
  
 
 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 

Tuesday Ss. Martha, Mary & 
Lazarus 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Ignatius of Loyola 

Friday St. Alphonsus Liguori 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Elizabeth Bailey; Emma Striffler; Gladys Baverstock; Kathleen Chaffe;  
Maurice Ferrero; Mary Keer-Kennedy; Stephen Hanrahan; Margery Pairpoint;  

Jean Preston-Cooke; Rose Martin; Francis Sibeth; Dom Stephen Kramer; Bessie Clarke; 
Sybil Combe; Josephine Nott; William Stuart; 

 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”       
 Please pray for those who are sick: 

Maureen Purtell Phil Nunn Val Stanley Ian Cuffe 
Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges Mike Ashton Jean Elton 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included here, please 
contact Fr. Francis 
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Thank you for your generosity to the second collection 
last weekend in aid of Aid to the Church in Need.  
Elizabeth, who spoke at the Masses in the Abbey, 
asked me to pass on her gratitude for your support.  
Unfortunately, she had to leave almost immediately to 
visit family in Scotland, so has not been able to give me 
the details of the collections.  These should be 
available to publish in the newsletter next week.  

 20th July 
Collections 1st Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £103.60 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £225.90 £22.00 
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £55.00 £17.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £34.65 £16.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £28.20 £46.00 

Added value through gift aid   £28.19 
 

 

At the moment second collections seem like buses: none turn 
up for ages and then there are three, one after the other! This 
weekend sees the last of these for a while; this time it is 
because today is the Day for Life – the day in the Church’s year 
dedicated to celebrating the dignity of life.  The second 
collection will go to the Anscombe Bioethics Centre 
http://www.bioethics.org.uk/  and other life-related activities 
supported by the Church. 
This year the Church’s focus for the Day for Life is to call upon 
young people in particular to protect and cherish all human life 
from conception to natural death. 

Prayer for the Day for Life: 
 

Holy Mary, Mother of Love, 
holding in your arms, the fruit of your womb, 
graciously look upon our earth and remove from it  
all that hardens our hearts and dims our eyes  
to the preciousness of human life, 
from the moment of conception to natural death. 
 

Through the example of your tenderness 
teach us the ways of compassion and love 
that we may build up the civilisation of love among us 
and a society that is truly worthy of the human person. 
 

Help us to reject all that contributes to a culture of death, 
and to work with others of goodwill  
in promoting the culture of life. 
 

Bring us ever closer to your Son, 
so that we may know the fullness of life that he offers us 
and come to know that life more perfectly, 
with you, and all the angels and saints,  
in the eternal life of Heaven. 
 

Amen 
 

Message from Pope Francis for the Day for Life: 
"As the Church in England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales 
celebrates the 2014 Day for Life, the Holy Father expresses his 
confidence that this annual witness to the sanctity of God’s gift 
of life will inspire the faithful, and young Catholics in particular, 
to combat the culture of death, not only by working to ensure 
adequate legal protection for the fundamental human right to 
life, but also by seeking to bring the merciful love of Christ as a 
life-giving balm to those troubling “new forms of poverty and 
vulnerability” (cf. Evangelii Gaudium 210) which are 
increasingly evident in contemporary society.” 
Cardinal Pietro Parolin writes: "To all involved in the Day for Life 
celebrations, His Holiness imparts his Apostolic Blessing as a 
pledge of wisdom, joy and peace in the Risen Lord." 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Parish Priest: Fr. 
Francis Straw; 
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast
.org.uk 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

In this town, was a little Church that served all the farmers, and every Sunday during a drought, all the 
farmers and their families would come to Church and pray for rain. The Pastor would tell the 
congregation every week that they needed to pray more. One week, one man finally stood up and said, 
preacher, every week we come here and pray, and you tell us we need to pray more, but nothing 
changes.  The preacher replies, that is because you do not have enough faith!  The man angrily 

News from our Parish School (courtesy of Mitzi) 
The school year came to a close a St Mary’s with our Annual Presentations and a 
performance of “Tuishi Pamoja” in the Schiller Hall. The latter is a musical about 
differences and learning to live together. The main characters are a zebra and a 
giraffe. This will explain why several zebras and giraffes were seen strolling across 
the Abbey grounds on Friday afternoon.  Many of the children were wearing 
“onesies” which is basically a babygro for anyone over the age of one up to 
adulthood (and probably beyond….). These, very handily, come in all sorts of styles 
including zebras and giraffes (complete with those knobbly bits they have on their 
heads) and, it has to be said, were very effective in creating the image the musical 
wants to portray of two very different looking groups living alongside each other. 
The presentations recognise the achievements of the children over the past year 
and, for some, their efforts and achievements over their full time here at St Mary’s. 
It is always a very emotional time as we say farewell to children that we have known 
and loved for so long but our job is done. We can only hope that the foundations 
that have been laid at St Mary’s will anchor them through life and the values they 
have learnt will see them through any tough times that they may meet. 
 
