
 
  The Abbey Parish Newsletter 

 

16th December, 2018 Third Sunday of Advent Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.84 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Br. Matthias Westaway; William Bell; Bob Lewis; Dom Henry Hoskin;  
Dom Edmund Boussard; Charles Boyce; Edward Gerace; Tammy Pickford;  

Janet Simpson; Justin Pope; Pamela Mason; Dom Paulinus Angold; Dorothy Burke; 
Gladys Robinson; Thomas James; Beatrice Mills; Esther Benest; Anne Saunders;  

Mgr. Charles Smith; Bessie Jefferey; Dom Anthony de Guingand;  
Dom Mark Strahl; Frederick Willington;   

 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in confidence 

call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526;  

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Marriage Matters:  Brief 
scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in 
the light of the Sunday 
readings.  
Rejoice in God’s gift 
Today we are invited to 
‘Rejoice’ and recognise ‘God 
is in our midst’. This theme of 
celebration is manifest in our 
love and acceptance of each 
other.  Though our life will 
fade with the passing years, 
the love we have for each 
other will continue to grow.  
We are always God’s delight, 
His gift to His people. 
 

Fr. Francis will offer Holy Mass in the 
church in Ashburton this Wednesday 
at 10 a.m. and in South Brent on 
Thursday at 9.15 a.m. 

As indicated above, due to 
Midnight Mass being televised 
by the BBC this year, no one will 
be allowed in to the Abbey 
church before 10.30 p.m. and the 
doors will close at 11.15 p.m. 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £47.50 £10.00 £51.05 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £204.54 £48.08 £40.45 £363.80 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £12.00 £30.00 £10.00 £20.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £16.00 £28.92 £12.30 £40.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £29.75 £31.00 £58.70 £11.00 

   £37.00   £108.70 
Thank you for your generosity to the Parish Syria Appeal.  With gift aid you donated £716 

Times of Christmas Masses  
in this Parish 

24th December  
9:30 p.m. Ashburton 

11:45 p.m. Abbey (doors open 
10:30 p.m. to 11:15)  

 
25th December    

9 a.m. Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel  

9 a.m. South Brent 
10:30 a.m. Buckfastleigh 
10:30 a.m. Abbey 

 

Other Masses over the Christmas Period: 
Morning Mass in the Abbey is at 9 a.m. 
rather than 8 a.m. on Wednesday 26th to 
Friday 28th December inclusive. Also 
Monday 31st December & Tuesday 1st 
January.   
No Mass in Ashburton on Wednesday 26th 
or South Brent on Thursday 27th. 
For details of other services available in 
the Abbey visit www.buckfast.org.uk or 
phone 01364 645532  
 

Next weekend we will have our 
usual collection for the decoration 
of the churches with flowers at 
Christmas.  

 
Congratulations to Richard Nicholls 
of South Brent who, believe it not, is 
celebrating his 90th birthday!  Here 
his is with the next three generations 
of his family. 

 



 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      
 

A distinguished clergyman and one of his parishioners 
were playing golf.  It was a very close match, and at the 
last hole the clergyman teed up, addressed the ball, and 
swung his driver with great force.  Instead of sailing down 
the fairway, the ball merely rolled off the tee and settled 
slowly some 12 feet away. 
The clergyman frowned, glared, and bit his lip.  His 
opponent regarded him for a moment, and then remarked:  
“Pastor, that is the most profane silence I have ever 
witnessed.” 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/  

Once again, it was sad to see the passing of one of our 
staunch supporters, Hilary Beard, who visited our open 
days and was always overjoyed to see the names of her 
family in our early Admissions Registers. I would often 
photocopy the entries for her. I say often, as she would 
often lose them as well and I would be more than happy to 
copy them again! Her book about Buckfast is often referred 
to when the children study the local area and we are 
fortunate that she spent time creating a legacy which 
preserves her knowledge for future generations. I am sure 
she will be missed by many in the local community. 
This week has been full of Christmassy things (which I 
know should really be called “Adventy” things but somehow 
that just does not have the same ring to it!). We held the 
last two crib blessings which were, once again, well 
supported and gave many people a welcome boost of 
cheer when witnessing the joy of the children as they re-
told the Christmas story. Our choir, too, have been sharing 
their joy by singing at a local concert and for the residents 
of one of our nearby residential homes. Meldon, our littlest 
children, visited the Abbey Education Department to listen 
to The Shepherd’s Story which they always enjoy (I’m just 
wondering if they get a free lamb as a reminder of the tale 
as I think they get a donkey when they visit the Abbey for 
Easter events, I must ask Alison, the head of the Education 
Department, about that…). At the end of the week, the 
Friends of St Mary’s held their fundraising Christmas Fair 
which was again a great success and enjoyed by many. 
Meanwhile, in the background, continue the mundane but 
necessary aspects of school life – play equipment annual 
checks, safeguarding training for volunteers, NSPCC 
workshops for the children as part of their “Speak Out. Stay 
Safe.” initiative, CCTV quotes, putting buckets out to catch 
the drips under the leaky roof, oh, and finally, phoning the 
engineer when the photocopier dies! I mean, really, at 
Christmas …… 

