
  
 
 

 
 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call 
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday All Souls 
Tuesday St. Charles Borromeo 

Wednesday – 
Saturday Feria 

 Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Bishop John Barrett; Barbara Connolly; Winifred Brocklebank; Emelia Cheston;  
Dom Arnold Weiler; Audrey Lady Petre; Lucy Coombes; Brian Reavey; Ella Roberts;  

Peter Bray; Evelyn Mitchell; John de Ville; Dom Jean Colin; Carol Karaviotis; Mary Ford; 
Lilian Paynter; Margaret Anderson; 

 May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Maria Henderson Phil Nunn Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe Mike Ashton 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton Pat Hedges 
Doreen Trude Gerald Vaughan Williams 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 
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Please consider buying a one of these 
handbags, hand-made in Rwanda, in aid 
of CAFOD.  Please make an offer by 
speaking to June Cocks or emailing 
parish@buckfast.org.uk Bids will be 
collected until Sunday 2nd November and 
they will be sold to the highest bidders. 

 

 

Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £90.50 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £269.45 £20.00 

Second £17.92  
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £18.00 £17.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £77.65 £6.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £27.00 £35.00 

Added value through gift aid   £23.69 
 

This year 1st November fell on Saturday, so 
the Bishops direct that All Saints is 
celebrated on Sunday so that more of the 
Faithful can take part.  This has the knock-
on effect of displacing the Commemoration 
of All Souls onto Monday 3rd November. 
As usual on All Souls Day, the monks will 
walk to the monastic cemetery (as distinct 
from the parish cemetery) after the 8 a.m. 
Mass and Fr. Abbot will bless the graves.  
All are welcome to attend. 

 
HOST is looking for kind, friendly, 
hospitable people who are inspired by the 
idea of welcoming an international student 
at university here, far from his or her own 
family, to their home. This could be for a 
day, a weekend or Christmas, and you 
don’t need to live near a university, as 
students will travel for the privilege of 
meeting you, learning about real life in this 
country, and sharing their own culture. 
HOST is a voluntary activity which makes 
ambassadors for international goodwill of 
us all. Please see www.hostuk.org or call  
HOST Office on 0207 739 6292.   Thank 
you.  Auriel Bull, Publicity Officer 

South Brent Service of Remembrance 
St Petroc's Church next Sunday at 1045 
The Parish Council have invited us to join 
them for the Service. For those able we 
assemble at 'The Anchor' (The 
Newsagents) at 1030, if its not raining and 
walk together to the Church. As usual we 
will need a volunteer to lay the poppy wreath 
on behalf of St Dunstan's. 

CAFOD is joining the Disasters Emergency Committee Ebola Appeal in 
seeking donations: 

“The deadliest outbreak of the Ebola virus in recorded history is gripping West 
Africa.  CAFOD partners are working with affected communities. 
Unless the outbreak is brought under control, the virus threatens to infect 
thousands more people and spread more widely. 
CAFOD partner Monsignor Robert Vitillio has recently returned from Liberia: 
‘The healthcare infrastructure in Liberia has been weak for many years and 
the Ebola epidemic has brought it to its knees.  Many hospitals and clinics are 
closed.  Some people die in the streets looking for medical treatment.  There 
is still much fear and denial among people, and public awareness raising is 
our first line of defence.’  

Our partners in Sierra Leone and 
Liberia are training priests, parish 
volunteers, imams, spiritualists and 
traditional healers to spread the 
word about hand-washing, good 
hygiene and safe burial practices, as 
well as distributing hygiene kits.” 
 

We aren’t having a special collection in the parish, because we have had quite 
a few recently and there are one or two more to come in the near future.  But 
if you would like to donate online, please visit  
http://www.cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Ebola-crisis-appeal 
Alternatively, CAFOD envelopes are available in church and you can put 
something in there and give it in at the ordinary collection or hand it to the 
priest or a sidesman. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

News from our Parish School (courtesy of Mitzi) 
The children return to school on Tuesday this week ready for the run in to 
Christmas! However, on Monday there is a non pupil day which means 
that the teaching staff will be in to do some training and get classrooms 
ready for new topics with new displays and books ready to entice the 
children into their learning. Some of the support staff will also be in, myself 
included, helping to get ready for the weeks to come. Venford are still 
learning about themselves but, let's face it, when you're five there is a lot 
you don't know. Fernworthy class will be learning about the Ancient 
Egyptians and Burrator class are tackling "Extreme Geography" (nope, 
I've no idea what that is either, but no trips up mountains have been 
booked nor diving bells commandeered for deep sea exploration so it can't 
be too extreme, can it?). 
 

