include speakers; Sr Judith Russi, 
director of Catholic educational charity Educarem. A 
passionate and inspirational speaker and curriculum 
developer, she pioneers many innovative and 
challenging educational initiatives; Pia Matthews, 
theologian and lecturer in bioethics at St John’s 
seminary, Wonersh; Raymond Friel, newly appointed 
CEO of Plymouth CAST and David Wells, national 
and international speaker, author and facilitator; 
shared liturgies; prayer space; inspiring workshops 
and evening entertainment. 

Residential rate £155 includes 2 nights bed and breakfast, lunch and evening 
meal on Saturday, tea, coffee and pastries. Single room supplement £20. The 
price does not include supper on Friday. A bar menu is available. 
Non-residential rate £45 includes full conference attendance, lunch and 
evening meal on Saturday, tea, coffee and pastries. Sunday lunch may be 
booked and paid for in advance or upon arrival at the hotel. 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

4th November, 2018 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.152 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Deceased Relatives & 

Benefactors EBC 
Tuesday - 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Dedication of the 
Lateran Basilica 

Saturday St. Leo the Great 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Dom Arnold Weiler; Audrey Lady Petre; Lucy Coombes; Brian Reavey; Ella Roberts; 
Peter Bray; Evelyn Mitchell; John de Ville; Dom Jean Colin; Carol Karaviotis;  

Mary Ford; Lilian Paynter; Margaret Anderson; Esther Capping; Frances Power;  
Lorna Adamson; Evelyn Adamson; Margaret Slocombe; Mildred Kingdon;  

Dom Mellitus Hauler; Meta Banbury; William Stuart; Frederick Gower; Kay Salter; 
Margaret O’Brien; Emily Mitchell;  

 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call 
01364 72768 

GEN VERDE, an all-female band composed of 22 
artists including 15 nationalities who belong to the 
Focolare Movement are coming to Plymouth 
Diocese and will be in concert at Notre Dame 
school on Friday November 9th at 7.00 p.m. 
Tickets are available from the school on 
01752775101. Full price £10 Concessions for 
students £5.00 Don’t miss it!  Get a flavour from 
this clip: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HHv9ozyunM&autoplay=
1 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £44.16 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £213.59 £43.08 

Second £16.32  
Ashburton 10:30am £35.53 £38.42 
South Brent 9 a.m. £26.90 £42.90 

   £33.60 
 

This weekend there will be one 
of our regular second 
collections in aid of the Parish 
Appeal for Syria. 
From “UN News” 23rd October 2018: 
Nearly a million Syrians have headed 
home amid improving security, only to 
find houses destroyed and livelihoods 
lost, said the United Nations emergency 
food relief agency on Tuesday, leaving 
many civilians still reliant on aid. 
While Syrian food prices have fallen due 
to easier transportation links, erratic 
weather patterns have severely damaged 
cereal production, resulting in the lowest 
wheat crop in almost three decades. 
Across Syria, over 13 million people 
continue to depend on humanitarian 
assistance. 

 
Life is slowly returning to semblance of 
normalcy in Douma, eastern Ghouta, with 
residents returning and starting to repair 
their homes. Finding food and restoring 
livelihoods, however, remains a 
challenge for millions across war-torn 
Syria. 
https://news.un.org/en/tags/syria  

 
Do what he 

tells you 
 

Gather 2019 

 



 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      
 

Watching the television news, we find that our 
highways aren’t safe, our streets aren’t safe, our 
parks aren’t safe…but under our arms we’ve got 
complete protection. 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/  

