
  
 
 

 
 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in confidence call 
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Immaculate Conception  

of Our Lady 
Tuesday - 

Friday Feria 

Saturday St. Lucy 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Edward Phillipps; Beryl Gompertz; Margaret Sawdye; Edith Major; Anne Leitch; Johanna 
Beck; Mary Wood; Mary Shea; Frederick Ratcliff; Thomas Morrin; Lena French; Mary 
Kennard; Florence Lewis; Henry Schiller; Abbot Placid Hooper; Dom Adam Hamilton; 
Emily Hare; Reginald Middleton; Arthur Salter; Dorothy Whileblood; Margaret Carroll; 

Henry Southworth; Robin Lindsay Smith; 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Maria Henderson Phil Nunn Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe Mike Ashton 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton Pat Hedges 
Doreen Trude Gerald Vaughan Williams 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 
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Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £62.45 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £138.86 £30.00 

Second £19.01  
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £35.57 £42.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £52.65 £11.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £28.28 £46.00 

Added value through gift aid   £37.69 
 

Pantomime Outing 
Each Christmas youngsters who attending the 
children’s liturgy group at South Brent are given free 
tickets to see the pantomime at the Princess Theatre 
in Torquay.  Their parents and other adults are also 
welcomed, with reduced price tickets costing only 
£8.  This notice is appearing in the newsletter so that 
families in other parts of the parish know that they 
are welcome as well.  The show is “The Sleeping 
Beauty” and the performance will be on the 
afternoon of the Sunday before Christmas.  More 
details from Bob and Kathy on 01364 652502. 
Ed: Because of boring things like insurance, it is 
necessary to point out that this is not an official 
Parish outing, but a private arrangement organised 
by Bob Smith, who has asked that this notice be 
placed in the newsletter.  Nevertheless, we hope 
everyone who takes part has a jolly good time!   

HCPT Group 507 joint services, are holding a Christmas Dinner for 
forces veterans with disabilities, on Wednesday 14th December 
2014 at the Cathedral Hall in Plymouth. 
If you are eligible or know of anyone who would benefit in joining us 
please contact Richard Tipping on 01752 787697. We also need 
decorations for the table and a medium size crib. NB: The joint services 
pilgrimage to Lourdes 14-22 May 2015. 

Please come and join in one or more of the crib 
blessings this week if you can.  They are simple 
and brief, but very charming services, enhanced 
by the presence of the children and staff of St. 
Mary’s School who have prepared the cribs.  
 

 

Crib Blessing Services - All begin at 2 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 9th Dec. South Brent 
Wednesday 10th Dec. Buckfastleigh 
Thursday 11th Dec. Ashburton 

 

 

SAVE YOUR STAMPS in aid of the Catholic 
Children’s Society! As the Christmas cards start to 
land on your doormat this Advent, please remember 
to cut off the stamps from the envelopes and send 
to STAMPS N ALL, DEPT CCS-PLYM, PO BOX 245 
PLYMOUTH, PL5 2WX. Small things make a BIG 
difference. Thank you, Claire 07783 156284 

 

Next week there will be 
a second collection for 
Christmas flowers 

A weekend with Bishop Mark & Fr Stephen Wang to explore how as a 
Diocese we might respond to Pope Francis’ call to make 
evangelisation our priority.  An exciting moment in the life of our local 
Church as we anticipate the future with fresh hope.  Open to all and 
especially useful for catechists, teachers, parents and anyone who is 
excited about evangelisation.   
Feb. 6-8, Toorak Hotel Torquay £105 non-residential; from £155 
residential.  To book contact Debbie on 01364 645393 or go to 
www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/gather2015  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (courtesy of Mitzi) 
This term, the children have been enjoying gym sessions led by a 
gymnastic specialist every other week and, at last, the children have 
been able to have a session using our new wall bars which were installed 
a couple of weeks ago.  The teaching staff who, at least since they have 
been at St Mary’s, have not had to contend with anything more 
challenging than a couple of benches, some mats and three trestles of 
different sizes will be getting training this week so that they can use the 
new equipment to the fullest extent. For those of you who care about the 
aesthetics of the hall (like me) you will be pleased to hear that the bars 
are largely made of wood with some coloured hoops and bars and 
actually blend in very well with the look of the whole room. Put it this 
way, you still feel that you are having assemblies and lunch in a nice hall 
not a gym. 
Looking forward to the coming week, the children will be visiting the 
parish churches in South Brent (Tuesday), Buckfastleigh (Wednesday) 
and Ashburton (Thursday) for the Crib Blessing services which start at 
2pm. Each class visits a different church each year which is a great way 
for them to meet any parishioners who can join them for the service. As 
I mentioned in an earlier newsletter the backdrops for the cribs this year 
have been made by the Art Club who meet every Tuesday lunchtime. 
The paintings have each been done in the style of a different artist – Van 
Gogh for South Brent and, I think, Michelle D’Oyley at Buckfastleigh and 
Monet at Ashburton. I have to confess, I had to “google” Michelle 
D’Oyley and I was really pleased that I did – what beautiful artwork – I 
am sure the Art Club will have been inspired by her to produce a lovely 
backdrop for the crib. 
 
