
  
 
 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Phone line for prayer: to request 

prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Gregory the Great 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Frederick Fish; Emily Halkett; Mary Cory; Elsie Truscott; James Daw; John Beale; 
John Mason; Dom Adam Kehrle; Bishop Charles Graham; Maureen Ellis;  
Julia Willington; Mabel Blenkiron;  Fr. John O’Neill; Marian Whitney;  

Margaret Harvey; Florence King; Walter Greaves;  
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”       Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maureen Purtell Phil Nunn Val Stanley Pat Hedges Jean Elton 

Geraldine Thompson Ian Cuffe Mike Ashton Doreen Trude  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included here, please contact Fr. Francis 
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24th August First Collection Second Collection 
Collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £83.46 £25.00 £71.00 £55.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £234.09 £5.00 £26.32 £228.00 
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £69.45 £17.85 £5.00 £92.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £20.32 £11.92 £18.00 £10.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £11.80 £48.00 £91.05 £20.00 

Added value through gift aid   £26.94   £101.25 
 

Thank you so much for your total giving to the Diocesan Children’s Society 
of £717.62, including a marvellous extra £101.25 due to the efforts of those 
who were able and willing to gift aid their donation. 

 
 

Expressions of serious interest in joining a 
Parish Pilgrimage to Rome from 14th to 21st 
February, 2015 are invited; the intention 
will be to mix the best of what we did last 
year with some new sights and 
experiences, so this should appeal to ‘old 
hands’ and ‘novices’ alike. 

 
 

Above is pictured the 2014 Group just after 
celebrating Holy Mass at the Tomb of St. 
Peter in the Vatican.   
Closing date for contacting Fr. Francis or 
Sue Lethbridge is Sunday 31st August (i.e. 
by the end of this weekend); firm 
commitments will be sought after an initial 
meeting during next week.  This haste is 
necessary since flights need to be booked 
soon after.   
Please note that the hotel has a limited 
number of single rooms available, so a 
willingness to share would be to your 
advantage in securing a place. 

 

Youth Rally   (8 to 17 years) 
Sunday 14th September at St. Rita’s Centre, 

Honiton EX14 1AP 1 – 6 p.m.  Admission £4 to 

include It’s a Knockout, tug of war, netball, 

football competitions, bouncy castle, 

gladiators, bungee run.   

Followed by BBQ and youth Mass 
Further details contact Jackie 01803 328916 or Patrick 01837 851438 

 

Pope St. Gregory the Great, whose feast we 
celebrate this week, was canonised by popular 
acclaim immediately after his death in AD 604.  
The first monk to become Pope, among his first 
acts was writing a series of letters disavowing 
any ambition to be Pope and praising the 
contemplative life of the monks.  Still he threw 
himself into his task, making the Church more 
effective in evangelisation and reforming the 
liturgy.  Gregorian Chant is named after him.  
Two achievements endear him particularly to 
English monks: sending Saint Augustine to 
Canterbury to evangelize the Anglo-Saxons, 
and giving us the earliest account of the life of 
St. Benedict, who died around the time of his 
birth. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 
One day an elderly pastor confides in his parishioners 
that he's feeling a bit lonely and depressed. So one of 
the parishioners suggests to the pastor that he buy a 
pet. Thinking this a grand idea, the pastor hurries into 
town and after much deliberation, buys a parrot. 
Unfortunately not five minutes after arriving home, the 
parrot starts hurling a string of expletives at the pastor.  
After about an hour it gets to be too much, so the 
pastor walks up to the parrot, slaps him on the beak, 
and yells, "QUIT IT!" But this just makes the parrot 
madder and he starts swearing at the pastor in even 
more colorful language. Finally the pastor has had it 
and says, "All right, that's it. Grabbing a blanket, the 
pastor throws it over the parrot's cage and screams, 
"Now, SHUT UP!" Well, this really irritates the parrot 
and he starts clawing and scratching at the bars of his 
cage. Finally the pastor removes the blanket. 
Immediately the parrot starts right in on the pastor 
again.  
By this time, the pastor is so infuriated that he grabs 
the parrot by the throat and throws him into the 
freezer. Well, the parrot starts swearing and thrashing 
about so loudly that the pastor is considering killing the 
bird. Just as he's thinking this, it gets very...very quiet.  
At first the pastor just stares at the refrigerator, but 
then he starts to think that the parrot might be 
seriously injured. He becomes so worried that he runs 
over to the refrigerator and throws open the freezer 
door.  
The parrot climbs out of the freezer, flaps the ice off 
his wings, and says, "Awfully sorry about the trouble 
I've caused you father. In the future, I'll do my best to 
improve my vocabulary."  
The pastor is astounded. He can't believe the sudden 
transformation that has come over the parrot. Finally 
the parrot turns to the pastor and says, "Um....by the 
way, what did the chicken do?" 
  

