
 
  

Advent Services of Light 
Ashburton  
7:30 p.m. Tuesday 4th Dec. 
 

South Brent  
7:30 p.m. Thursday 6th Dec. 
 

Please come and join in this 
prayerful expression of the season of 
advent: a time of watchfulness and 
hope, preparing ourselves to greet 
our newborn saviour. 
Members of other Christian churches 
have been invited, so please come and 
help to welcome them. 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

2nd December, 2018 First Sunday of Advent Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.82 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Francis Xavier 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Ambrose 
Saturday Immaculate Conception 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Elizabeth Alison; Catherine Parr; Frederick Walters; Dom Wilfrid Schneider; Robert 
Wilshaw; Harold Truscott; Bertha Prowse; Edgar Smith; Mary Everall; Henry Slesser; 

Peter Donovan; Br. Adalbert Walsh; Catherine Cross; Nancy Carlisle; Dorothy 
Walmsley; Patrick Boston; Kay Jones; Tullius Noblet; Venessa Anne Emmett; Eileen 

Ashton; Sheila Cocks; Katie Gayton; Edith Sibeth; Kathleen Cawley; Margaret Fennell; 
Edward Phillipps; Beryl Gompertz; Margaret Sawdye; Edith Major; 

 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: to 

request prayers 
in confidence 

call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £78.66 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £205.10 £63.08 

Second £7.15  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £13.10 £20.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £16.25 £51.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £29.00 £52.25 

   £49.31 
 

The GATHER Conference brings together 
people from across the Diocese of 
Plymouth and further afield for a weekend 
of faith, formation and friendship.  
Best Western Livermead Cliff Hotel, 
Torquay on 18–20 January, 2019.   
Shared liturgies; prayer space; inspiring 
workshops and evening entertainment.  
Residential rate £155. Single room 
supplement £20. Non-residential rate £45. 
See handbills in church for details. 

At the beginning of Advent, please 
come and join in one or more of the 
crib blessings if you can.  They are 
simple and brief, but very charming 
services, led by the children and staff 
of St. Mary’s School. Followed by 
refreshments. 

Crib Blessing Services –  
All begin at 2 p.m. 

 

Thursday 6th Dec. Buckfastleigh 
Friday 7th Dec. South Brent 

Tuesday 11th Dec. Ashburton 

Fully escorted Pilgrimage to  
Knock Shrine, Ireland, 3rd July  
2019.  £649.00 per person  
sharing.  Price includes flight with 10kg hand luggage, all taxes, luxury 
transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with full Irish Breakfast each 
morning and 4 Course Dinner each evening.  All entertainment, 
excursions/guided tours included.  Wheelchair accessible rooms in the 
hotel.  Limited single rooms at supplement of £100.  Groups and 
Individual bookings welcome.    
Contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or email 
knockpilgrimages@gmail.com  
Knock Pilgrimages is a member of the Travel Trust Association and is 
fully protected by ATOL T7613. 

 

Our final collection this year for the 
Parish Syria Appeal will take place next 
weekend 

 



 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      
 

Two men who had gone fishing on Sunday morning 
were feeling pretty guilty, especially since the fish 
hadn’t bitten. 
“I guess I should have gone to church rather than 
wasting my time out here.” one said. 
To which the other angler replied languidly, “I 
couldn’t have gone to church anyway: My wife’s ill in 
bed.” 

******* 
If you drop a fork, it’s a sign company is coming; if 
a fork is missing, it’s a sign company has been. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/  

As we approach the final weeks of term, I can 
honestly say the expression I have heard the most is 
"where has the time gone?" This is often said with an 
expression of near panic as the enormous list of 
things to be accomplished stretches before us. All 
are happy events in their own right, for example, the 
crib blessings which start this week, the Carol 
Service, which is the week after, the choir singing for 
the Lunch Club, and so on but en masse can feel a 
little daunting. You may have heard of the expression 
"taking things a day at a time", well, in school at this 
time of year it is amended to "an hour at a time ..... 
at most" and that has to include respite breaks! 
Fortunately, the nature of working with children 
means that the many hours of work is so often 
rewarded with uplifting moments of cherubic 
innocence and the awe and wonder that Christmas 
brings. We also, this year, have our 125th 
anniversary celebrations on Tuesday which will 
hopefully bring back fond memories for those who 
visit our display of memorabilia. We have a number 
of parents who attended the school and photographs 
of the centenary celebrations have revealed a 
number of lookalikes with current pupils. We shall 
however, miss one of our stalwart visitors, Margaret 
Northcott, who passed away recently. Margaret was 
a fount of information and would always encourage 
former pupils to attend and she would often reel off a 
number of names from the old photos whose 
likeness could often be spotted in our current 
families. However, her visits have meant that I too 
can point Margaret out on the photos which hang in 
our corridors so the connection with the past can 
continue in a small way. 
The next few weeks are also a time when there are 
many opportunities for the parishes and school to 
come together so we will hope to see you at some 
point over the next few weeks either at your place or 
ours! 

