
 
  

The GATHER Conference brings together people from across the Diocese 
of Plymouth and further afield for a weekend of faith, formation and 
friendship.  
Best Western Livermead Cliff Hotel, Torquay on 18–20 January, 2019 
Speakers: Sr Judith Russi, Pia Matthews, theologian and lecturer in 
bioethics at St John’s seminary, Wonersh; Raymond Friel, newly appointed 
CEO of Plymouth CAST and David Wells, inspirational speaker, author and 
facilitator. Shared liturgies; prayer space; inspiring workshops and evening 
entertainment. 
Residential rate £155. Single room supplement £20. Non-residential rate 
£45.   See handbills in church for details. 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

11th November, 2018 Remembrance Day Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer III Readings (not Abbey) p.189 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday All Benedictine Saints 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Gertrude 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

David Carroll; Ivy Bridge; Mary Causton; Heloise Chatrian; Margaret Minns;  
Timothy Rymer Cooper; Ruby Hawkes; Bessie Hawkins; Dom Adalbert Pappelau; 

Elizabeth Sampson; Brenda Andrews; Martin Baker; Philip Lewis; Ken Mills;  
George Lewis; Bessie Bennett; William Kennard; Robert Dundas; Marjorie Coleman; 

Mathilda Battiscombe; Leila Harris; Dora Southwort; Petronel Ferens; 
 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in confidence call 
01364 72768 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £64.42 £10.00 £71.50 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £205.10 £73.08 £40.73 £516.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £10.00 £25.00 £24.25 £20.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £19.59 £42.92 £9.70 £50.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £61.00 £31.00 £41.75 £26.00 

   £45.50   £153.00 
Thank you for your generosity to the Parish Syria Appeal.  With gift aid you donated £952.93 

Message from Abbot David: 
 
If any member of the parish knows of any parishioner who will be alone 
on Christmas Day and might like a lunch at the Abbey, could you please 
suggest to them that they contact Lesley Clark either by letter or email 
lclark@buckfast.org.uk  
 

Please pray for  
the repose of the soul of  

 

Margaret Northcott 
 

Who died on Saturday 3rd November 
May she rest in peace. 

 
Margaret’s funeral will probably take 
place on Thursday 22nd November in 
the Blessed Sacrament Chapel at the 
Abbey.  Time to be confirmed. 

 
This Sunday we will pray for the 
repose of the souls of those who have 
perished in armed conflict.   
There is a short service in the parish 
cemetery after the 1030 Mass at the 
Abbey:  Gathering at the lych-gate, 
where a plaque remembering 
parishioners who gave their lives for 
their country is situated, we 
remember them and all who have 
died in war.  

 

An update from Traidcraft Exchange: 
The challenging economic situation of the last few years has forced our 
sister business, Traidcraft plc, to restructure and downsize. Some of the 
vulnerable producer groups, who have supplied Traidcraft for decades, are 
now facing an uncertain future as orders cease. We need your support to 
take on this extra work with at-risk producer groups and help them secure a 
brighter future. To find out more and donate, visit 
https://action.traidcraft.org.uk/urgent-producer-appeal  
 



 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      
 

A man was going to attend a Halloween party dressed 
in a costume of the devil.  On his way it began to pour 
with rain.  He was passing a church and he saw that 
the lights were on.  He darted inside and found that 
there was a revival meeting in progress. 
At the sight of his costume, people began to scatter 
through any door available; some even clambered 
through windows. 
One lady got her coat sleeve caught on the arm of one 
of the seats.  The man in the costume, bewildered by 
all the commotion, moved towards her to help her out 
of her predicament. 
As he got closer she cried out, “Satan, I’ve been a 
member of this church for 20 years, because I was 
afraid that, if I didn’t keep coming, I’d burn in hell. But 
I’ve really been on your side all the time!” 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/  

