
  
 
 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. John Vianney 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Transfiguration of  
the Lord 

Thursday Feria 
Friday St. Dominic 

Saturday St. Teresa Benedicta  
of the Cross 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Br. Peter Schrode; Mary Concannon; Abbot Boniface Natter; Mark Whileblood;  
Vikki Scott-Maddocks; Georgina Raby; Lucy Voisey; Clare Joy; Edward Beresford; 

Stefan Derda; Clifford Grute; Reginald Seaton; Winifred Scott;  
Philip Bridge; Eileen Nolan; 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. 
Francis Straw; 
01364 645526; 
parish@buckfa

st.org.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”       
 Please pray for those who are sick: 

Maureen Purtell Phil Nunn Val Stanley 
Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges Mike Ashton 

Ian Cuffe Jean Elton  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 
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News from our Parish School (courtesy of Mitzi) 
Now that the children have gone on holiday, attention has 
turned to the hall which is gradually nearing completion. There 
is still a lot to do but, after months of foundation work and 
unseen preparation, each day there is visible progress. None 
more so than a beautiful stained glass window, commissioned 
from one of our parents, which was installed last week. The 
installation was not without its anxious moments as the three 
glass panels which form the window were lifted onto the 
scaffolding several feet above the ground. I did think about 
including a photo but it would spoil the moment (I think on the 
telly it is called the "reveal") when people arrive in the hall for 
the first time and see it in all its glory. As you approach the 
hall from the school you can see the colours reflected 
tantalisingly on the walls as a taster before you catch sight of 
the real thing.  Even Jonathan, who is never over enthusiast 
about anything about the Hall Project, said it was "alright". But 
you can come and see for yourselves when we have our Open 
Day on Wednesday 17th September by which time everything 
will be finished (well, it better had be because the Abbot is 
coming to bless the hall on the same day!). 
Once complete the school will rival any school anywhere for a 
fantastic learning environment in a beautiful building bursting 
with character but all mods cons as well (I don't think I 
mentioned that the hall has underfloor heating - how very 
posh! - and automatic windows! To name but two "cons" or 
are they "mods"....). Another progress report will follow, I 
haven't told you about our new "Reading Pavilion" yet...... 

 
 

 Youth Rally   (8 to 17 years) 
Sunday 14th September at St. Rita’s 

Centre, Honiton EX14 1AP 1 – 6 p.m.  

Admission £4 to include It’s a 

Knockout, tug of war, netball, football 

competitions, bouncy castle, 

gladiators, bungee run.  Followed by 

BBQ and youth Mass 
Further details contact Jackie 01803 328916 or Patrick 
01837 851438 

20th July Aid to the Church in Need 
Second Collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £230.28 £45.25 Abbey 10:30 a.m. 
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £14.00 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £20.90 £21.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £58.49 £5.00 

Added value through gift aid   £20.31 
Also £30.39 worth of purchases were made, so thank 
you for the total of £455.62 given to CAN. 
  

27th July  
First Collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £85.90 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £187.88 £35.00 
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £29.00 £22.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £47.41 £14.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £24.10 £38.95 

Added value through gift aid   £31.68 
 

27th July Day for Life 
Second Collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £23.01 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £57.46 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £12.50 £0.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £29.20 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £35.20 £21.00 

Added value through gift aid   £5.25 
So thank you for this total of £183.62 given to charities 
upholding the sanctity of all human life. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

As soon as she had finished convent school, a bright young girl named Lena shook the dust of Ireland off her shoes 
and made her way to New York where before long, she became a successful performer in show business. Eventually 
she returned to her home town for a visit and on a Saturday night went to confession in the church, which she had 
always attended as a child. In the confessional Father Sullivan recognized her and began asking her about her work. 
She explained that she was an acrobatic dancer, and he wanted to know what that meant. She said she would be happy 
to show him the kind of thing she did on stage. She stepped out of the confessional and within sight of Father Sullivan, 
she went into a series of cartwheels, leaping splits, handsprings and backflips. Kneeling near the confessional, waiting 
their turn, were two middle-aged ladies. They witnessed Lena's acrobatics with wide eyes, and one said to the other: 
"Will you just look at the penance Father Sullivan is givin' out this night” 
  

