St Mary’s News
Friday 20th December, 2019
Merry Christmas
Many thanks to everyone who has attended the
various events held over the past few weeks and to
members of FOSMs who organised our Christmas
stalls and Raffle.
I hope that you have a lovely Christmas and look
forward to seeing you all again on the first day of term
which is Monday 6th January 2020.

St Mary’s News – Editorial Team
Congratulations to our Newspaper Editors this year:
Poppy, Natalie, Alice and Imogen who have worked
hard to prepare this latest edition of ‘St Mary’s News’.
All the articles have been chosen and written by our
four editors.

Clubs
There will be NO CLUBS during the first week back
after the Christmas holidays. A clubs letter will be sent
home during the first week so that children can sign up
for new clubs which begin on the week commencing
13th January.
Pupils of the Term
Congratulations to TEIGN (Green) HOUSE
Well done to pupils in Teign House who have won the
most ‘dojo’ points this half term and can wear ‘mufti’
on Friday 10th January.

Congratulations to all of the following children who
were awarded with Pupil of the Term certificates in
today’s Achievement Assembly:
Kaiyah - Meldon
Sophie M – Venford

Attendance Award

Amélie – Fernworthy

Congratulations to Riley W who won the Woodlands
Tickets this term for 100% attendance.

Olivia Y - Burrator

Other Awards
Conrad – gymnastic competition certificates
Dylan – swimming award

Christmas events…
Buckfastleigh Christmas Fair and Choir Events
Our school was invited to sing at the Buckfastleigh Christmas Fair.
We performed a number of carols from our school nativity, which
were enjoyed by family, friends and the local public of Buckfastleigh
and the surrounding area.
The choir also sang at St Luke’s residential home in Ashburton. They
sang a mixture of traditional hymns and carols, which the residents
really enjoyed. We were also given the opportunity to talk to the
residents afterwards. Everyone really enjoyed singing to the
residents and making them smile.
Finally, the choir also performed at St Cuthbert’s for the Lunch Club.
The choir members all received some chocolate to say thank you to
all who had sung.

Handbells
In early December, a local handbell
group came into school to work
with Burrator. They performed
some traditional Christmas carols
and also allowed the pupils to play
the handbells as well. The carols
included Jingle Bells and Rudolf the
Red Nosed Reindeer. Everyone
enjoyed having a go and some
people even had the chance to play
the bells twice. This was a very
inspiring opportunity which we will
all remember for a long time to
come – thank you to everyone who
came to teach us to use the
handbells.

Meldon’s Nativity
On 17th December, Meldon Class performed their ‘Wriggly
Nativity’ for parents and carers in our school hall. All of the
children, including pre-school, took park by singing a number of
songs and some children had learnt some lines to retell the
Christmas story. All of the children did extremely well during
the performance, so all of their practice paid off. The audience
gave a massive round of applause in appreciation for all the
children’s hard work.
St Nicholas Day
Burrator Class took part in St Nicholas Day, with other schools at
the Abbey. The day involved making gifts, with each person
making a promise to share at least one of the gifts with someone
else. The activities included cooking, sewing and lantern making.
The day ended with a special service in Buckfast Abbey church.

Abbey Carol Service
Pupils from Venford, Fernworthy and Burrator all took part in
our annual Carol Service in Buckfast Abbey Church. Each class
also led a special Crib Blessing in each of the parish churches
during December. Our Art Club kindly made sheep and angels
to decorate the cribs with.

Curriculum events…
Burrator’s Victorian Day
This term Burrator have been learning about what
it was like in Victorian times. To experience what it
was like being a Victorian school child, the class had
a special day where they dressed and behaved as
Victorian school children. The day was filled with
activities that Victorian children would have carried
out in school, including handwriting and learning
times tables. Although it was hard work, everyone
seemed to enjoy the day.

School Council Devon Wildlife
Champions Project
Last half term, the School Council
went to a special Wildlife Day
which was held at Slapton Ley.
Lots of other schools attended
and there were different activities
which taught the children about
nature. The workshops focused
on bats, oceans, bees and
recycling.
Visit from local doctor
Recently, Doctor Kate visited Fernworthy Class to teach
them a bit more about the human body and how it
mends. The class have been learning about the human
body and how to stay healthy. As part of the topic,
Fernworthy pupils had also prepared presentations to
share with parents and visitors during their ‘learning
afternoon’ in the school hall.

New Meldon Area

Prayer Space

At the start of the academic year, Meldon Class
(for pupils aged 3-5 years old) were generously
invited to use the old Convent building which was
next door to St Mary’s school. In the summer, all
their resources were moved into the more
spacious classroom which also includes a kitchen,
additional classroom and outside play areas. Next
to Meldon classroom is a Chapel, which all the
pupils at St Mary’s can use.

For the past few weeks of Advent, small groups
of pupils have been visiting the Chapel to see our
lovely Prayer Space. There are variety of
activities that can be completed, including
thinking about things you are thankful for,
writing your dreams onto a paper chain and
writing something you are sorry for in sand trays.
It has been a very peaceful and calming
experience, so I think that I should put ‘Thank
you Miss Slack!’

Children in Need
On 20th November, we had a non-uniform day to
raise money for BBC Children In Need. Pupils were
asked to bring in £1 donation to wear ‘mufti’ and
lots of children wore Pudsey and Blush themed
clothes. There were also some Children In Need
items such as wrist bands and headbands that could
be purchased. After school Alice, Imogen and
Jessica also helped to run a cake sale. Altogether
the school were able to raise over £200 for this
charity.

Librarians
This year, our Year 6 Prefects have all been
given a special job to carry out in the school.
Poppy and George have taken on the role of
librarians, which involves tidying and sorting out
the books in the library once a week. Recently
they have received some training from
professional librarian, Carolyn, who works for
Devon Schools’ Library Service. She showed
them some new methods for sorting books and
gave them some tips on displaying books on a
particular theme.