 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday 
readings.    
Keeping the star of our love burning brightly 
Jeremiah’s joy reminds us of the weeks before our 
wedding, a time when we were deeply aware of our 
love for one another.  Since then, many cares have 
threatened to divert us from that love and it has 
sometimes been necessary to make a special effort 
to share, listen and forgive to keep the star of our love 
burning brightly.    
 

“Syrian warplanes have attacked rebel-held areas in the north of 
the country for the first time in weeks, as Syrian officials said more 
than 100 people were treated in hospital after a suspected poison 
gas attack in Aleppo. The latest wave of shelling and airstrikes in 
northern Syria is the most serious violation of a truce reached by 
Russia and Turkey that brought relative calm to the country’s north 
for the past two months. The rebels, who have denied carrying out 
any chemical attacks, accused the government of trying to 
undermine the ceasefire.The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights and the Thiqa News Agency, an activist collective, 
said government warplanes pounded rebel-held areas west and 
south of Aleppo city. The airstrikes were the first since the truce 
went into effect on 17 September.  Syria accused insurgents of 
wounding more than 100 people in a suspected toxic gas attack in 
Aleppo, which a health official described as the first such assault 
in the city. 
The shells spread a strong stench and caused dozens of people 
breathing problems on Saturday night in Aleppo, which is under 
state rule, a monitoring group said.  The State news agency Sana 
said on Sunday that 107 people were injured, including children, 
after militants hit three districts with projectiles containing gases 
that caused choking. It marks the highest such casualty toll in 
Aleppo since government forces and their allies recaptured the city 
from rebels nearly two years ago.”   
The Guardian, 25th November, 2018 

 
Landmarks from London to Sydney were illuminated with red light 
Wednesday, in tribute to the modern martyrs around the world 
who have offered their lives for Christ and the Church. 
In Washington’s Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, Catholics and Church leaders from four continents 
gathered inside the illuminated shrine to pray solemn vespers for 
the persecuted Church. 
“For me, it’s really a blessed moment where we have the whole 
Church praying for us persecuted churches around the world,” 
Chaldean Archbishop Bashar Warda of Erbil, Iraq told Catholic 
News Agency at the event Nov. 28. 
Red Wednesday shows “that we are one in Christ. If any part of 
the body of Christ is suffering, the whole body is suffering,” he 
continued. 
The Iraqi archbishop also spoke of suffering in the context of the 
“purification” of the Catholic Church, describing not only the 
persecution of the faithful in his home country, but also touching 
on Catholics’ suffering due to the sex abuse crisis in the West. 
“We feel the pain of the Church today because of the sins of its 
servants, and I believe that the Holy Spirit is working in the Church 
for its painful cleansing from within to become purified and to be 
the bride of Jesus Christ,” Warda said at the prayer vigil. 
“Jesus gave up everything only to be holy to the Father,” he said. 
“Love, peace, and forgiveness will always remain and have the 
last word. He will achieve victory with his grace.” 
“We must not hide from suffering when it comes. We must firmly 
address it in faith, love, and prayer,” Warda said at the event 
organized by Aid to the Church in Need. 
The Iraqi archbishop shared stories and statistics of the suffering 
that his people have endured. “Since 2003, 61 churches and 
shrines were burned, destroyed, or harmed. Over 55,000 homes 
seized, 150,000 Christians were displaced in 2015. Countless 
Christians have been kidnapped or murdered,” he said. “The 
Church in Iraq is a martyr Church.  Our persecution continues to 
make us a church of peace and reconciliation, transforming us into 
an apostolic, missionary church. Persecution brings us closer to 
Jesus … We are called upon to remain faithful to the Gospel” 
through “an invitation to the cross,” he continued. 

 


