
  
 
 

 
 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Advent 
Tuesday Advent 

Wednesday St. Francis Xavier 
Thursday Advent 

Friday Advent 
Saturday Advent 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Sean Bass-Twitchell; Nora Prosser; Hilda Goddard; Madeleine Batten; Elizabeth Alison; 
Catherine Parr; Frederick Walters; Dom Wilfrid Schneider; Robert Wilshaw;  
Harold Truscott; Bertha Prowse; Edgar Smith; Mary Everall; Henry Slesser;  

Peter Donovan; Br. Adalbert Walsh; Catherine Cross; Nancy Carlisle; Dorothy Walmsley; 
Patrick Boston; Kay Jones; Tullius Noblet; Venessa Emmett; Eileen Ashton;  

Sheila Cocks; Katie Gayton; Edith Sibeth; Kathleen Cawley; 
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Maria Henderson Phil Nunn Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe Mike Ashton 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton Pat Hedges 
Doreen Trude Gerald Vaughan Williams 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 
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Collections 15/16 Nov.  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £86.60 £10.00 £123.62 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £167.26 £20.00 £219.04 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £40.00 £22.85 £20.00 £0.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £30.50 £11.92 £8.40 £20.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £37.01 £12.50 £26.80 £32.00 

Added value through gift aid   £19.32   £13.00 
 

Special thanks for your donations to the Mission Appeal, which with gift 
aid totalled £462.86 

In this coming week the monks have their 
annual retreat, so there will be the following 
changes to daily Mass times:  
 

Wednesday Ashburton 10:15 a.m. 
Thursday Buckfastleigh cancelled 
Friday Ashburton 10:15 a.m. 

 
Advent Service of Light 

Ashburton 7:30 p.m. Tuesday 2nd December  
South Brent 7:30 p.m. Thursday 4th December  

 

Please come and join in this prayerful expression of the 
season of advent: a time of watchfulness and hope, 
preparing ourselves to greet our newborn saviour. 
 

Members of other Christian churches have been invited, so 
please come and help to welcome them. 

 

 

 

Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £38.65 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £135.61 £52.00 

Second £9.70  
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £17.77 £27.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £27.56 £6.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £24.00 £47.50 

Added value through gift aid   £38.57 
 

Pantomime Outing 
Each Christmas youngsters who attending the 
children’s liturgy group at South Brent are given 
free tickets to see the pantomime at the Princess 
Theatre in Torquay.  Their parents and other adults 
are also welcomed, with reduced price tickets 
costing only £8.  This notice is appearing in the 
newsletter so that families in other parts of the 
parish know that they are welcome as well.  The 
show is “The Sleeping Beauty” and the 
performance will be on the afternoon of the Sunday 
before Christmas.  More details from Bob and 
Kathy on 01364 652502. 
Ed: Because of boring things like insurance, it is 
necessary to point out that this is not an official 
Parish outing, but a private arrangement organised 
by Bob Smith, who has asked that this notice be 
placed in the newsletter.  Nevertheless, we hope 
everyone who takes part has a jolly good time!   

Recently the children and staff of St. 
Mary’s School have been busy preparing 
artwork for the cribs in the churches at 
Ashburton, South Brent and 
Buckfastleigh.  Each Crib will feature the 
work of a different class and they will be 
travelling to the churches next week for a 
short service of blessing. 

Please come and join in one or more of these services.  That’s a 
good way of supporting the children and showing our gratitude 
for what they’ve done for us.  Times are given below.  
 

 

Crib Blessing Services - All begin at 2 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 9th Dec. South Brent 
Wednesday 10th Dec. Buckfastleigh 
Thursday 11th Dec. Ashburton 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (courtesy of Mitzi) 
Once again, at St Mary’s, the variety of life in a school has 
been reflected in activities over the past couple of weeks. 
The first “event” was an opportunity for staff and 
governors to meet to continue our work on our Mission 
Statement. David Wells, from the Diocese, has been 
helping us develop our understanding of what we are 
striving to achieve for the children in the school and the 
wider community. This time, we met to discuss what we 
mean by “Gospel Values” which comes in the first line of 
our statement as at least one member of staff (okay, it was 
me!) felt that they could not give a clear answer to this if 
challenged by a parent or other member of the 
community. This conversation then raised the question - 
how does our Mission Statement link to the Religious 
Education taught in the school? This raised more 
questions than answers and two of our teachers took the 
discussion to a meeting with John Mannix, the Chief 
Executive of the Multi Academy Trust of which we are 
part. There are no quick answers to this but I will try to 
keep you informed as things develop. All deep stuff, ‘ey? 
Fast forward to Friday night and the school’s “Christmas” 
Fair. Tinsel, glitter, Father Christmas, small children 
dressed as elves, hot dogs and “Ho! Ho! Ho!”s were in full 
supply. There were raffle prizes, competitions, carol 
singing, mince pies and cakes aplenty!  Our annual 
fundraiser, held in our own hall and on a Friday night for 
the first time, was packed to the roof with our community 
who came together to have some fun at the start of 
Advent. I am fairly sure none of them were worried about 
Gospel Values at the time but were hopefully all pretty 
happy to be a part of our school community. We live our 
values every day, trying always to be fair and just and 
building fortitude in the children, as do all schools, but 
what makes St Mary’s different? Ah, now that is the 
question! 

