
 
  The Abbey Parish Newsletter 

 

23rd December, 2018 Fourth Sunday of Advent Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.90 
30th December, 2018 Feast of the Holy Family  Readings p. 105 

 
Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 

 

 Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Agnes Northcott; Mary Berington; Agnes Doyne; Mary Walker; John Stuart;  
Abbot Anscar Vonier; John Scarrett; Cecilia Pope; Edward Conlon;  

St. George Delisle Gray; Dom Henry Lindeman; Paul Witt; Mary Keating;  
Amelia Munday; Catherine Shillabeer; Gerald Vaughan-Williams; Fred Morris;  

Ethel Cross; Clara Sampson; Josephine Bellairs Walker; William Langram;  
Kathleen Vinden; Mary Harvey; Agnes Walder; John Kenny; Mary Pinney; Agnes Jones; 

Br Columban Wanner; Horace Stephens; Dom Martin Griffin; Rowena Caunter;  
Fr. Joseph Williams; Frank Gibbon; Helen Kenny; Margaret Barrack;  

Canon Kenneth Meiklem; Dom Odo Leib; Mary Sumner; Alban Atkins;  
Frederick Witt; Br. Alphonsus Laurent; Kathleen Crowley; Katherine Pruett;  

Edmund Sanderson; Eveline Chichester; Winifred Halse; Angela Burke;  
William Leech; Doreen Trude; 

 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Times of Christmas Masses in this Parish 
 

24th December: Ashburton 9.30 p.m. Abbey 11.45 p.m. (doors close 1115) 25th December: South Brent & Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel 9 a.m.  Buckfastleigh & Abbey 10.30 a.m. 
Other Masses over the Christmas Period: Morning Mass in the Abbey is at 9 a.m. rather than 8 a.m. on Wednesday 26th to 
Friday 28th December inclusive. Also Monday 31st December & Tuesday 1st January.   
No Mass in Ashburton on Wednesday 26th or South Brent on Thursday 27th. 
For details of other services available in the Abbey visit www.buckfast.org.uk or phone 01364 645532  
 

This weekend we will 
have our usual 

collection for the 
decoration of the 

churches with 
flowers at Christmas. 

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £57.77 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £315.26 £53.08 

Second £8.21  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £11.00 £25.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £43.75 £38.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £30.76 £41.00 

   £42.00 
 

Please pray for the  
repose of the soul of  

 

George Gornall 
 

Who died on Wednesday  
13th December 

May he rest in peace 
 

George’s funeral will take place 
on Wednesday 9th January, 
2019 at 12.05 p.m. in the 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Tuesday Nativity of the Lord 

 
Wednesday St. Stephen 

 
Thursday St. John the Evangelist 

 
Friday Holy Innocents 

 
 

Saturday St. Thomas Becket 

 
Sunday 30th Holy Family 

 
Monday Octave of Christmas 
Tuesday Mary, Mother of God 

 
Wednesday Ss. Basil & Gregory 
Thurs – Sat Christmastide 

 

4th Advent: 
 
 
Midnight 
Mass: 
 
 
Christmas 
day: 



 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      
 

I asked the librarian if she had a book on Pavlov’s dog and Schrödinger’s cat.  
She said the name rang a bell but she didn’t know if it was there or not.   
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/  

We finished our term with a final flurry of activity. Our 
smallest children, known collectively as Meldon class, 
performed the Christmas Story for the many families who 
came to see it. This was a new event for us this year as the 
school has grown a little too large to accommodate everyone 
comfortably at our whole school Carol Service. We also had 
the problem that the very littlest ones were falling asleep on 
stage last year so an earlier, more brief event was planned 
for them and, not surprisingly, given the cuteness factor, was 
a great success.  