As the centenary of the entry of the British Empire into the First World War occurs this week, it may be of interest 
to read something about the experiences of the Buckfast monks in those days.  Such strictures as they experienced 
were, of course, minor compared to those of the young men who went to fight, but this account, taken from the book 
“The Life of Anscar Vonier” by Dom Ernest Graf, give some insight into the sort of ‘colateral damage’ which 
affected everyone in those troubled times:  
War was declared on 4th August, an ominous date in Abbot Anscar’s life and in the history of Buckfast, 
for only eight years had gone by since the tragedy which robbed the Abbey of its first abbot on the 
afternoon of that same day… 
For an outsider the very composition of the (Buckfast Community) may be said to have constituted a 
formidable problem, seeing that the majority of its members were German-born…but…during those years 
the community of Buckfast was treated with a consideration, a kindliness and generosity of which only a 
truly magnanimous people was capable…Not that there was never any hostility…but the men ultimately 
responsible for the safety of the country, …came to the humane conclusion that the community of 
Buckfast was not to be disturbed…The only restriction that was ever placed upon the monks was that they 
were not to step beyond the boundaries of the Abbey grounds. 
The anxiety of the early days of the war was increased by the unfortunate circumstance that Abbot Anscar 
was not with his community.  Of late his health had deteriorate considerably and his medical adviser had 
urged a cure abroad.  The Abbot had left Buckfast about the middle of July for Bad Gastein, in Austria 
….in our own neighbourhood, the most fantastic rumours began to circulate as soon as some of the local 
folk became aware of the fact that the Abbot had gone abroad some time before the outbreak of war.  A 
short time after his arrival in Austria Dom Anscar set out for a walk in the direction of the mountains, 
the valleys between which are linked by the imposing viaducts of the Tauern Railway, which were being 
guarded by soldiers.  ‘Word went round immediately,’ the Abbot wrote, ‘that a dangerous individual was 
roaming about in the neighbourhood of the all-important viaducts.  It was rumoured that I was a Serbian 
spy!...For the moment the affair ended with mutual apologies, but from this moment I was suspect and 
on the day on which a state of war was declared between Austria and England I was arrested in the market-
place of Gastein, as a British subject…That same night I was taken to Salzburg under armed escort, and 
…I was left pacing the length of the platform of the railway station, between two soldiers with fixed 
bayonets.  At the end of a two hours’ enquiry the authorities came to tell me they were sorry for what had 
happened.  They requested me to go to a hotel of my own choice.’  (Abbot Anscar chose to stay at the 
Arch-Abbey of St. Peter in that city)  ‘Needless to say, the ‘prisoner’ was most hospitably received by his 
Benedictine brethren of this famous abbey the oldest, or one of the two or three oldest abbeys north of the 
Alps.  Steps were taken at once to secure his release…and by the middle of October, thanks to the 
intervention of the Abbot Primate with the Austrian ambassador to the Vatican…he was given safe 
conduct for neutral Switzerland.’ 
The Abbot’s return came none too soon, for shortly afterwards there was a sudden alarm when an order 
was issued by Whitehall for the immediate arrest and internment of all German subjects.  Fr. Abbot 
hastened to London to see an old friend of his and of the Abbey.  This was none other than one of the 
men who would be responsible for the execution of the order, Sir Basil Thomson.  Sir Basil had come to 
know both the Abbot and several of the monks of Buckfast during his term of office as Governor of 
Dartmoor Prison.  For many years we supplied for the Catholic prison chaplain during his annual leave 
and on other occasions…When the Abbot explained the situation to him, orders were promptly given that 
the German monks were not to be interfered with. 
With the sinking of the Lusitania by the German navy, popular sentiment again turned against Germans living in 
England, but despite determined efforts by a minority in the local area to see action taken against the monks, they 
were able to live out the war interned within the confines of the Abbey, but otherwise unmolested.  


