
 
  

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

20th January, 2019 2nd Sunday Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.127 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 
Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Thomasine Martin; Anthony Kenley; Dom Gregory Burke; Christopher Laing; Emma 
Cummins; Kathleen Pilkington; Alice Alison; William Cardinal Godfrey; Charles Carroll; 
Mary Upham; Rev. Roland Walker; Bernard Miliffe; Marian Harvey; Laura Winstanley; 
William Denman; Stanley Palmer; Kathleen Brocklebank; Dom Augustine Taylor; Michael 

Wadey; Mary Ash; Phyllis McCabe; Helen Hamilton; Duncan Matheson; Mary Alder; 
Czeslaw Bebenik; Winifred Weaver; Mary Lee; Mary Roberts; Rose Piers; Enid Green; 

Josef Lawenaki-Maddicott; Marjorie Lewis; Joan Edwards; Richard Townsend; 
May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £65.32 £30.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £284.92 £48.08 

Second £20.66  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £13.00 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £28.50 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £15.25 £43.00 

Added value through gift aid   £43.75 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Agnes 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Francis de Sales 

Friday Conversion of St. Paul 
Saturday Founders of the Cistercians 

 

Fr. Francis will offer Holy Mass 
in the church in Ashburton this 
Wednesday at 10 a.m. and in 
South Brent on Thursday at 9.15 
a.m. 

This Sunday is ‘Peace 
Sunday’.  Archbishop 

McMahon, National 
President of Pax Christi, 

reflects on its work: 
Once again Pope Francis invites us to start a new year with a 
reflection on our role as peacemakers.  Drawing on the evolving 
teaching of our church and looking at the ‘signs of the times’, Pope 
Francis is uncompromising in his challenge to war and violence. In 
his 2018 message Pope Francis wrote that the “endless and 
horrifying sequence of wars, conflicts, genocides and ethnic 
cleansings” are a major cause of the migration of thousands around 
the globe. Pax Christi has sought to keep these issues in the forefront 
of its work – challenging Britain’s involvement in the global arms 
trade, questioning the morality of new technologies such as drone 
warfare – both here in the UK, and internationally, through our status 
at the UN. 
Among other things we have urged the Government to suppor the 
treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, run meditations and 
workshops at the Eucharistic Congress in Liverpool, produced 
resources to help parishes and schools mark the centenary of the 
First World War armistice with a message of ‘Let’s make peace 
happen.   http://paxchristi.org.uk/about-us/support-us/  

Besides next weekend, the other second 
collections which will take place this year, most of 
which are mandated by the diocese, the Bishops 
of England and Wales, or the Holy See, have now 
been settled, so it may help you to have a list: 

10th February Diocesan Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes 

17th March CAFOD Lent Fast Day 
31st March Parish Syria Appeal 
14th April Easter Flowers 
12th May Parish Syria Appeal 
19th May Sick & Retired Clergy of the 

Diocese 
2nd June World Communications Day 
16th June Day for Life 
30th June Peter’s Pence 
14th July Apostleship of the Sea 
4th August Parish Syria Appeal 
25th August Diocesan Children’s Society 
15th September Home Mission Sunday 
6th October CAFOD Harvest Fast Day 
20th October World Missions Sunday 
17th November Parish Syria Appeal 
15th December Christmas Flowers 

 

There will probably also be the annual mission 
appeal at some time, but the appealers have not 
contacted Fr. Francis to agree a date yet. 

Next weekend there will be a second 
collection for the Parish Syria Appeal 

 
Sister Joseph Marie Chanaa with 
university students receiving CAN 
help. (See article on back page) 

A request from Lesley Clark: 
Many of you will have known 
Michael Vian Clark when he 
was the choirmaster at the 
Abbey. He is to be ordained 
Deacon on February 2 in the 
Diocese of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, USA. Please 
remember him in your prayers 
as he embarks upon his 
ministry. 



 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
1st – 8th August, 2019    Led by Bishop Mark 
Adults £795 pp fully inclusive; Pilgrimage Director Fr. Kieran Kirby 
01392 272 2815 
Youth Pilgrimage at the same time £495pp Contact Fr. Anthony 
O’Gorman 01637 851697.  Subsidies available in case of need. 
A typical Plymouth Diocesan Pilgrimage package includes: 
» Direct flight from Exeter to Tarbes-Lourdes Airport and return 
» Return airport transfers with guide assistance 
» 7 nights hotel accommodation | daily breakfast, lunch and dinner 
» Full programme of religious ceremonies and special masses  
» Guided tours and social evenings  
» Full assistance of Joe Walsh Tours guides and representatives 
Book online at http://www.joewalshtours.ie/section/pilgrimages-
lourdes-plymouth  
See posters for more details 

Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity 

18th – 25th January 
 
Churches together in 
Ashburton are holding 
the following events: 

 
Sunday 20th January: Fellowship Lunch, 12.30 
p.m. St. Andrew’s Church Hall (the Catholics 
provide the desserts).  Please contact Patrick 
Nuttgens for tickets. These cost a nominal 
amount; donations to defray the actual cost 
welcome.  
Tuesday 22nd January: Evening of Taize style 
prayer, 7.30 p.m. Our Lady of Lourdes & St. 
Petroc’s. Followed by refreshments.  
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      
 

A grandfather was discussing the Bible with his grandson.  
“Were you in the Ark?” asked the grandson.  “No,” 
laughed grandfather.  “Then why weren’t you drowned?” 
   

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/  
This week the children were visited by two ladies from the Dogs' Trust 
who came to talk to them about staying safe around dogs. They 
arrived with a big black dog under one arm which fortunately turned 
out to be a stuffed replica on which the children could practise how 
to approach a dog safely. The ladies led sessions in all the classes, 
tailoring their information according to the size and age of their 
audience.  
Many organisations have volunteers or Education Officers who visit 
schools to talk directly to the children to get their  message across. 
From the school's point of view, the children are hearing direct from 
the experts whose enthusiasm inspires the children to listen and 
learn. There will be a few dogs this weekend who will benefit from 
the newfound knowledge of our children. 
Another important visitor, this week, was Fr Sebastian, kindly 
accompanied by Mr and Mrs Lamper who helped him manoeuvre his 
wheelchair around the site. It is many years since Fr Sebastian has 
seen the school and the school is largely unrecognisable from the 
last time he visited it. Fortunately the lifts all performed correctly and 
I didn't have the embarrassing situation of an elderly priest trapped 
between floors.  I think Mr Lamper may have had to go and rest his 
weary arms after the visit as, even with a few mod cons, it is not 
exactly flat! However, I think Fr Sebastian caught glimpses of the 
school he knew and there were a number of staff whom he 
recognised. I think we were all greeted with a similar message of 
"How long have you been here? You must be getting on a bit now." 
Ah, well, the truth is always softened when delivered with a bit of Irish 
charm.... It was lovely to see him and brought back memories of 
when I first started at St Mary's and Fr Sebastian was Chair of 
Governors which, to be fair, was a while ago now!  
 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on sacramental 
marital love in the light of the Sunday readings.  
Our marriages are blessed with gifts 
Just like the bride and groom at Cana, our marriages are blessed 
with gifts. Every day we are given the grace to live our marriage 
vows: loving, cherishing and honouring each other in sickness 
and health, whether money is flowing or frozen. Each time we 
embrace each other and our own personal circumstances, we are 
letting God’s glory be seen. 

St. Benedict South West 
Mackenzie Robinson, who is an oblate of Buckfast Abbey 
has produced a website which contains his personal 
thoughts on St. Benedict and the Benedictine life.  Topics 
covered include Benedictine Life, Reflections, Prayer and 
Vocations.  Links to other resources, talks and videos are 
also offered. To learn more, please go to 
www.stbenedict.co.uk   

 

In Syria students helped by Aid to the Church in 
Need say, “We know we are not alone,”  
Up to 300 Syrian university students in war-torn 
Homs are now able to continue their courses, 
thanks to help from a leading Catholic charity. 
Christian student Sandra Satmeh told Aid to the 
Church in Need that the charity’s university grants 
are invaluable for families impoverished by the 
civil war. She said: “It is a big help to our families, 
since we barely have enough to eat with or to pay 
the rent on our homes.” 
Since the Syrian conflict began in 2011, ACN has 
given more than £3.2 million to support school 
and university places. 
Thanking the charity for its support for university 
students in Homs, young student Pascal Napki 
said: “We know now that we are not alone. 
“This gives us the motivation to complete our 
studies and at the same time to help those who 
are most in need here in Homs.” 
Civil engineering student Anaghem Tannous also 
stressed how education was helping Christians in 
a region devastated by war. 
He said: “There has been a great deal of suffering 
in Homs, and many families have lost everything 
in the war. 
“Being able to continue with my studies is what 
has helped me to remain hopeful and stay happy 
through these years. 
“Now I want to be able to deepen my knowledge 
and help other people here in my country.” 
Wissam Salloum, 21, a software engineering 
student, said: “I’m in my fourth year. Hopefully 
next year I will graduate, but I would like to 
continue my studies in order to avoid being sent 
to war.” 
Syrian men can be conscripted at 18 for an open-
ended period, unless there is only one man in the 
family or they are studying at university. 
Mr Salloum added: “Many thanks for your help. 
There are many of us facing difficulties, but you 
never failed us with your support.” 