 
We also had our traditional Christmas lunch together which 
is only made possible by the Herculean efforts of John 
Hughes and the kitchen staff at St Cuthbert's Conference 
Centre. Two hundred people served with a splendid 
Christmas lunch in less than two hours is no mean feat! I 
believe there was a brief moment when the cabbage ran out 
but it was a mere blip in the proceedings and, let's face it, if 
you had to choose anything to run out, surely cabbage would 
be at the top of the list. 
Unusually there was a non-pupil day at the very end of term 
which allowed some staff to prepare displays and 
classrooms for the new term, which will be upon us in a trice, 
whilst others updated their first aid skills. Hopefully, their 
newly refreshed expertise will not be needed over the 
Christmas period but we are all now fully prepared if any 
sprouts get stuck where they shouldn't! 
And finally, may I wish you all a very Happy Christmas on 
behalf of everyone at St Mary's. 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday readings.  
The welcome sound of the return of our loved one 
Today we hear of Mary’s time away visiting Elizabeth. This 
might remind us of times we face spending extended 
periods on our own. At first it may seem liberating, but 
loneliness can soon kick in. How loving then our return home 
is! Maybe the challenge here is ensuring that demonstrating 
our love and affection is not restricted to such occasions.  

Some people have told me this week that the piece in last 
week’s newsletter about remembering at Christmas 
those we love who have died, struck a chord with them.  
I’m sure it’s true that our joy in the coming Feast of the 
Birth of Jesus is deeper and more real, the more we are 
able to acknowledge & come to terms with any sadness 
we carry with us through life, so I’m glad we have this  
opportunity to talk about it. 
Our dear ‘honorary’ parishioner who lives on the island of 
North Ronaldsay in the Orkneys is one of those who got 
in touch.  Through personal contacts and by sharing our 
newsletter, it’s a great joy to offer Christine some ongoing 
contact with the Church, which she would not otherwise 
have.  The piece last week inspired her to tell me of the 
beautiful traditions they have on the island for helping 
each other to pass from this life to the next.  With her 
permission, I share them with you: 
“This article on the newsletter was important to me, 
because life on the island has also been woven into the 
acceptance of death and dying in a way which may have 
been lost in most places, and is disappearing here too. 
Neighbours and family have always been involved with 
caring for the ill, and dying. It’s believed life goes out with 
the tide.  It has never been separated from the life going 
on around, the farm, the work, but people sat up with the 
sick, and the undertaker was the joiner, and his wife did 
the needful.  
There was no needless stress about strangers in the 
house, maybe needing things that weren’t available.  
The kisting, the lifting into the coffin was done by the 
nearest male relatives and neighbours, it was and is 
regarded as a mark of respect. The women made tea, 
and always went through to say goodbye, it was 
important to bring a little gift to the house, a packet of tea, 
or biscuits. It was so gentle and reverent.  
There were prayers the next day in the house, and the 
coffin was carried to the kirkyard, there is still a protocol 
about the order of which six are called out in order to take 
turns. The degrees of kindred are important. When my 
sister in law died, there was a ‘women’s lift’, I thought this 
was very moving, six women took a turn together, it is the 
last kindness we can give, and everyone helps with a lift. 
It’s changing now, far fewer die at home, and there is a 
community nurse. But the old way was kindly and gentle, 
and expressed affection and support for the family; it’s 
always seemed to me right and comforting in a tiny 
island.  
This is a sad thing to write to 
you about, but it is important  
too. I often think about those 
we have lost, and say the  
rosary, and what I find very  
comforting is the verse in Hail 
Queen of Heaven, Comfort our sorrows, calm our fears, 
and soothe with hope our misery, Refuge in grief, Star of 
the sea, pray for the wanderer, pray for me. It’s beautiful. 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The December draw took place last Wednesday and are the 
lucky winners: 
1st Prize (£25)   No.  77 Ms. H. Saunders 
2nd Prize (£15)   No.  43 Anonymous 
3rd Prize (£10)   No.  16 Mr. & Mrs. I. Fuller 
4th Prize (£6.50)  No. 63 Mr. B. Coleman 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish syria aPPeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form 
please contact Mike Lang, or Fr. Francis on 01364 645526 
or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

A message from Lesley Clark: 
The Millennium Fund closes on December 31. If you 
would still like to donate using gift aid there are envelopes 
by the Millennium Donations box as you enter the church. 
 

We have compiled a souvenir booklet of sermons from the 
Millennium services and these will be on sale for £2 at the 
back of the church. 

 


