
Events and achievements under the community section: 

Library summer challenge 

Two librarians from Buckfastleigh town library came into school to talk to the children about the 
Summer Reading Challenge.  Following the success of last year’s event, the librarians were keen to 
make sure that all of the children knew what was happening this year.  Everyone who wanted to take 
part made a ‘pledge’ to read six books over the summer and received a special goody bag. 

Nepal Earthquake Fundraiser 

The school council wanted to organise a fund raising event for victims of the Nepal earthquake.  The 
councillors generated a few ideas about how they might do this and in the end agreed that an 
obstacle race would be something that people would enjoy taking part in.  The pupils designed the 
course themselves, set it up and marshalled the activities on the day.  After a lot of hard work, over 
£100 was raised for the Nepal Earthquake appeal.  

Buckfastleigh Swimming pool grand re-opening (Please could you attach a link to the writing that won 
the competition at the end of the information?) 

Buckfastleigh swimming pool has been used by the community for many years but as it became 
rather dilapidated, the facility faced closure as after Teignbridge District Council announced it could 
not afford to run it. However, the local community formed a "Friends" group and successfully secured 
a Sport England grant for £75,000 for its refurbishment. As part of the grand re-opening, local 
residents and primary schools were asked to enter a competition which involved writing down their 
memories of the pool.  Jasmine, a pupil from St Mary’s, won the competition out of all the entries 
received and her prize was to cut the ribbon and officially ‘open’ the new pool.  Click on the link below 
to read her winning entry. 

 

Events and achievements under the life skills section: 

St John’s Ambulance First Aid Training 

Burrator class benefited from a six hour first aid course organised and delivered by Sue from St 
John’s Ambulance.  The day involved learning about what should be in a first aid kit, how to 
communicate with a patient, choking, treating wounds, chest compressions and how to put someone 
in the recovery position. 

Fiver challenge 

Pupils in Year 5 and 6 again took part in their annual enterprise project to set up their own business 
and earn money, from an initial investment of just £5.  Businesses this year included car washing, 
cleaning, odd jobs, selling food and running a film club.  The project culminated in the ‘Fiver Fete’ 
where each business ran their own stall for the afternoon selling goods or running games.  One stall 
that proved very popular involved throwing wet sponges at two members of staff!  FOSMs paid for the 
Bouncy Castle at the event.   

(please add photos for Fiver Challenge) 

The children raised a staggering £500 and after paying back the initial investment and giving a charity 
donation there was still enough money to pay for a trip to Crealy. 

(please add photos for fiver challenge crealy)  



 Devon Schools Library training 

A group of pupils from Burrator had some intensive library training from Carolyn, one of the Devon 
School librarians.  Pupils learnt how to catalogue and scan books out of the school system.  The 
children also decided to re-organised the fiction section using different ‘genres’, rather than 
alphabetically organising the books according to author.  The school library has benefited from re-
decoration so is now back in use with well-trained librarians on hand to help other pupils to use the 
library effectively.  

 

Under the Events and achievements section, under outdoor education: 

Tree day 

Pupils from St Mary’s, joined with other local schools to learn about the different trees that can be 
found in the local area.  The day included finding out about how to care for trees and a number of art 
workshops, such as making crowns and wicker obelisks.  Back at school, we planted pea seeds and 
used the obelisks to support the plants as they began to grow.  

Devon Greater Horseshoe Bat Project 

Helen Parr, the Community Engagement Officer for the Devon Greater Horseshoe Bat Project came 
into school to talk to pupils about the importance of these endangered mammals.  Helen showed the 
website http://devonbatproject.org/ and we watched video images of the live bat roost which is located 
in the caves nearby in Buckfastleigh.  She then explained the process of echolocation, to explain how 
bats build up a sonic map of our surroundings.  Part of the John Muir Award this year is to learn more 
about bats and how to protect their environment.  Over the next few months, St Mary’s hopes to 
become a Bat Friendly School using advice and support from Helen. 

Ugandan Garden project 

Through the Devon Development Education centre, St Mary’s has linked up with Mubende Nabingola 
Primary School in Uganda in the district of Mubende. The project focusses on organic food growing in 
Uganda and also in the UK.  The school gardening club have been communicating with the school 
through text messages and we have received photos of the school from Sue Errington and Victor 
Bukenya, a student who lives on a farm in Uganda and gave a presentation about his life in Uganda.  
There have been some interesting things discovered so far, including the fact that the food grown at 
Mubende Nabingola Primary School is used to feed the pupils so it is very important that the gardens 
are well cared for! 

Habitat building 

Working with the Education department at the Abbey, pupils created some ‘wildlife friendly’ places for 
a number of living things in our school grounds.   

 

Under the Events and achievements section, under Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural: 

Button Box 

The whole school took part in the summer musical performance of ‘Button Box’ by Starshine Music.  
Pupils learnt all of the songs and Year 5 and 6 put together some drama sketches to accompany the 
performance.  The story is based on two children staying with their grandparents who are bored on a 
wet day. They knock over Grandma’s button box, spilling an array of buttons onto the floor. They ask 



Grandma to tell them where all the buttons came from - the story behind each button is then revealed 
in a song.  Children had a flavour of music from cultures all around the world including Aboriginal, 
Chinese, Jamaican, African, American, Indian and Irish. 