From Fr. Francis: Congratulations, St. Mary’s, for making it on to the 
front page of the Mid Devon Advertiser this week, rightly celebrating your 
fine charitable work, filling shoeboxes with gifts for needy children 
around the world. 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A police officer had just pulled over a car full of nuns for going too 
slow on a major highway. Police officer: "Why were you driving so 
slowly?" Nun driver: "I kept seeing all these signs with the number 20 
on them and figured that was the speed limit." Police officer: "No, 
Sister, that is the highway number." Nun: "Oh, I'm so sorry, Officer, I 
didn't know that." Then the police officer looks into the back seat and 
sees that the nuns there have panic-stricken faces and white knuckles 
from holding on to each other too tightly. Police officer: "What's wrong 
with the nuns in the back seat?" Nun: "Oh, we just got off Highway 
166 a few miles ago." 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings.  I forgot to begin 
last week, so here’s a catch-up: 
 

First Sunday in Advent 
Thanking God for each other 

“Stay awake for you never know when the time 
will come…!” Today’s Gospel reminds us to 
remember that our lives together will not go on 
for ever.  It is therefore so important to thank 
God every day for the wonderful gift that we are 
to each other, indeed one of the greatest gifts 
that the Father has given us.  
 

Second Sunday of Advent  
Let us be a sign for all 

A voice cries “Prepare in the wilderness a way 
for the Lord”.  Sometimes life can seem to be a 
wilderness as we look ahead. If we try to live 
today to the best of our abilities,  
removing those attitudes and behaviours that 
prevent us from being better husbands and 
wives,  then we can become a clearer ‘signpost’ 
for everyone. 

For information about the authors, please visit 
www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

 

 
 

 

 
CAFOD asks us, out of love for our neighbours 
worldwide and respect for God’s creation, to 
sign a card or to send the message on CAFOD’s 
web site, at cafod.org.uk/oneclimate, asking 
political leaders to: 
• prevent climate change pushing people 

deeper into poverty;  
• support the transition from polluting fossil 

fuels to sustainable energy for all. 
 

Cards are available in the churches. 

Resources for Young People 
The Catholic Church in this country has prepared 
some resources to help young people to reflect on 
faith and the Good News of Jesus.  They pose the 
question ‘How happy are you?’ with the intention 
of reflecting on how we can find true and lasting 
happiness.   www.nationalyouthsunday.org.uk  

 

January 18th is the start of the 
Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity.  In Ashburton there will 
be the usual very popular  

fellowship lunch. It takes place in St. Andrew’s 
Church Hall and it is essential to buy a ticket in 
advance, cost 20 pence (You are invited to 
make a further donation towards costs and for 
charity during the meal).  The tickets will be 
available in Ashburton church on 4th January. 

 

It was lovely to see such good numbers attending 
the Services of Light held in the churches at 
Ashburton and South Brent last week and to 
welcome our brothers and sisters in Jesus from 
the Anglican, Methodist and Quaker churches, 
including the Vicars of Ashburton and South 
Brent.  All expressed delight at the charming 
simplicity of the events, beginning in darkness 
with the reading of the story of Adam and Eve, 
then the procession of the Advent Wreath (with 
thanks to June Cocks, pictured on the left as she 
prepared to do this in Ashburton), and the gradual 
lighting of the candles as the readings brought us 
through the prophecies of Isaiah to the birth of our 
Saviour. 
Both congregations were most generous in the 
collections for charity: from Ashburton £85.94 will 
be divided equally between Water Aid and 

the Foodbank; from South Brent £68 will be sent to Children’s Hospice 
South West.  After our worship together we enjoyed a very convivial time 
with refreshments.  Thank you to all who worked so hard for the success 
of these events: sacristans, organists, flower arrangers, cooks and 
mulled-wine makers! 
 


