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Wednesday 6th September, 2017 

 
Home Learning 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
As we start a new academic year at St Mary’s, we are hoping to building on the home school learning 
that already takes place across the school.  We are introducing a new reading scheme (see reverse of 
this letter) and I have attached some information about maths which I hope that you will also find 
useful.  Please feel free to speak to myself, or your child’s class teacher if you would like any 
additional help or support. 
 

 
Maths Booklet  
 
 
Over the first two weeks of term the children have been taking part in problem solving activities 
across the school.  To help the children to practise their maths skills at home, I have attached a 
booklet which contains practical ideas about using maths and also a copy of the school’s calculation 
booklet to help to explain how we teach the children to add, subtract, multiply and divide.  
 

 

Karate Reading Scheme 
 
St Mary’s is adopting a new reading incentive scheme this term, called Karate Reading which has been 
used successfully across a number of schools in Cornwall.  Just like the Japanese Martial Art, Reading 
Karate is about practising a skill and working your way up through a series of bands/belts. Each time a 
child reads it will count towards achieving a particular coloured ‘band’.   It is hoped that this will encourage 
and inspire your child to read regularly and help them to achieve all the different coloured wristbands.  
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 Number of Reads  Coloured Wristband  
15  White  
30  Yellow  
45  Orange  
60  Green  
80  Blue  
100  Purple  
120  Brown  
150  Red  
180  Black  

 
A ‘read’ would count as the following: 

Meldon Class: 
 Sharing a book with an adult at home – this could be a school reading book, library book or 

bedtime story.  
 An adult must sign the reading record book and only one read per day counts.    
Venford Class: 
 Sharing a book with an adult for at least ten minutes – this could be a school reading book, 

library book or bedtime story. 
 An adult must sign the reading record book and only one read per day counts.    
Fernworthy Class: 
 Sharing a book with an adult for at least fifteen minutes – this might be a school reading book, 

library book or a bedtime story.  
 An adult must sign the reading record book and only one read per day counts.    
 Children who are ‘free readers’ could read to themselves, but an adult must still sign the reading 

record to confirm that reading has taken place.   
Burrator Class: 
 Sharing a book with an adult for at least fifteen minutes – this might be a school reading book, 

library book or a bedtime story.   
 Children need to vary the genres of reading so that they are not always reading the same author or 

style of writing. 
 An adult must sign the reading record book and only one read per day counts.    
 Children who are ‘free readers’ could read to themselves, but an adult must still sign the reading 

record to confirm that reading has taken place.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Nicola Slack 
Head teacher 


