
  
 
 

 
 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in confidence call 
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday – Saturday Feria 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Julia Rundle; Florence Stancombe; Frederick Caddy; Francis Pilkington; Br. Matthias 
Westaway; William Bell; Bob Lewis; Dom Henry Hoskin; Dom Edmund Boussard; 
Charles Boyce; Edward Gerace; Justin Pope; Pamela Mason; Dom Paulinus Angold; 

Dorothy Burke; Gladys Robinson;  
 May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Maria Henderson Phil Nunn Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe Mike Ashton 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton Pat Hedges 
Doreen Trude Gerald Vaughan Williams 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 
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Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £44.22 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £160.55 £0.00 

Second £16.65  
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £23.00 £27.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £50.10 £26.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £29.65 £42.00 

Added value through gift aid   £27.94 
 

  

This week there 
will be a ‘second 

collection’ for 
Christmas 

flowers 

A weekend with Bishop Mark & Fr Stephen Wang to explore how as a 
Diocese we might respond to Pope Francis’ call to make 
evangelisation our priority.  An exciting moment in the life of our local 
Church as we anticipate the future with fresh hope.  Open to all and 
especially useful for catechists, teachers, parents and anyone who is 
excited about evangelisation.   
Feb. 6-8, Toorak Hotel Torquay £105 non-residential; from £155 
residential.  To book contact Debbie on 01364 645393 or go to 
www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/gather2015  

 

Congratulations to Pete and 
Rebecca Smith whose second 
baby boy was born this past 

week. 
 

Thanks be to God! 

† 
Please remember in your prayers 

 

Tom Blackburn 
 

who died this past week. 
 

May he rest in peace 
 

Tom, with his beloved wife Merlene 
were regular worshippers at the 1030 
Mass on Sundays in the Abbey until 
they moved back to Wigan a few years 

ago to be nearer family. 

A plea to those who enjoy refreshments in the Violet Evelyn Hall after 
the 1030 Mass at the Abbey on Sundays: 
 

With the increasing popularity of this event the volunteers who generously 
prepare the refreshments and clear up afterwards are feeling overwhelmed.  
So may I ask everyone to consider whether they could serve the 
Congregation in this way – perhaps on a rota basis?  All volunteers will 
be most welcome.  Please contact Angela Mollett on 01803 849055. 
 

And a particular request for Christmas Day: It will be lovely to welcome 
worshippers to refreshments after the 1030 Mass, but on the basis that 
everyone shares responsibility for both serving and clearing up.  Otherwise 
you will be depriving the dedicated few of their precious time with loved 
ones – and the turkey might become a burnt offering! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (courtesy of Mitzi) 
As we approach the Christmas holiday, I have been looking back over 
the last few months to see if our hopes from the summer for a great term 
have been fulfilled. 
The teachers have handled the changes to the curriculum with great skill 
and gusto. Two different topics in each class have been delivered and 
enthusiastically soaked up by the children. The school feels as if it is 
buzzing with learning! The practical activities that the children have been 
involved in have been snapped on camera and the pictures pasted into 
the children's books to ensure the evidence is there for all to see (not 
least Ofsted!). For example, Burrator class were this week looking at 
how to separate materials like sand and water (or sludge as it looked to 
me) and there is now a pictorial reminder for each child to look back and 
help them retrace their steps if they need to. The mini "Stonehenges" 
that Fernworthy made have been captured on film and put in their topic 
books and will be there long after the last bit of clay has crumbled. 
Next, the hall has given us great benefits - no more time lost lining up, 
taking a register, crossing the road, taking a register, having lunch, 
taking a register and returning. PE lessons have been delivered with 
fabulous new equipment and a lovely warm floor to roll around on. Ok, 
so the roof looks like it has been attacked by a number of angry moles 
and the windows in the kitchen still don't open but it has been a dramatic 
and learning enhancing addition to the school. 
And visits and visitors - I am sure that not many schools in the whole 
country will have been visited by an abbot and a cardinal this term. Not 
to mention all the other members of the community who have been able 
to look around on our Open Day and Christmas Fair. Plus the visits the 
children have made to the Abbey and the parishes over the term, not 
least the crib blessings this week where they were able to meet some of 
the parishioners from further afield. 
I think it is fair to say we have had a good term - not perfect but then life 
never is.  PS Don't forget - it is our Carol Service this Wednesday at 
4pm in the Abbey - do join us if you can.   
 

