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Easter Bonnet Parade
This morning our pupils took part in the Easter Bonnet
parade. Everyone had the chance to design and make
their own Easter hat (or bonnet) which were shown in
our assembly. Lots of parents and grandparents also
came to see the different designs. This year, Mel and
Coach Ben judged the competition and the winners
were Maria, Freddie, Priya and Jess. The judges
commented that the standard had been very high this
year and they had found it difficult to select just four
hats from all of those made by the children.

Abbey Education Centre – Easter workshops
Each of the classes has visited the Education Centre at
Buckfast Abbey to take in Easter workshops. The older
pupils had an Easter Egg hunt around the Abbey and
Meldon class listened to the Easter story.

NADSA music workshop
On Wednesday this week, we were joined by musicians
from Divertimento Quartet. Four musicians came into
school to talk about being a professional musician and
also their instruments: flutes, violins and cellos. When
they played together, they created a beautiful sound!
Fernworthy Class and Burrator Class also got the
opportunity to sing some songs that they have been
learning in music lessons and were accompanied by the
professional musicians. These are some comments
from the children about the session:
‘We loved conducting, hearing the music go faster and
faster.’
‘They really inspired me to practise music so I can play
as well as they can for people to enjoy.’
‘We loved the fact that we were involved and they
talked to us about their instruments.’
‘ We enjoyed listening and learning about the
instruments too – some of them were over 100 years
old!’

Shetland ponies
On Thursday we were visited by two Shetland ponies, called
Milly Magic and Elegant Grace. We were able to give them a
brush and some people were able to lead them around using
their reins. We are hoping that the ponies will come back to St
Mary’s again next term.
Thank you to Sally and David who kindly brought the ponies to
St Mary’s (and to Poppy and Honey-rose who helped with the
ponies during the morning).

Marine Aquarium visit
Venford class visited the Plymouth Marine Aquarium recently.
All of the pupils wrote a report about their visit. This is what
Abi wrote:
We went by bus to Plymouth Aquarium, because our topic this
term is ‘Under and Over the Waves.’ First we put our bags
down and had a quick snack. Next we went to the rockpools
and saw some shark eggs and some lobsters. We also saw
some sharks – I was really excited when they swam above me! I
also loved seeing the turtles swimming around their tank.
Afterwards we had lunch. Then we saw the octopus and found
out that their belly is in the middle of their brain and that they
have three hearts. Later on we had one last look around before
getting back on the bus to go back to school. It had been such a
busy day that some people fell asleep, Finally we arrived back
at school – we’d had a brilliant day out!
Dance celebration
Marina, from a local dance school, came into school to work
with every class and help them to learn a dance based on their
topic. After a few weeks learning the dances, we held a Dance
Celebration to show everyone the results of our hard work. We
had lots of parents/ carers attend, who also seemed to enjoy
the experience.
Gymnastics
Some children have worked with a gymnastics coach this term,
either during PE lessons or after school in the club which has
been run on a Monday afternoon. During the sessions, we
carried out lots of fun activities such as jumping and landing,
rolling and also creating shapes using our bodies in a number of
different ways. Next term, Coach Ben will be carrying on with
the gymnastics club for pupils on a Friday after school.

School Council
Congratulations to the new school councillors who join
our existing School Council, following this recent midyear elections. Their first job was to help create some
wicker supports for sweet peas plants that we are going
to set in the school grounds.
Woodland area
Wellbeing Garden
At the top of the school field, the gardeners have been
working hard to develop a new ‘wellbeing garden’ which
will be a place where people can go and sit if they want
to be quiet, rather than running around on the field.
The garden has also been designed around our senses,
so there should be lots to see, hear, feel, smell (and
even taste some of the herbs or fruit in our school
meals, once it has grown). We will continue to work on
the garden next term too.

During this half term, Year 5 have been working with
Claudia, Anna and Alison from the Abbey Education
Centre to design and re-build our mud kitchen in the
Woodland Area. This has taken a lot of hard work but
the area is really starting to take shape. We still have a
bit more work to do, but once completed, we will
hopefully invite Meldon to use the new area first and
find out what they think of it.

Learning afternoons
Fernworthy, Burrator and Venford Classes have all
prepared learning afternoons throughout the Spring
term.
The children share their learning with
parents/carers, by teaching them something about their
learning. Fernworthy ran a Roman afternoon where
they showed a Roman battle march and shared
information about their recent topic. They also had
special Roman food to try!
Venford had a special afternoon about their ‘It’s
F..f..freezing’ topic. In Burrator, pupils talked to lots of
parents and carers from across the school about maths
looking at how it is taught and what people are
expected to know in different year groups. There was
also the chance to try out some SATs questions!

Mental Health Ambassadors
Year 5 pupils have been working every Thursday with Melody from EH4MH to train to become Mental Health
Ambassadors. Everyone received a certificate and a badge to show that they had passed the course! Following the really
successful ‘It’s OK to be different week’, our new Mental Health Ambassadors will be working with Miss Slack next term to
look at ways on improving our school.
Meldon Chicks
As part of their topic about ‘Growing’, Meldon Class
have had the chance to have some eggs which they
watched hatch and then look after the baby chicks.
The chicks had a special box which helped to keep
them warm and had grain and water to eat and drink.
All of the children had the chance to visit Meldon to
see the chicks as well. The chicks have now left St
Mary’s and gone back to the farm.

Fernworthy’s Roman Day
Fernworthy Class have been learning all about the
Romans and Celts. This is part of a report about
Boudicca’s Battle (by Madeleine):
The beautiful Boudicca was defeated by us, the Romans,
as we moved forward, raging forwards as the Celts ran
away in fear for their lives on the battlefield. The
Romans crushed the Celts in battle, blood spurting
everywhere like an explosion. As the Celts moved forward
they got crushed to pieces as the Roman formation was
too much for them, so they ran like a wild herd of sheep.
One the Romans that survived the battle said, ‘Although
Boudicca’s Iceni had many more people, they didn’t have
a formation like us. We used the ‘wedge formation’
during the battle and by using this tactic we crushed the
Celts!’ The Romans were overjoyed to have won the
battle and all their practising of formations and armour
paid off, or maybe the Celts just weren’t organised
enough on the day.