I have to confess as a person who works in an office, school is a lovely 
place without the children - or other staff for that matter! No interruptions, 
no playtime knocks and scrapes, no noise and no one to make the place 
look untidy! However, I know it would soon get very boring with no cheery 
greetings in the mornings, no Registers or paperwork appearing in my 
office from Venford as if by magic ( some of the children being too small 
to see over the counter) or excitement at forthcoming birthdays and the 
like but it would be nice to get some work done... 
 

Unfortunately, my optimism about the buildings was short lived - the 
builder was poorly and the project manager was on holiday so no window 
openers working, no sinks draining and the television cupboard has 
remained closed. However, the Abbey Garden Department came up 
trumps with the soil for the new green roofs which they duly loaded on and 
raked and flattened. I am really looking forward to seeing what starts to 
grow as I know the Aaron, the Department Manager, has done a great 
deal of research into the subject. My roof still has the sad air of a bad hair 
day but at least it is starting to go green although I fear this is due to moss 
rather than sedum - let's hope the new roofs have a more auspicious start 
than mine! 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

A mangy looking guy walks into a very classy restaurant and orders a steak. 
The waitress says: "I'm sorry, but I don't think you can pay for your meal." 
The guy admits, "You're right. I don't have any money, but if I show you 
something incredible, will you give me my supper?" “Okay,” says the 
waitress. "Deal!" says the guy. 
He reaches into his coat pocket and pulls out a hamster. He puts the 
hamster on the ground and it runs across the room, directly to a piano. The 
hamster then proceeds to climb up the piano, and starts playing Gershwin 
songs. The waitress says, "You're right. I've never seen anything like that 
before. That hamster is truly good on the piano." The guy sits back and 
enjoys a fine steak supper with all the trimmings. Shortly thereafter, he asks 
the waitress, "Can I have a piece of that fine blueberry pie I see on the 
dessert cart over there?" "Only if you got another miracle up your sleeve", 
says the waitress.  
The guy reaches into his coat again and pulls out a frog. He puts the frog 
on the table, and the frog starts to sing up a storm! A stranger from a nearby 
table runs over to the guy and offers him $300 for the frog.  
The guy says "It's a deal." He takes the three hundred and gives the 
stranger the frog. The stranger runs out of the restaurant with dollar signs 
in his eyes and a big smile on his face. The waitress says to the guy "Are 
you some kind of nut? You sold a singing frog for $300? It must have been 
worth millions!" "No", says the guy. "The hamster is also a ventriloquist." 
 

Annual Clergy Requiem 
Plymouth Cathedral 

12 noon, Thursday, 6th Nov. 
This is the annual Requiem Mass for the 
deceased bishops, priests and deacons of 
the Plymouth Diocese. 
All are welcome to attend this Mass, 
praying for the repose of the souls of those 
of this diocese who have given their lives 
to the service of the Gospel and the care 
of souls. 

50th Anniversary of Unitatis Redintegratio 
On Thursday 21st November there will be 
Vespers in Plymouth Cathedral at 4 p.m. 
to mark the anniversary of this important 
Vatican II Decree on Ecumenism.  Bishop 
Mark and the Anglican Bishop of Exeter, 
Rt. Rev. Robert Atwell, will give 
reflections. 

Plymouth Diocese Job Vacancy: 
Apprentice – Business Administrator – 18 
month Fixed Term Contract – 1 post 
Location: St Boniface House. Hours: 30-35 
per week  
An opportunity to gain general office 
experience working across the specialisms 
of HR, Property, Administration and 
Finance. Relevant on the job training will 
supplement work-related learning. 
Need a working knowledge of Microsoft 
products, a willingness to work in a 
professional office environment, to work 
with confidential information and have an 
open and welcoming manner and empathy 
to the ethos of the Catholic Church.  
 

Full job description and person specification 
HR Manager – Tracey Fuller on 01364 
645455 or email recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk 
Applications are by CV and covering letter. 
Closing date 7th November 2014. 
 

Seeking an Independent Chair of Buckfast 
Abbey Safeguarding Commission. 

The role requires chairing skills and extensive 
recent Safeguarding experience. The role is 
unsalaried but does attract an honorarium 
and expenses. 
Written expression of interest & CV by 21st 
November 2014.  Interviews are scheduled 
for Friday 5th December 2014. Further 
information: ggunby@buckfast.org.uk  

HCPT 507 Joint Services Group 
We are now taking enquiries for next years 
HCPT military pilgrimage to Lourdes, which 
will incorporate the International Military 
Pilgrimage with some 20,000 military from 
over 20 counties taking part in a pilgrimage 
of peace, all wearing their national uniform. 

 
We take ex-service personnel and their 
dependents with disabilities (VIPs) with a 
ratio of 1-1 helpers/VIPs caring for the needs 
of the VIP, we also carry a full medical cover. 
For further information, please contact 
Richard Tipping on 01752  787697 or e-mail 
richard.tipping@blueyonder.co.uk  
 

 

 