"To heal the wounds of 
the past and create a new 
dynamic of encounter 
and coexistence", is the 
fruit that Pope Francis 
hopes will be born from 
the beatification in Oran, 
Algeria of the 19 martyrs 
of that country. 

This message was read to the congregation which 
included hundreds of faithful, pilgrims, brothers of the 
same orders, authorities and even some imams. 
The Pope continued: “through the beatification of “our 
nineteen brothers and sisters, the Church wishes to bear 
witness to her desire to continue to work for dialogue, 
harmony and friendship" 

Christmas can be a joyous time with family and friends; but 
this joy can turn to grief when those family and friends have 
died.  How people deal with this sadness was the focus of 
a survey published Dec. 10 from St Mary’s University, 
Twickenham, that asked 2000 people across the United 
Kingdom what they do at Christmas in memory of 
deceased loved ones. The survey is part of the University’s 
project, The Art of Dying Well, which offers practical and 
spiritual support to those faced with the prospect of death 
and dying. 
“The Art of Dying Well commissioned this survey to try and 
help the bereaved navigate a way through what can be a 
very tough season,” said Maggie Doherty, the director of 
the project. 
Those taking the survey were given 16 possible ways to 
remember the deceased, although they were given the 
opportunity to write in other options. 
The most popular option - at 32 percent - was to simply 
share memories of the loved one with friends and family.  
Others light a candle, lay a wreath, say a prayer.  Younger 
people might plant a tree, or tie a yellow ribbon round the 
trunk of the Christmas tree.  Others do something like a 
charity run or donate to charity in their loved one’s name. 
Lynn Bassett, who served as a Catholic chaplain for 14 
years in hospitals and hospices, told The Art of Dying Well 
that it can be good to go out for a short while on Christmas 
Day if you are feeling bereaved. 
“Going out gives you some punctuation if you are worried 
your sadness might blight the day,” she said.  The first 
Christmas after a loved one has died is “always a big 
hurdle” she added. 
“People would say ‘we don’t know how we’re going to 
approach this. Should we carry on as normal? Or not 
celebrate this year because it doesn’t seem right?’” 
Bassett said. 
“When I was a chaplain in the hospice, people would come 
to the Christmas service and say ‘it was so hard to come, 
I thought I wouldn’t be able to. Now I have, it was really 
hard but I’m so glad I did.’ There is something very positive 
about symbolic and physical activities. People cry but 
there’s an ability to move on. It allows you a chance to 
remember, to think about it and that is healthy!” she 
continued. 
“If we could allow ourselves to be more open to discussing 
death in general and sharing memories of people who’ve 
died even at Christmas it will probably be healing for 
everybody,” she said. “Healing comes through that pain. 
Suppressing it will mean it emerges in an unhealthy way 
somewhere else.” 
Yet the modern age has helped people suppress the pain 
more and more:  
“Death has become a medicalized event, so fewer people 
are alongside their loved ones as they die or know what to 
expect about the dying process,” Doherty told Crux. 
It is one of the reasons The Art of Dying Well was started, 
to help people achieve a “good death” and fight the taboos 
that surround dying. 
This is especially true at Christmas, when society 
preaches you should be merry and joyful, but bereavement 
means the sense of isolation and desolation can grow 
exponentially. 
“Christmas is often a very painful time for the bereaved - 
whether it is the first year or the fortieth year since the 
death of a loved one - the empty chair at the Christmas 
table still hits hard. We hope that the findings will help 
others discover a hope-filled way to get through the 
countdown to Christmas,” Doherty said. 

 
Beatification ceremony in Notre 
Dame de Sant Cruz, Oran 


