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Christmas Events  Thursday 23rd November, 2017 
 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  
There are a number of Christmas events coming up in school over the next few weeks, so I am sending home a 
letter with all of the information in, to try and help with the organisation of these in what is always a very busy 
time of year! Thank you in anticipation of your support with all of the forthcoming Christmas events, 
including the choir events which I have not listed here, but which have been detailed in a separate letter. 
 
Trip to Pennywell Farm Nativity for Meldon and Venford– Thursday 30th November 
There has been a separate letter for this event already sent home with the children from these classes, but just a 
reminder that the children need to come wearing warm clothes for the event as it takes place in a barn at the 
farm.  FOSMs are kindly subsiding the event, but we are asking for a £5.00 voluntary contribution please. 
 
Christmas Fair at Southpark Community Centre– Friday 1st December 2.30-4.30pm 
This year the fair will be held at Southpark Community Centre, starting at 2.30pm.  We are grateful to FOSMs 
committee who are organising the event and who would appreciate your support on the day and also with 
tombola, second hand goods, cakes and raffle prizes.  If you could help on the day, FOSMs will be setting up 
from midday.  There will also be an annual raffle – you should have received your tickets yesterday and there 
are more available in the school office if you would like any more.  Parents who wish to take their children to 
the fair need to collect their children from school at 2.20pm.  If you cannot be at St Mary’s by 2.20pm, please 
go directly to Southpark Community Centre.  The rest of the children will be taken over to the fair at 2.40pm 
and brought back to school for 3.30psm. 
 
Crib blessings – Parish Churches 
The children from Venford, Fernworthy and Burrator will be leading a special crib blessing at each parish church 
(see dates and times below).  As in previous years the children will be transported by coach for the services and 
brought back to school in time for the usual home time arrangements.  It would be lovely if you could attend 
the services as the children do appreciate the support of parents/ carers and parishioners. 
Fernworthy Class – Tuesday 5th December – 2pm Buckfastleigh Catholic Church 
Venford Class – Wednesday 6th December – 2pm – Ashburton Catholic Church 
Burrator Class – Thursday 7th December – 2pm – South Brent Catholic Church 
Meldon Class will have a joint session with Little Lambs’ toddler group on Monday 11th December where they 
will talk about the crib and the Christmas story in the school hall. 
 
 Christmas Carol Service – Wednesday 13th December - 3.45pm in the Abbey 
Our Christmas Carol Concert will be held at 3.45pm on Wednesday, 13th December, in Buckfast Abbey. The 
children are busily learning carols and practising readings in preparation. We would like all the children to stay 
in school at 3.30pm and have a drink and a biscuit before walking over to the Abbey, ready for a 3.45pm start. 
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Parents/ carers/ other family members should go straight to the Abbey ready for the service to start.  The 
children, apart from Meldon Class, will be wearing their school uniform which they can “jazz up” with gold or 
silver tinsel. Please could you ensure, as far as possible, that they are wearing a clean sweatshirt on Wednesday 
(although the school does have a small supply of uniform in case of any lunchtime emergencies).  The parents/ 
carers of children in Meldon Class are being asked to provide their child with a costume to wear (please see 
separate letter.  Following the success of last year’s filming, we have arranged for the Carol Service to be 
professionally filmed again this year which will be available as a link on the school website shortly after the 
event.   
 
After the service, which should be finished by 4.15pm, all the children will stay in their class groups to await 
collection. Parents will be invited forward to collect their children class by class. There will be a member of staff 
assigned to each class to sign the children out to whoever is collecting them. Please ensure your child has been 
signed out before you leave with them.  If your child normally comes to school via school taxi or bus and you 
would like your child to take part but would be unable to collect your child at 4.15pm, please could you 
contact the school to discuss if alternative arrangements can be made.   Afterwards you are invited to return to 
school for refreshments and the drawing of the FOSMs raffle which will take place at approximately 4.45pm.  
 
Christmas Cinema Trips – Thursday 14th December (Meldon, Venford) 

                    Friday 15th December (Fernworthy, Burrator) 
Following the success of these trips last year, we have kindly been offered the opportunity of free entry for all 
of the children at the Barn Cinema, Dartington (many thanks to one of our parents, Mr Whittle).  Each of the 
classes will be transported by coach to the cinema and we are asking for £1.50 per person to help with the cost 
of the coach.  The film that we will be watching is Paddington 2 which has a PG rating for mild, rude humour. 
If you would like more details about the film, the following website gives additional information: 
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt4468740/. 
 
Christmas Lunch – St Cuthbert’s Conference Centre – Friday 15th December 12-1pm; 1-2pm 
This event has become increasingly popular over the past few years and last year there were unfortunately some 
people who were unable to join us for lunch, due to capacity in the Conference Centre dining room.  This year, 
it has been kindly agreed with the Catering staff at St Cuthbert’s to have two sittings for Christmas Dinner – 
one for Meldon and Venford Classes and then a second sitting at 1-2pm for Fernworthy and Burrator Classes.  
Due to this, children will need to stay with their class for their Christmas meal, which unfortunately may mean 
that some families will not all be able to sit together. The older children will return from their cinema trip at 
1pm, at which point the younger children should have finished their meals.  There will be a film for the younger 
pupils in a room in the Conference Centre at this point.  All of the children will then return to school once 
both sittings have finished eating.  If you wish to take your child home after you have eaten, please see their 
class teacher or, if not, the normal home time arrangements will apply. 
 
It is hoped that this will enable everyone to have the chance to take part in this lovely, festive occasion.  If you 
would like to join us, please could you complete the slip below and return it with payment for any meals other 
than for pupils. Please pay for the pupil meals in the usual way. Adult lunches cost £3.30 and additional 
children’s lunches cost £2.20. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Nicola Slack 

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt4468740/
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Dartington Cinema Trips 

 
Child’s Name ___________________________ 
 
I give permission for my child to attend the Dartington Cinema Trip. 
 
 
I enclose a voluntary contribution of £………………. 
 
 
Signed __________________________________________ Parent / Carer 
 
 
 

Christmas Lunch – Friday 15th December 2017 
 
Child’s Name __________________________________ 
 
I would like to join you for Christmas lunch at (please tick): 
 

12-1pm   □  Number of adults □   Number of additional children □    

 

I would like:-    Turkey  □    Nut Roast     □ 

 

1-2pm   □  Number of adults □   Number of additional children  □    

 

I would like:-    Turkey  □    Nut Roast     □ 

 
 
Please find enclosed £ _____ for _______ adult meals and _______ additional child meals.  
 
 
 
Signed ___________________________ Parent / Carer 
 