Parents and children arriving at school on Monday 
may be forgiven for thinking that the school is being 
a little over zealous, even by today's "Christmas 
starting early" standards, as they will be greeted by 
a display in the foyer which looks suspiciously like a 
chimney breast with Christmas sacks and presents 
around the base. However, it is actually a display to 
remind the children to bring in their Christmas 
shoeboxes for the Samaritan's Purse Operation 
Christmas Child by this Friday. The "presents" on the 
display are actually boxes of goodies, wrapped in 
Christmas wrapping paper, that have already been 
brought in by the children. 
I am pleased to say that this is just one of a number 
of occasions during the Autumn term when the 
children raise funds or gather gifts and goods for 
other people. Already they have supported Cafod 
and the local Foodbank at harvest time, this week 
they have been supporting  
Remembrance Day by buying  
poppies and other items, like  
wristbands and bracelets.  
Next week, along with collecting the shoeboxes, they 
will support Children in Need with a Bring and Buy 
Sale. Just before Christmas, we will also be raising 
funds for Save the Children with a Christmas Jumper 
Day. 
Our older children will also be taking part in the 
Abbey Education Department's St Nicholas Day 
workshops. At this event, the children will get the 
chance to think about Christmas as a time of giving 
as the day starts with a gathering in of the gifts that 
the children will have been asked to bring in for 
donation to charity. Hopefully, all these occasions 
help the children to become aware of others who are 
not so fortunate as themselves and will help to create 
a lifetime habit of supporting the vulnerable people in 
our society - even if they have to rely on reminders 
from those clever charity fundraisers who know the 
way to our hearts and wallets is through a funky 
wristband or, as will be very evident in St Mary's this 
week, with a pair of yellow, fluffy Pudsey Bear ears 
and luminous key ring (and that'll just be me!). 
  

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on sacramental 
marital love in the light of the Sunday readings.    
Giving from what little we have 
Considering the context of today’s readings, we see the 
‘holiness’ inherent in the ‘sacrifices’ of all those involved. The 
reality of life’s experiences indicates that it is through giving that 
we receive. The small things we do each day produce wonderful 
and fruitful consequences in our marriage. Our graced daily 
‘yes’ to one another is what ultimately ‘makes us holy’. 
 

Youth Sunday Event for those aged from 10 to17 

Ice SkatIng 
Sunday 25th November, 2018 

Meet at Plymouth Pavilions 11.30 a.m. Skating from 12 noon to 
1.30 p.m. Walk the short distance to Christ the King Church.  
Youth Mass 3 p.m. Finish 4 p.m. Price £8.00 Bring a coat and 
snacks. 
Parental Consent forms must be completed for each young 
person.  These can be obtained from Fr. Francis or by emailing 
pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  It’s essential that you book by 20th 
November so that arrangements can be made at the ice rink in 
advance. Contact Patrick on 0788 073 4088 

 

Three Job 
Vacancies in 
the Diocese 

. 
Diocesan Youth Ministry & Events Co-ordinators 
18 month Fixed Term Contracts initially  
 1 x Full Time Covering Dorset, Devon & Torbay Deaneries 

– 35 hours per week 
 1 x Part Time Covering Plymouth & Cornwall Deaneries   

– 17.5 hours per week 
Location: Home Based  
Salary: £21,000 per annum or pro rata part time role, plus car 
allowance, mobile phone allowance and pension scheme 
(subject to eligibility) 
Use of a car will be necessary for the posts and the successful 
candidates will be subject to a full Disclosure & Barring Service 
(DBS) check. 
For an informal discussion about the post please contact Fr. 
Jonathan Bielawski on 01752 701660.  Copies of the job 
description, person specification and application form are 
obtainable by calling Jan Holton on 01364 645383 or by 
emailing recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk.  The last date for the 
receipt of applications will be Monday 26 November and 
interviews will be held on 13th & 14th December at St. Boniface 
House, Ashburton.  
 
Communications Assistant (full time) – 1 post 
Location: St Boniface House near Ashburton, Devon 
Salary: £21,000  
Hours: 35 hours per week, plus car allowance, mobile phone 
allowance and pension scheme (subject to eligibility) 
This role is vital to the smooth running of our communications 
in the Diocese.  The person will be a key member of the team 
that promotes the Bishop’s vision for the Diocese through our 
social media channels, website and e-newsletters.  
Copies of the job description and person specification can be 
obtained from the Human Resources Manager – Tracey Fuller 
on 01364 645455 or email recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk. 
Applications are by application form and covering letter. The 
last date for applications is Monday 26th November 2018. 
Interviews will be held on Wednesday 9th/Thursday 10th 
January 2019 at St Boniface House. 
 

 