 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

There are three engineers in a car; an electrical engineer, a chemical engineer and a Microsoft engineer. Suddenly the 
car just stops by the side of the road, and the three engineers look at each other wondering what could be wrong. The 
electrical engineer suggests the electronics of the car be removed down to its parts and then try to trace where a fault 
might have occurred. The chemical engineer, not knowing much about cars, suggests that may be the fuel is becoming 
emulsified and getting blocked somewhere. Then, the Microsoft engineer, not knowing much about anything, comes up 
with a suggestion, "Why don't we close all the windows, get out, get back in, open the windows again? Maybe it'll 
work!?" 
 

Jillian Wilce, Adviser for Family Life in the Diocesan Department 
for Formation, has told us about a new resource called “Marriage 
Matters”, which consists of short reflections for each Sunday, 
drawing words of encouragement for married couples from the 
words of Scripture.  These will be included in the newsletter from 
1st Sunday of Advent.  For information about the authors, please 
visit www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

 
CAFOD asks us, out of love for our neighbours worldwide and 
respect for God’s creation, to sign a card or to send the message 
on CAFOD’s web site, at cafod.org.uk/oneclimate, asking political 
leaders to: 
• prevent climate change pushing people deeper into poverty;  
• support the transition from polluting fossil fuels to sustainable 

energy for all. 
Human activity is responsible for the rapid increase in global 
temperature experienced since the 1900s - scientists are now 
more than 95% certain of this.  
Governments need to adopt an aggressive strategy to start cutting 
global greenhouse gas emissions immediately - Not to do so 
would increase the risk of severe and dangerous impacts of 
climate change (IPCC). 
The poorest people are suffering the impacts of a changing 
climate now - 423 million of the world’s poorest people (more than 
the total population of the USA and the UK put together), who are 
already surviving at the edge of poverty (on less than $1.25 per 
day), and who are least responsible for climate change, are most 
at risk from its impacts. (CAFOD research, 2014) 
Those most responsible are the industrialised countries who are 
suffering the least -  (IPCC 2014) 
The ability of the world’s poorest people to climb out of poverty 
will be undermined by climate change.  
Much of the work and support which CAFOD has delivered over 
the years is likely to be undermined.  “The impacts [of climate 
change] could roll back decades of development gains and push 
millions of people back into poverty within our lifetimes.” (Jim Kim, 
president of the World Bank) 

Resources for Young People 
The Catholic Church in this country has prepared some resources to 
help young people to reflect on faith and the Good News of Jesus.  
They pose the question ‘How happy are you?’ with the intention of 
reflecting on how we can find true and lasting happiness. We pray 
for young people as they find their way in life, and offer them these 
resources as a sign of how much we want to support them in their 
search for deeper meaning in life. 
Please visit www.nationalyouthsunday.org.uk for more information. 

 
 

January 18th is the start of the 
Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity.   In Ashburton there will 
be the usual very popular 
fellowship lunch. 

It takes place in St. Andrew’s Church Hall and it is 
essential to buy a ticket in advance, cost 20 pence (You 
are invited to make a further donation towards costs and 
for charity during the meal).  The tickets will be available 
in Ashburton church on 4th January. 

HCPT Group 507 joint services, are holding a 
Christmas Dinner for forces veterans with 
disabilities, on Wednesday 14th December 2014 at 
the Cathedral Hall in Plymouth. 
If you are eligible or know of anyone who would 
benefit in joining us please contact Richard Tipping 
on 01752 787697. We also need decorations for the 
table and a medium size crib. 
NB: The joint services pilgrimage to Lourdes 14-22 May 2015. 
 

 


