
  
 
 

 
 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call 
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday - 

Wednesday Feria 

Thursday St. Edmund,  
King & Martyr 

Friday Presentation of Our Lady 
Saturday St. Cecilia 

Monday 24th Martyrs of Vietnam 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Sylvester 
Thurs - Fri Feria 
Saturday St. Cuthbert Mayne 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

George Lewis; Bessie Bennett; William Kennard; Robert Dundas; Marjorie Coleman;  
Mathilda Battiscombe; Leila Harris; Dora Southwort; Petronel Ferens; George Stuart;  
Arabella Kelso; Dorothy Mellow; Octavius Hewings; Mildred Beard; Walter Herring-
Mason; William Tolley; Kathleen Baker; Mani Le Forse; Hilda May; Bertha Waller; 

Stephen Elliott; Margaret Cork; Br. Laurence Donnelly; Gregory Noblet; Patience Stubbs; 
Nora Biggle; Bessie Davis; St. John Molesworth; Alfred Howe; Thomas Barry;  

Hazel Clarke; Elizabeth Tremlett; Kathleen Bond; Kenneth Litster;  Joan Jeffrey;  
Anne Morrin; Mary Scarrett; Diana Copeland; Audrey Cole; Agnes Warren Vernon; 

Sheila Bissett; Nina Wallis; Roger Burke;   
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org

.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Maria Henderson Phil Nunn Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe Mike Ashton 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton Pat Hedges 
Doreen Trude Gerald Vaughan Williams 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

16th November, 2014 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p. 155 
23rd November, 2014 Jesus Christ, King of the Universe Eucharistic Prayer I Readings p. 158 

http://www.buckfastparish.org.uk 

 
 

 

Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £95.00 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £181.41 £53.00 

Second £20.55  
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £21.15 £42.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £48.26 £10.42 
South Brent 9 a.m. £23.00 £47.00 

Added value through gift aid   £40.82 
 

Apologies that last week’s list suggested that the 
collection at the 1030 Mass at the Abbey amounted 
to £25.16.  The actual amount was £225.16 – the 
perils of word-processing! 

HOST is looking for kind, friendly, 
hospitable people who are inspired by the 
idea of welcoming an international student 
at university here, for a day, a weekend or 
Christmas. You don’t need to live near a 
university, as students will travel for the 
privilege of meeting you.  
Please see www.hostuk.org or call  HOST 
Office on 0207 739 6292.   Thank you.  
Auriel Bull, Publicity Officer 

This Weekend: Annual Parish Mission Appeal 
This year it is the turn of the St. Patrick
Society, often known as the Kiltegan Fathers, to make the 
annual Mission Appeal and Fr. Pat Kelleher will be preaching 
at the Masses in the Abbey next Sunday. 
Their primary mission is to the poor and the marginalised, 
the teeming shanty towns of indigent adults and dehumanised 
street children in the most neglected parts of the world.   
Your generosity will be much appreciated. 

The following Masses in Buckfastleigh 
unfortunately have to be cancelled: 

• Monday 24th November 
• Thursday 27th November 

 

 
Solemnity of Christ the King.   

Sunday 23rd November The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for veneration in the Abbey from after the 1030 Mass until Vespers on this day.   Please join us for a holy hour from 3 to 4 p.m., spending time thanking Jesus for being with us and praying that all people will come to believe in Him.  Advent Service of Light 
Ashburton 7:30 p.m. Tuesday 2nd December  

South Brent 7:30 p.m. Thursday 4th December  
 

Please come and join in this prayerful expression of the 
season of advent: a time of watchfulness and hope, 
preparing ourselves to greet our newborn saviour. 
 

Members of other Christian churches have been invited, so 
please come and help to welcome them. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (courtesy of 
Mitzi) 
Most of the time, when cooking takes place in 
the school, delicious smells waft up past my 
office and out of the front door of the school. 
Unfortunately, this week, Venford (who, by the 
way, are now learning about the seasons and 
time – not more about themselves as I 
previously told you) made chutney using 
seasonal produce which, by all accounts, 
tastes delicious. However, be warned, the 
smell when it is bubbling on the stove is not 
dissimilar to very smelly socks! Parents 
coming to collect their children looked a little 
alarmed – the polite ones holding their breath, 
the not so polite holding their noses or putting 
their scarves over their faces – until they could 
escape once more into the fresh air. I really do 
hope that they will forget the smell by the time 
some of it is put on sale at the Fayre. 
Meanwhile, three days later, a slight haze still 
lingers in the staffroom…. 