This week we have welcomed parents and families 
aplenty into school. On Tuesday, families of the 
children in Venford were invited into class for a 
curriculum celebration. This is an opportunity for the 
children to show what they have been learning in 
their topic work and for parents and carers to come 
and look at the classroom displays and their 
children’s books. The children had been learning a 
story which they were able to recite and they had 
also been learning a song in French which was an 
absolute treat to listen to, although the pronunciation 
of one or two words was not quite as accurate as it 
might have been – in spite of the teacher’s best 
efforts. On Thursday, families joined us for our All 
Saints Mass, which they had to shiver and shake 
through – nothing to do with the scares of Halloween 
– it’s just that the heating was barely on! Then on 
Friday, parents and carers supported the FOSMs 
cake sale which it is nigh on impossible to walk past 
without having to buy something yummy! 
Involving our families in our school life is very 
important and we are just starting a project led by a 
charity called “Achievement for All” which will help us 
to build up even stronger partnerships with them. As 
a first step, we have sent out questionnaires asking 
the parents / carers various things about their 
children, for example, what they think their children’s 
strengths are and what interests and hobbies they 
have outside school. This kind of information will help 
in school in lots of ways, for example, if we know a 
child loves trains but in school is reluctant to read, 
then a series of stories about trains may help light 
that flame of interest in learning. Also we are hoping 
to find out about all the clubs and activities that we 
may be unaware of which may be just the thing 
another child needs to build their confidence and we 
could point a family in the direction of that club or 
activity. Next the teachers will be inviting parents / 
carers in to explore the individual ways we can 
strengthen our partnership to better support our 
children. It is an exciting project and one which we 
hope will help our children become even better 
learners than they already are. 
  

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday 
readings.    
Remember our wedding vows   
In the Old Testament, Moses said: “You must love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your strength.” In Mark’s gospel Jesus 
completes this commandment: “You must love your 
neighbour as yourself”. Your wife, your husband, is 
the nearest neighbour you have! This is what we 
promised each other on our wedding day.   
   

 
The Catholic Children’s Society has a vacancy: 
Fundraiser and Communications Officer - Catholic Children’s 
Society – Part Time.  Location: Home Based with monthly 
meetings at St Boniface House near Ashburton, Devon 
Salary: circa £21,000 per annum pro rata (actual salary 
£12,600). Hours: 21 hours or 3 days per week 
Key skills: Communication, fundraising experience, website 
maintenance, GDPR. 
More info from Tracey Fuller on 01364 645455 or 
recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk Closing date 5th November; 
interviews 26th November. 

Youth Sunday Event for those aged from 10 to17 

Ice SkatIng 
Sunday 25th November, 2018 

Meet at Plymouth Pavilions 11.30 a.m. Skating from 12 noon to 
1.30 p.m. Walk the short distance to Christ the King Church.  
Youth Mass 3 p.m. Finish 4 p.m. Price £8.00 Bring a coat and 
snacks. 
Parental Consent forms must be completed for each young 
person.  These can be obtained from Fr. Francis or by emailing 
pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  
It’s essential that you book by 20th November so that 
arrangements can be made at the ice rink in advance.
 Contact Patrick on 0788 073 4088 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The October draw took place last Thursday and we are delighted 
that we have enough participants now to afford a fourth prize.  
So now there is even more chance of winning! 
Do please consider buying a 12-month ticket, or buying more if 
you have some already!  People are buying them now as 
Christmas and birthday presents; what a nice thought!  A lovely 
gift, with the prospect of more to come!  It saves you dragging 
yourself around the shops, and such a reasonable price! Just 
£12 for a ticket which enters you into each monthly draw for a 
year.  Get an application form from Mike Lang or Fr. Francis  
 
So here are the names of the lucky winners in October’s draw:   
1st Prize (£25)   No.  92 Mrs. L. Woolacott 
2nd Prize (£15)   No.  100 Ms. Sue Mahon 
3rd Prize (£10)   No.  30 Mrs. P. Alcock 
4th Prize (£6.50)  No. 113 Mr. Adam Fieldhouse 

 

ProceedS In aId of the ParISh SyrIa aPPeal.  
 

This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

 
New players are always welcome.  For an application form 
please contact Fr. Francis 01364 645526 or 
parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

 

On Friday, Pope Francis marked All Souls Day by celebrating 
Mass in the Laurentino cemetery on the southern edge of 
Rome.  It is known for its “Garden of Angels” where unborn 
children, who died through miscarriage or abortion are buried.  
The Pope spent time there before offering Mass.  He said in his 
homily that the day reminds us that memory, hope and the 
Beatitudes help us to get to heaven.  We remember those who 
have walked with us and this roots us in our journey, our story, 
our people.  It helps us to understand that we are not alone; 
that we belong to a people. Thoughts of resurrection fill us with 
hope of arriving to the love that creates us and awaits our 
return.  Living the beatitudes gives us lamps to light our way. 


