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Choristers at Buckfast Abbey

Torbay and Devon Civic Award

As a Chorister, we sing in German, French and Latin. We
wear long black dresses called cassocks which are made
of wool. We also have singing and piano lessons
throughout the week. The songs that we sing are varied
although are about God, and some are quite modern.
For Mass, we follow a booklet that helps us to know the
order of service and remember the music that we have
been taught. During the service we have a particular
order of formation so everyone knows where they have
to be at the right time. Just recently the choristers took
part in the Mass at 5pm in the Abbey Church. This was
the first time that the choristers had been involved in a
service for a long time due to COVID 19.

All of Year 6 had the chance to participate in the Civic
Award. It involves five questions that you have to cover
including work in the community, school, charity work
and new hobbies and activities that we have taken on
during the year. Following all of the work towards the
award, we had to prepare a folder of evidence which
was shared for our assessment with Alison Gagg. She
seemed really pleased with the Year 6s and they will be
receiving their certificates soon.
Renais

Hollie P and Oscar

Catholic Children’s Society Mass
Pupil Chaplains went to Buckfast Abbey to celebrate a
special Mass for the Children’s Society. The Bishop of
Plymouth celebrated Mass and Mr Searles, who runs
Buckfast choristers, played the organ. The choristers
could not sing due a lot of children needing to isolate
due to coronavirus. However, as Pupil Chaplains we
wrote our own prayers of intercession for the service
around the theme of ‘hope’. After the Mass, pupils
were thanked by the Catholic Children’s Society.
Everyone had a wonderful time.
Honey-rose

Cultural Champion
This term we have learnt about Sikhism in school and
so, a few weeks ago, we had a visitor to St Mary’s
called Avtar, who told each of the classes about what
his faith means to him and shared a bit more
information about Sikhism. He said that he believes
that there is only one God and that he believes that
God loves us all. When he spoke to Burrator Class,
he also talked about Indian food and some Indian
traditional dance. Avtar wore a colourful turban and
he explained why Sikhs wear turbans. We also learnt
about some Sikh festivals and what is eaten and
drunk before prayer.
Alpaca Therapy

Esme and Lolly

As part of our activities week this year, all of the
children went to see some Alpacas who visited St
Mary’s. We got to walk the alpacas around the car
park at the school on a special lead. We also got to
feed them carrots which they really liked. Two of the
alpacas were only eight months old and were a bit
naughty as they jumped out of the pen that they were
being kept in. We also got to stroke them - the
alpacas were really soft, cuddly and cute!
Ruby and Katie
Recycling workshop
All of the classes at St Mary’s had a workshop which
was led by Demelza, who worked for Devon Waste
Education Team. Demelza told us how to look after
the world and explained that if you drop plastic into
the ocean it will eventually turn into micro plastic
which may be eaten by fish. We learnt about how it
would be better if the plastic goes to be recycled by
being melted down and re-used.
Ryan

First Aid Training
Burrator Class did a First Aid training course. We
learnt how to keep people safe and to care for them
if they have had an accident. Techniques we learnt
include helping someone who is choking, what to do
if someone is unconscious and how to bandage cuts.
Taylor

Swimming
At our swimming sessions this term we have been learning different types
of strokes including backstroke and learning to glide. Some people are in
the deeper end and others stay in the shallow end. We have also had the
chance to learn how to get objects from the bottom of the pool, for
example, rings.
Sophia and Priya
Abbot David’s visit to St Mary’s
Father Abbot from Buckfast Abbey came over
to St Mary’s to see our school and so that he
could meet our staff and children. The children
were really good and Father Abbot was really
impressed with the children and school at St
Mary’s.
Suzie

Bee Keeper Visit to St Mary’s
Pupils had a visit from Clare Densley, who is a
bee keeper at Buckfast Abbey. She told us all
about bees. Sadly she didn’t bring any bees
with her but she did tell us that there are more
than 250 species of bees in the UK.
Clare told us about bees’ favourite plants and
brought some seeds to school so that we could
create a bee friendly area in school. We also
designed our own bee friendly garden for a
competition.

Willow Weaving
As part of our activities week we learnt how to weave willow.
We got to weave a bug and a circle of life. Everyone really
enjoyed the workshop and the woman who ran it, Linda, was
really nice.
Isaac

Grayson

Fair trade
Over the past few weeks we have been learning about fair trade. In Fair
Trade fortnight we learnt about Veronica, a banana farmer. We made
friendship bracelets out of banana fibre and wrote letters to Veronica.
I have also helped support fair trade by buying more fair trade food.
Dylan

Dynamic Adventures
Burrator Class went to Dartington to take part in
Dynamic Adventures. We split into two groups
when we got there and then carried out a range of
activities including: archery, assault course, rock
climbing and zip line.
Leon and Holly B-D

Science activity
Children from Burrator Class took part in a special
dissection workshop involving lamb’s hearts. We had
to wear face masks, aprons and gloves. The class did
the dissection because we had been studying the
human heart for science. Although we were hoping
to have pig hearts as they are most similar to human
hearts. Lamb hearts are a bit smaller than human
hearts. Most people really enjoyed it and we would
definitely do it again! Have you ever dissected a
heart? Is your heart pounding with fear?
Madeleine

Wear it Wild Day
We had a special day called Wear it Wild Day at St Mary’s.
Lots of people wore animal related clothing and brought
in £1 donation to try and raise enough money to adopt an
animal through World Wildlife Fund. Children in
Fernworthy Class organised this special day because they
were concerned about endangered animals as if they
aren’t protected they might become extinct. One child
who took part in the day said, “The day was really fun, we
got to dress up like an animal and it helped to save
animals at the same time, it’s a win win.”
Remember it’s not too late to make your donation!
Cherry and Courtney