 

Fancy a challenge? The Catholic Children's Society are 
organising two opportunities to raise much needed funds: 
on Sunday 28 September 2014 you can Tandem Skydive 
in Perranporth and on Sunday 22 March 2015 you can run 
the Rome Marathon!    
Call Claire now on 07783 156284! Full details can be found 
at www.ccsplymouth.org.uk  

 
NB: Children’s Society newsletter now available at the 
back of church 

Diocese of Plymouth 

Youth Rally 
(8 to 17 years) 

Sunday 14th September 

at St. Rita’s Centre, 

Honiton EX14 1AP 

1 – 6 p.m.  Admission £4 

to include 

It’s a Knockout, tug of 

war, netball, football 

competitions, bouncy 

castle, gladiators, 

bungee run.  Followed by 

BBQ and youth Mass 
Further details contact Jackie 01803 
328916 or Patrick 01837 851438 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Catholic Church, and seeks to develop the implications of 
that teaching for emerging fields of practice. The Centre 
engages in scholarly dialogue with academics and 
practitioners of other traditions. It contributes to public policy 
debates as well as to debates and consultations within the 
Church. It runs educational programmes for, and gives 
advice to, Catholics and other interested healthcare 
professionals and biomedical scientists. 
 

The Anscombe Bioethics Centre is an independent charity 
founded in 1977 (and originally known as the Linacre Centre 
for Healthcare Ethics). It is not affiliated to any higher 
educational institution. It seeks to contribute to and 
collaborate with the academy through its publications and 
conferences, and through co-sponsoring events such as the 
annual Anscombe Memorial Lecture co-sponsored with 
Blackfriars Hall, Oxford. However, the Centre is not itself 
under the aegis, control, or sanction of the University of 
Oxford, or of any of its institutions, or of any other university. 
The academic activities of the Centre are overseen by the 
governors who take counsel from an independent academic 
advisory panel. The Centre is a Catholic organisation though 
it is not an agency of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales. The current director of the Centre is a 
research fellow at Blackfriars Hall, Oxford and a visiting 
professor at St Mary’s University College, Twickenham. 

 

About the Anscombe Bioethics Centre. 
This Centre is one of the principal 
beneficiaries of your generosity in the 
second collection today.  It is a Roman 
Catholic academic institute that engages 
with the moral questions arising in clinical 
practice and biomedical research. It brings to 
bear on those questions principles of natural 
law, virtue ethics, and the teaching of the  

 

The event brought the term to an end with a 
flourish and now there is a five and a half 
week break before we return to welcome our 
children back and meet new families who 
about to start their journey with us. The time 
will fly by as always and there is much to be 
done, not least in our new hall, but that is a 
story for next week maybe. 
 

A message from www.carenotkilling.org.uk  
Regarding Lord Falconer’s Assisted Dying Bill, many many 
thousands of you wrote to Peers, contacted the press, 
engaged in debate on social media and marshalled in 
Westminster and we’re incredibly grateful for your support. 
You can now watch video clips from the rally at our YouTube 
channel, including conversations with Peers who came out to 
thank demonstrators for their passion and commitment and, 
on our website, read a summary of where we are now following 
the debate and find an overview of some of the best personal 
contributions.   
We pass on to you Baroness Campbell’s thanks: “I cannot tell 
you how proud I am of disabled people’s Herculean efforts to 
protest in 32’ heat, many for over nine hours, outside 
Parliament.  Supported by great allies who were happy to step 
aside and give us the stage, made us feel strong and valued 
as equal citizens.” 

responds, WHAT do you mean, we do 
not have Faith, we are here week after 
week, praying! The preacher calmly 
says, yes, but how many people do 
you see with umbrellas?  ☺  
 


