
  
 
 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for 
prayer: to 

request prayers 
in confidence 

call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Birthday of Our Lady 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. John Chrysostom 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Rev. Rudolph Bullesbach; Arthur White; Catherine Huxtable; Charles Parkhurst; 
Ruth Naylor; William Mueir; Abbot Stephen Denis; Winifred Bridge; Clement Burge; 

Evelyn King; James Durkin; Alan Cooksley; Ellen Conlon; 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. 
Francis Straw; 
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.
org.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”       Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maureen Purtell Phil Nunn Val Stanley Pat Hedges Jean Elton 

Geraldine Thompson Ian Cuffe Mike Ashton Doreen Trude  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included here, please contact Fr. Francis 
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31st August Collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £64.23 £25.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £164.25 £12.00 

Second £31.55  
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £42.00 £31.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £33.50 £16.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £41.27 £45.00 

Added value through gift aid   £32.69 
 

 
 

Catholic Charismatic Weekend Conference 
St. Cuthbert Mayne School, Trumlands 

Road, 
Torquay, TQ1 4RN 

Saturday 18th October 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
Sunday 19th October 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

More information and booking forms at  
 

Mass at Buckfast Abbey with 
Cardinal Pell for the School of the 

Annunciation 
On the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lady, 
Monday 8th September 2014 there will be a 
Mass at 12:00 pm to celebrate the Launch of 
the School of the Annunciation: Centre for 
the New Evangelisation at Buckfast Abbey.  
The Principal Celebrant and preacher will be 
His Eminence George, Cardinal Pell, member 
of the Holy Father's Council of Cardinals and 
Prefect of the Secretariat for the Economy. 
Cardinal Pell and Bishop Mark O'Toole are 
co-patrons of the School.  

Youth Rally   (8 to 17 years) 
Sunday 14th September at St. Rita’s Centre, 

Honiton EX14 1AP 1 – 6 p.m.  Admission £4 to 

include It’s a Knockout, tug of war, netball, 

football competitions, bouncy castle, 

gladiators, bungee run.   

Followed by BBQ and youth Mass 
Further details contact Jackie 01803 328916 or Patrick 01837 851438 

The Apostleship of the Sea is 
holding a Mass on the feast of Our 
Lady Star of the Sea on the 25th 
September at 5pm, Cathedral of St 
Mary and St Boniface, Plymouth 
celebrated by Bishop Mark O'Toole, 
all are welcome.  
For more information email 
johngreen@apostleshipofthesea.org.
uk 

 

 

http://www.celebrateconference.org/weekends/torquay/ 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A famous art collector is walking through the city when he notices a mangy cat lapping milk from a saucer in the doorway of a 
store and he does a double take. He knows that the saucer is extremely old and very valuable, so he walks casually into the 
store and offers to buy the cat for two dollars. The store owner replies, "I'm sorry, but the cat isn't for sale. The collector says, 
"Please, I need a hungry cat around the house to catch mice. I'll pay you twenty dollars for that cat." And the owner says "Sold," 
and hands over the cat. The collector continues, "Hey, for the twenty bucks I wonder if you could throw in that old saucer. The 
cat's used to it and it'll save me from having to get a dish." To which the owner says, "Sorry buddy, but that's my lucky saucer. 
So far this week I've sold sixty-eight cats." 
  

News from our Parish School (courtesy of Mitzi) 
The children have returned this week and it was lovely to hear the “wow!”s and 
“awesome!”s as they went into the hall for the first time. The final touches are being 
put to the building and the surrounding playground and, hopefully, everything will be 
in place for our Blessing and Open Day in a few days’ time (Wednesday 17th 
September). Before then, this Tuesday, Cardinal Pell is visiting the school and we 
may have to hide a few unfinished bits and bobs behind carefully positioned screens 
but I am sure he will be impressed by what he sees. I know I am biased but I think 
you would be very hard pushed to find a more inspiring school to learn in, not just 
amongst those built in Victorian times like ours but in any school. 
There are no words that can describe just how lucky our school community is to 
receive so much support from the whole Abbey community. Not just the generosity 
of the Monastic Community but also the gardeners who have recently taken on a 
bigger role in tending our grounds (I am hoping that they will revive my ailing green 
roof in the fullness of time!), the Catering Department who do our lovely dinners and 
the Education Department who allow us to attend and try out so many of their great 
courses. Their combined support raises our little school into somewhere 
exceptionally special and, I mean, exceptionally special (or at least I would if that 
line hadn’t just turned into something of a tongue twister!)  
 