More info and photos:   http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city because he was short of time and couldn't find a space 
with a meter. So he put a note under the windshield wiper that read: "I have circled the block 100 times. If I don't park 
here, I'll miss my appointment. FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES."   
When he returned, he found a parking ticket from a traffic warden along with this note. "I've circled this block for 10 
years. If I don't give you a ticket, I'll lose my job. LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION." 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings:   
 
Third Sunday of Advent  
 We have been anointed by God 

A TV programme poses the question: ‘Who do 
you think you are?’ When John, baptising in the 
desert, was asked this question, to paraphrase 
he replied: “I am a voice, drawing attention to 
something greater than you can see or hear.” 
Our marriages are like this!  We are a ‘sign’ 
radiating God’s love for all His people. 
 
For information about the authors and other 
resources: www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

HCPT Group 507 joint services, are holding a Christmas Dinner for 
forces veterans with disabilities, on Wednesday 14th December 2014 
at the Cathedral Hall in Plymouth. 
If you are eligible or know of anyone who would benefit in joining us 
please contact Richard Tipping on 01752 787697. We also need 
decorations for the table and a medium size crib.  
NB: The joint services pilgrimage to Lourdes 14-22 May 2015. 

What a joy it was to welcome 
the children of St. Mary’s 
School to the churches in 
South Brent, Buckfastleigh and 
Ashburton this past week as 
they came to help in the 

blessings of the cribs which they had prepared 
and decorated.  A big thank you to all the 
parishioners who turned out – in sometimes 
miserable weather – to join in the service and 
support the children.  It’s always very gratifying 
for the children and staff to see how their efforts 
are appreciated and it provides the children with 
additional good role models as we come 
together to reflect on the real meaning of 
Christmas.  But of course many parishioners 
said how they felt supported in their faith by the 
charming participation of the children in these 
simple, honest acts of worship.  Inevitably, it 
now seems, praise was heaped on the children 
for their wonderful singing, the older ones even 
managing some very assured singing in parts.  
And it was remarked how even some of the 
youngest children were able to read their 
reflections and prayers so fluently and clearly. 
Thank you once again, St. Mary’s, for your 
charming contribution to our Advent 
preparation, and thank you, parishioners for 
attending and for preparing some lovely 
refreshments after the services. 

SAVE YOUR STAMPS in aid of the Catholic Children’s Society! As the 
Christmas cards start to land on your doormat this Advent, please 
remember to cut off the stamps from the envelopes and send to 
STAMPS N ALL, DEPT CCS-PLYM, PO BOX 245 PLYMOUTH, PL5 
2WX. Small things make a BIG difference. Thank you, Claire 07783 
156284 

Times of Christmas Masses in this Parish 
24th December  

9:30 p.m. Ashburton 
11:30 p.m. Abbey 

  
25th December  

9 a.m. Blessed Sacrament  
Chapel,& South Brent 

9:30 a.m. Buckfastleigh 
10:30 a.m. Abbey 

 

Copies of ‘Children First’, the newsletter  
of the Catholic Children’s Society, are  
available in printed form in the  
churches or on the Society website 
 www.ccsplymouth.org.uk .  Please  
take a moment to read one.   
Thank you for your support throughout  
2014. Claire Warren 07783 156284. 

 

Could you consider 
including the Society in 
your Will?  This would be 
an inspiring way to show 
you care for our most 
vulnerable children and 
families 

 