News from our Parish School (courtesy of Mitzi) 
As the end of the holidays approach, I wish I could tell you that 
the new hall is finished and waits, sparkling in the sunshine, for 
the children and parents to arrive on Thursday, but, alas, this is 
the real world and unfortunately it is not so. However, all being 
well, the children will be able to have their first lunch of the term 
in the hall. The tables and chairs are due to arrive on Tuesday 
(and I have spoken to a real person to ensure that the tables are 
in this country and not stuck in a container somewhere on the 
high seas!)  and there will be a few finishing touches to be done 
like artwork and wall bars (for PE) but the room will be virtually 
finished, she says optimistically.... 
The good news is that our reading pavilion (with light and 
heating, you may remember) is rapidly taking shape and the 
children will have a nice surprise when they look out of their 
classroom doors on Thursday as they know nothing about this 
little extra.  

 
The pavilion will be another space that the staff can use for small 
groups to do their learning and these extra spaces have been 
one of the great benefits of the two phases of the building 
project. As a Victorian school, St Mary’s consisted of three big 
rooms with no other spaces to take groups of children out of the 
main class to learn – a library had been added plus another 
extension which was where the offices have been in recent 
years. We didn’t even have very many corridors, you had to go 
through one room to get to another which is obviously very 
disruptive to the children's learning. But now we have space 
galore and light and beauty! The children were proud to show 
people around on our last Open Day – they will be positively 
bursting at the seams with pride this time! Make sure you put the 
date – Wednesday 17th September 1:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. – in your 
diary. More details will follow next week. 

Catholic Charismatic Weekend Conference 
St. Cuthbert Mayne School, Trumlands Road, 

Torquay, TQ1 4RN 
Saturday 18th October 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
Sunday 19th October 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

More information and booking forms at  
http://www.celebrateconference.org/weekends/torquay/ 
 

Job Advert: CAFOD Diocesan Officer. 
Do you have a strong interest in global justice and 
international development? Do you want to put your 
faith into action? Are you able to manage a busy office 
and help support a growing team of volunteers in the 
Catholic community working in partnership with 
CAFOD within parish and school communities and 
youth networks?  
   
The CAFOD Diocesan Officer is responsible for 
managing and administering an efficient local office 
base in Ashburton Devon, working with the CAFOD 
Diocesan Manager to develop and implement 
strategic plans, as well as supporting our fantastic 
volunteers working within parish and school 
communities across the Diocese of Plymouth.  
 
For more information please visit 
http://www.cafod.org.uk/Work-with-us/UK-
Jobs/Diocesan-Officer-Plymouth   
   
Application deadline:  14th September 2014   

 

Mass at Buckfast Abbey with Cardinal Pell 
for the School of the Annunciation 

On the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lady, 
Monday 8th September 2014 there will 
be a Mass at 12:00 pm to celebrate the 
Launch of the School of the 
Annunciation: Centre for the New 
Evangelisation at Buckfast Abbey.  
 

The Principal Celebrant and preacher will be His 
Eminence George, Cardinal Pell, member of the Holy 
Father's Council of Cardinals and Prefect of the 
Secretariat for the Economy. Cardinal Pell and Bishop 
Mark O'Toole are co-patrons of the School. 

 