St. Mary’s School Open Day  
Make sure you put the date – Wednesday 17th September 1:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. – in 
your diary.  All are welcome to come and see our wonderful school.  

 

Job Advert: CAFOD Diocesan 
Officer. 

The CAFOD Diocesan Officer is 
responsible for managing and 
administering an efficient local office 
base in Ashburton Devon, working 
with the CAFOD Diocesan Manager 
to develop and implement strategic 
plans, as well as supporting our 
fantastic volunteers working within 
parish and school communities 
across the Diocese of Plymouth 
For more information please visit 
http://www.cafod.org.uk/Work-with-
us/UK-Jobs/Diocesan-Officer-
Plymouth   
   
Application deadline:  14th 
September 2014   

 
 

A Report of an interview with Archbishop Filoni, who recently travelled to Iraq to support the persecuted 
Christians there on behalf of Pope Francis: 

Archbishop Fernando Filoni called for greater protection of Iraq's beleaguered Christian minority, saying the disappearance 
of Christianity from the country would be an enormous religious and cultural loss for everyone. The Archbishop served as 
the Vatican's nuncio to Iraq from 2001 to 2006.  He said it was important that Iraqi Christians stem the widespread emigration 
of their community. That can only happen if they are given a sound basis for hope in the future, he said.  
"The authorities must do everything they can so that Christians are a respected and integral part of the life of the country, 
even if they are a minority," Archbishop Filoni said in an interview 11 August with the Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore 
Romano. The Iraqi government meets regularly with church leaders and in theory is committed to protecting Christians, but 
"this also has to be translated into concrete facts," he said. The archbishop pointed to the recent restitution of three church-
run schools as an important step in the right direction. The schools, two in Baghdad and one in Kirkuk, will be run by 
Chaldean Catholic nuns, who managed them before they were nationalized under Saddam Hussein. "This seems to be an 
important signal that offers hope and indicates appreciation for the contribution Christians can give to the future of the Iraqi 
nation," he said. "Even today, many Muslims remain grateful for the education they received in the Christian schools," he 
said. Archbishop Filoni said that despite continuing hardships Christians in Iraq should seize on these opportunities and 
make the most of them. "Isn't this the moment to begin to have a little more trust and optimism, and not allow fear alone to 
prevail? I think it's time to give more space to hope. If that is lost, there's no doubt the Christian presence would quickly 
disappear, and that wouldn't help anyone," he said. If Iraqi Christians continue to emigrate, it won't take long before they'll 
lose their language, culture and identity -- and it will be lost forever, he said. The archbishop was realistic about the 
challenging day-to-day situation in Iraq today. He pointed to repeated bombings and other attacks, water and electrical 
shortages, high unemployment and a struggling educational system. "One leaves the house and doesn't know if he'll come 
back. There is always the risk of explosions," he said. Under these circumstances, it's normal for Christian parents to wonder 
what kind of life Iraq will offer their children, he said. At the same time, he added, Christians also need to ask themselves 
whether they want their religious community to survive in Iraq. Archbishop Filoni, who now serves as assistant secretary of 
state at the Vatican, was the only head of a diplomatic mission to remain in Baghdad throughout the U.S.-led military 
invasion and for several years afterward. He said he came to feel "almost as an Iraqi" during his mission there. He said 
Iraq's Islamic community was appreciative of the Vatican's presence during the war. He recalled that when a car bomb 
exploded near the apostolic nunciature in 2006 about 30 Muslim volunteer workers showed up the next day to help repair 
the damage. 
The archbishop, who wrote a book about the history of the church in Iraq, also noted that Christian emigration from Iraq has 
occurred several times over the last century, provoked by three great crises. The first wave of emigration came with the fall 
of the Ottoman Empire and the persecution of many thousands of Christians; the second was during the Kurdish uprising 
of the 1960s, which disrupted life in northern Iraq; and the third was the series of events that included the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990, Western sanctions against Iraq, and the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in 2003. 


