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Fitness circuit fundraiser
The School Council decided that they wished to raise
money for Cancer Research as one of their charities this
year. One of the fund raising events was to take part in a
fitness circuit which was organised by our sports coach,
Jordan. This involved lots of activities including a bean
bag and hoop throw.
Last week, we had another charity fitness event,
organised by Sports for Champions. Rob Mitchell, a high
jumper visited the school and ran an afternoon of sports
activities. He even demonstrated some of his own
sporting skills!

Prayer Space
This week our Year 5 pupils organised and ran a ‘Prayer
Space’ in the woodland area, giving everyone a chance
to reflect on some of the bigger questions of life, that we
don’t always have time to think about. The children
were very well behaved and the Year 5 were fantastic
showing all the other year groups what to do – well done
everyone!

Many thanks to the Book Worm Club members and
Year 1 pupils who have contributed articles for this
bumper edition of the school newspaper!
Meldon’s Bugs and Butterflies
Meldon class has been learning about the lifecycle of a
butterfly and took care of their own caterpillars which
transformed into butterflies. All of them were then
released into the wild. The children also visited the
Abbey to learn more about bees and how important
they are for the environment.

World Book Day and Theatre Alibi
Due to the snow day, our World Book day
had to be postponed. Instead, we decided
to have our World Book Day activities on
Friday 23rd March, after Theatre Alibi
performed their play, ‘The Boy Who
Climbed Into the Moon.’ This was a play
about a boy called Paul, his family and a
lady called Mabel. The play told the story
of Paul’s theory that the moon was a hole
and of the adventurers that had travelled
there over the years.
We also had a book swap after school
where lots of books were brought in and
swapped during the week.

Fernworthy Class – Music Day at South
Dartmoor
Pupils from Fernworthy class took part in a
special Music day, along with lots of other local
primary schools. They performed a song they
had been practising in their music lessons.

Fernworthy’s trip to Escot
Fernworthy Class studied the Vikings this year. To celebrate
the end of the topic the children went to Escot near Exeter for
a whole day when they experienced life as a Viking in a Viking
village. Pupils baked bread and used special tools that would
have been used in Viking times.

Orchestra Trip
Last term Burrator and Fernworthy went to Exeter to see the
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra perform. We listened
carefully to the music sang with the orchestra and played a
guessing game where we had to identify the type of music
that was playing. The theme of the concert was ‘Secrets
and Codes’.

PE Sessions
Lots of visiting coaches have worked with the children at St Mary’s over the past few weeks. Last term children from
each class took part in dance sessions based on their topic for the term.
These dances were performed for
parents/ carers. They also worked on their gymnastic skills with a coach from Ivybridge Community College and had
lacrosse sessions after school. This half term, Exeter Chiefs have been working with Fernworthy class to help to
develop their rugby skills.

Outdoor Education
Pupils have started their outdoor education sessions this
term with Alison and Anna from the Education Centre at
the Abbey leading the sessions. These have involved lots
of activities in our woodland area and also learning about
how to take care of our local environment and the wildlife
that lives there.

Dartmoor Zoo
Meldon enjoyed visiting Dartmoor Zoo to find out more
about different zoo animals.
The meerkats were
particularly popular with Meldon children!

River Dart Trip

Easter Bonnets

Venford children went to the River Dart Country Park
where they took part in a number of activities including
pond dipping, making bird feeders, a bug hunt and took
part in the water cycle challenge. Each person even got
given a goodie bag to take home!

Congratulations to everyone who took part in the
Easter Bonnet Parade this year. Alison and Anna from
the Education Department agreed to judge the
winners – congratulations to all the winners who each
received a prize.

St Mary’s Easter Egg Hunt
Crocus Blessing
Pupils from St Mary’s School Council planted crocus
bulbs in the autumn, kindly donated by the local Rotary
Club, as a way of raising awareness of the countries
around the world where polio still exists. As the bulbs
started to come into flower, representatives from the
local Rotary Club and the School Councillors attended a
blessing service at the Abbey, conducted by Father
Francis Straw, our parish priest.

School Lunch Tasting
Members of St Mary’s School Council were asked to give
feedback on some new dishes that are being introduced
on the school lunch menus. The children and staff from
St Cuthbert’s (where the school lunches are prepared)
took the whole thing very seriously. The meat balls
proved to be a particularly popular choice!

On 29th March, all of St Mary’s took part in an Easter
egg hunt in the school’s outdoor area. The activity
was organised for all pupils from Meldon class up to
Burrator class and it was a huge success. The children
had to find eggs with letters on them. When they
were finished the children were given a chocolate
Easter Egg for all of their hard work.

