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Dear Parents / Carers 

Pupil Attendance Rates 
In our recent OFSTED inspection, the inspectors paid very close attention to our attendance rates and stressed 
the need to improve the attendance of some of our children.  It is highly likely that this will be mentioned in 
the final report. It is imperative that we reach our target of at least 96% attendance by the end of the year if we 
wish to continue to improve learning outcomes for the children. To promote this, we will continue to award 
individual attendance certificates each term for pupils with an attendance of 97% and above and have a termly 
draw for all pupils who achieve 99% attendance or above to win a family ticket to Woodlands. 
 
Listed below are attendance statistics that are specific to St Mary’s pupils and their progress last year.  These facts 
demonstrate clearly that those children who attend school nearly every day make the very best progress in their 
learning: 
 Those pupils who attended St Mary’s in the academic year 2015-16 and achieved 100% attendance all made 

good progress, and 100% made accelerated progress in at least one of reading, writing or maths. 
 70% of all pupils who made accelerated progress in reading had at least 96% attendance. 
 77% of all pupils who made accelerated progress in writing had at least 96% attendance 
 70% of all pupils who made accelerated progress in writing had at least 96% attendance.  
 
Our statistics at St Mary’s are reinforced by national statistics, for example:  
 Missing a week from school will mean missing about 5 hours of literacy, 5 hours of maths, and 2 hours of 

science.   
 It is reported that a pupil missing 17 days of school can make the difference of a whole grade at GCSE level.   
 17 days missed equates to 1 day a fortnight over an academic year. 
 
Although many of our pupils have good attendance (95% or above), there are a significant number of pupils 
whose attendance is below that figure and are causing concern.  Children whose attendance is below 90% by 
the end of the year are considered to be “persistent absentees”. Pupils who could be considered to be on track 
for a projected attendance of below this figure are being very closely monitored by the school. Parents / carers 
may be invited to meet with our Education Welfare Officer, Mr Chris Frewin, to discuss ways of working 
together to improve the situation.  I have therefore included a copy of your child’s / children’s attendance for 
the academic year to date.  If, having looked at your child’s attendance, you have any questions or concerns 
about their attendance please feel free to come into school to talk to me or telephone or email if this is easier.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Nicola Slack 
Headteacher 
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