 Storytelling Festival 

Pupils were invited to the storytelling festival organised by the Education Department at Buckfast 
Abbey to celebrate its 30th anniversary.  The three day festival involved storytelling, theatre and 
puppetry workshops for pupils to attend.  Pupils enjoyed hearing Bob Hartman, a special guest from 
America, Abimbola Gbemi Alao, a play performed by Unleashed Theatre Company and the Footprints 
Theatre Company, to name just a few.   

Refugee day 

As part of St Mary’s joint Global Education project, a Refugee Day was arranged to raise awareness 
of refugees within the UK.   The aim of International Refugee Day was expressed by Ban Ki-moon:  

"Refugees are people like anyone else, like you and me. They led ordinary lives before becoming 
displaced, and their biggest dream is to be able to live normally again. On this World Refugee Day, let 
us recall our common humanity, celebrate tolerance and diversity and open our hearts to refugees 
everywhere." 

6 pupils from each participating school were chosen to be ‘refugees’ and went to another school for 
the day to begin to experience (in a very small way) what it might be like to go somewhere unknown 
and meet with strangers.  Pupils took part in a number of activities involving drama, debate and 
shelter building. Secondary school pupils also visited the school to lead a session about the 
experience of refugees.   They helped the Y5/6 pupils to understand the meaning of the word 
refugees and to understand some of the push and pull  factors that motivate people to move around 
the planet.  The children were then asked to consider what 10 items would they take in a suitcase if 
they were displaced refugees. Finally there was a “Who wants to be a Millionaire” style interactive 
quiz to reinforce some key facts and figures about refugees globally. 
 

Wear it Wild Fundraising Day 

Whilst studying habitats and researching endangered animals, pupils in Fernworthy class requested 
that St Mary’s take part in the ‘Wear it Wild’ day to raise money for World Wildlife Fund, which raises 
money to protect endangered animals.  Pupils prepared for the fundraising day themselves by sharing 
the idea with the rest of the school in an assembly and designing posters to publicise the event.    All 
the children (and staff!) dressed up as wild animals and the children made and decorated wild animal 
cakes, which raised £116 in total for the World Wildlife Fund.  

Visit from French Twinning Association (Please could you add the letter as a link at the bottom of this 
information and photo) 

Scorriton Twinning Association visited St Mary’s with some visitors from Fontaine-Henry in the 
Normandy region of France.  The French president of the twinning association, Marie-Claude Madec, 
was excited to visit the school and helped to create a link between St Mary’s and the primary school 
in Fontaine-Henry.  Children in Fernworthy and Burrator class enjoyed trying out their French 
language skills with the visitors and asking questions about life in France.  Following a successful 
visit, the children wrote letters to their French counterparts and enjoyed trying to translate their 
response (click on the link below to see the letter that we received). 

First Holy Communion 



Nine children from St Mary’s made their First Holy Communion in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel in 
Buckfast Abbey.  All the children attended weekly sessions after school over a number of months and 
worked extremely hard to prepare for this special occasion. 

 

Under Events and Achievements section under Sports section: 

Key Stage 2 Athletics Tournament 

Two teams of pupils represented St Mary’s at the athletics tournament held at South Dartmoor 
Community College.  The Year 3/4  team and Year 5/6 team competed against other schools in a 
number of events including sprinting, jumping, javelin and shot putt.   

Burrator residential trip 

Burrator class went on their annual residential based this year on a range of outdoor adventurous 
activities.  The week began with a trip to Dewerstone bunkhouse on Dartmoor and various 
‘endurance’ challenges including climbing and an assault course which was very muddy!   There was 
also a trip to Haldon Hill to take part in mountain biking and den building – one group built a very 
successful treehouse.  As part of this week, pupils also took part in an inter-schools swimming gala 
with Buckfastleigh Primary School which they thoroughly enjoyed. 

Sports day (please could you move the Sports day photo icon from the home news page and place it 
here instead so that the photos go with the bit of information below?) 

Sports day this year was slightly different, with children participating in a range of athletic activities in 
the morning to gain House Points for their given team.  In the afternoon, pupils took part in more 
traditional races to which parents and friends were invited to attend.   

Key Stage 1 Sports Festival 

Year 1 and 2 pupils attended a Key Stage 1 sports festival at South Dartmoor Community College, 
along with lots of other schools who are also part of our local sports partnership.  The children 
participated in a range of activities competing in ‘friendly’ races against other pupils. 

New Age Kurling (please could you add the link to the information sheet at the bottom of this 
information) 

Year 5 and 6 pupils took part in 6 sessions to learn how to take part in indoor kurling.  A coach from 
the South Dartmoor Sports partnership came into school to lead the sessions.  The children so 
enjoyed playing the game (that many of them had never heard of before), that we hope to buy our 
own set of equipment next year.   Click on the link below to find out more about the game and the 
rules. 

Golf sessions 

Pupils took part in golf sessions after school this term, improving their skills with the help of 
professional golfing coach Mark Cayless from Dainton Golf Club at Ipplepen, Newton Abbot. The final 
session was held at the club itself and gave pupils the opportunity to experience what it is like to play 
on a real golf course. 