 
That aside, the rest of the week was most 
successful with Fernworthy enjoying an 
“Ancient Egypt” day on Wednesday, when 
they were able to discover artefacts and solve 
Ancient Egyptian puzzles, and the whole 
school enjoying a visit from Theatre Alibi on 
Friday who performed “Mucky Pup” for them. 
This is a play about a very tidy boy who makes 
friends with a very scruffy dog. It is a story 
about childhood fears, being different, being 
bullied and being brave and it marks the start 
of our work for Anti Bullying Week which 
begins on Monday. 
Progress on the final touches to the building 
continues to disappoint but I am reliably 
informed that the gym bars will arrive this 
week – just before our gym sessions finish – 
but at least that will be another important part 
of the work completed. If we could just get the 
windows to open and shut with the remote 
control and the roofs to drain properly we 
would be so close to the finishing line! 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

An elderly Parish Priest was searching his wardrobe for his clerical collar before Sunday Mass. In the back, he found a 
small box containing 3 eggs and a large sum of money totalling £350. He called his housekeeper to enquire about the box 
and its contents. Embarrassed, she admitted having hidden the box there since being employed 30 years previously. The 
Parish Priest asked her, "WHY?" She replied that she hadn't wanted to hurt his feelings. He asked her how the box could 
have hurt his feelings. She said that every time he had delivered a poor sermon, she had placed an egg in the box. The 
priest felt that 3 poor sermons in 30 years was certainly nothing to feel bad about, so he asked her what the £350 was for. 
She replied, "Each time I got a dozen eggs, I sold them to the neighbours for £1." 
 

50th Anniversary of Unitatis Redintegratio 
On Thursday 21st November there will be 
Vespers in Plymouth Cathedral at 4 p.m. 
to mark the anniversary of this important 
Vatican II Decree on Ecumenism.  Bishop 
Mark and the Anglican Bishop of Exeter, 
Rt. Rev. Robert Atwell, will give 
reflections. 

 

 

Looking for runners (again)! If you didn’t fancy running a marathon in Rome 
how about Paris? The Catholic Children’s Society has places to run the 
Paris Marathon on Sunday 12 April 2015. Please contact Claire asap for 
further details on 07783 156284 or email fundraising@ccsplymouth.org.uk 

 

History of the Chapel of St. Lawrence, Ashburton (continued) 
“Father Hellyer often told us the story of how the good deacon Lawrence, 
when requested by the Magistrate to give up the treasures of the Church 
at Rome, of which he was the keeper, requested three days to collect them 
together.  The time was fixed for the third day, being 11th August, at which 
time he assembled all the poor, maimed, and widows of the Church, in the 
market-place.  When asked for the treasures of the Church, he pointed to 
these poor people, saying they were the treasures committed by God to 
his charge.  This act so enraged the pagan magistrate, that he ordered the 
deacon to be roasted alive on a gridiron over a slow fire, which was 
immediately carried out, and so 11th August was kept as his day, when 
deeds of charity were performed to his honour, and prayers at his altar 
found special grace. 
On either side of the nave were aisles, with small altars at the eastern end.  
These were well provided with necessaries for service in the shape of 
cloths, plate, and banners; at these mass was said morning and evening 
for the dead; and at all times the chapel was open, and people dropped in 
and told their beads at leisure. 
At the anniversaries of the deaths of burgesses whole families might be 
seen joining in the mass, when they gave alms to the poor who collected 
at the door on such occasions, and paid handsomely for the dirge.  
The lower part of the tower opened into the nave with a high arch, which 
reached to the roof, and showed the handsome west tower window from 
the opposite end.  Here Father Hellyer was always to be seen either before 
an altar or in one of the aisles, with a group of boys around him, teaching 
them parts of the Latin service.  Much of his teaching, if put in protestant 
language, would now pass for reformed doctrine, and shows how many 
Romish priests, whilst performing superstitious rites yet in heart were able 
to grasp the germ of truth which those rites overlay; but I fear the people 
were too blind and ignorant to benefit much by it.  (Editor: Let’s admire the 
author for his history and politely ignore his lack of appreciation of how 
profoundly the Faithful understand what it taking place at Holy Mass) 

Jillian Wilce, Adviser for Family Life in the Diocesan Department for 
Formation, has told us about a new resource called “Marriage Matters”, 
which consists of short reflections for each Sunday, drawing words of 
encouragement for married couples from the words of Scripture.  These 
will be included in the newsletter from 1st Sunday of Advent.  For 
information about the authors, please visit www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

We heard the Sub-Prior of Buckfast had attended and administered extreme unction shortly before the good priest’s death.  
Soon after death the body was removed from the house into the chapel, and there placed on a bier before the high altar, clad 
in his Monk’s garments, in charge of a party from Buckfast Abbey, who watched and prayed until the funeral, whilst tall 
candles were burning around.  (to be continued) 


