
  
 
 

 
 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday Advent 
Tuesday Advent 

Wednesday Advent 

Thursday 

Birthday of the Lord 

 

Friday 

St. Stephen 

 
Saturday St. John the Evangelist 

 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Thomas James; Beatrice Mills; Esther Benest; Anne Saunders; Mgr. Charles Smith;  
Bessie Jefferey; Dom Anthony de Guingand; Dom Mark Strahl; Frederick Willington; 

Agnes Northcott; Mary Berington; Agnes Doyne; Mary Walker; John Stuart;  
Abbot Anscar Vonier; John Scarrett; Cecilia Pope; Edward Conlon;  

St. George Delisle Gray; Dom Henry Lindeman; Paul Witt; Mary Keating;  
Amelia Munday; Catherine Shillabeer;  

 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 

Gerald Vaughan Williams Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 
Doreen Trude Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact Fr. Francis 
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Last week’s collections First Christmas 
  Gift Aided flowers 
Abbey 9 a.m. £45.23 £15.00 £51.55 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £152.80 £35.00 £46.77 
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £43.40 £17.85 £32.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £39.70 £11.92 £33.40 
South Brent 9 a.m. £19.15 £35.30 £47.04 

Added value through gift aid   £28.77   
 

Coffee after 1030 Abbey Mass: 
 

All volunteers to prepare and 
clear at these functions will be 
most welcome.  Please contact 
Angela Mollett on 01803 849055. 
 

And a particular request for 
Christmas Day: It will be lovely 
to welcome worshippers to 
refreshments after the 1030 
Mass, but on the basis that 
everyone shares responsibility for 
both serving and clearing up.  
Otherwise you will be depriving 
the dedicated few of their 
precious time with loved ones – 
and the turkey might become a 
burnt offering! 

Times of Christmas Masses in this 
Parish: 

24th December 
9:30 p.m. Ashburton 
Midnight Abbey 

  
25th December 

9 a.m. Blessed Sacrament  
Chapel, &  
South Brent 

9:30 a.m. Buckfastleigh 
10:30 a.m. Abbey 

 

Other Masses over the Christmas Period: 
 

Morning Mass in the Abbey is at 9 a.m. rather than 8 a.m. on the following days: 
• Wednesday 24th December 
• Friday 26th & Saturday 27th December  
• Monday 29th Dec. to Saturday 3rd January 

 

This will affect other Masses in the parish during the week: 
Friday 26th  Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 
Monday 29th  Buckfastleigh 9:15 a.m. CANCELLED 
Wednesday 31st  Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 
Thursday 1st Jan. Buckfastleigh 9:15 a.m. CANCELLED 
Friday 2nd Jan. Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 

For details of other services available in the Abbey visit www.buckfast.org.uk or phone 01364 645532  

 

Fr. Abbot, Fr. Francis and all the monastic community 
are most grateful for the many Christmas greetings they 
have received.  They wish you all the joy of knowing that, 
in Jesus, born of Mary, God is with us. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

News from our Parish School (courtesy of Mitzi) 
 

The final week of term has flown past - not surprisingly really, as so 
much has been packed in to it! 
On Tuesday, the choir went to St Andrew's residential home to spread 
a little Christmas cheer by singing some carols. As always they were 
very well received and brightened the day of many of the residents 
there - who brightened the choir's day with a treat of a drink and some 
biscuits afterwards.  
On Wednesday, the school held its Carol Service in the Abbey. This had 
all the traditional school Nativity ingredients to make you feel full of joy 
in Advent. A beautiful church to sit in and enjoy some lovely new carols 
mixed with some more well known ones. Also for those watching 
closely, the sight of one of the kings trying to throttle one of the other 
kings but catching the eye of one of the teachers just in time and 
deciding to change it into a kiss instead. This amused the choir who 
started to dissolve into giggles but was missed by one of the shepherds 
who had fallen asleep in the first carol and stayed that way throughout 
the service. As you know, shepherds can be a bit grumpy when they've 
just woken up, so it was decided that he was best left to sleep and tell 
him the good news later! 

 
On Thursday the children were treated to a performance of Cinderella 
put on by the Rainbow Theatre Company and was, I gather, the full 
pantomime with two very ugly sisters, a lovely Prince Charming and so 
on. 
Finally, on Friday, we were invited to the Buckfast Conference Centre 
to have our Christmas lunch. One hundred and twenty of us sat down 
together to share a meal of roast turkey with all the trimmings, 
snowmen cakes and a chocolate lolly to round off the meal. Once again 
it was run with military precision with all of those dining being served 
in less that fifteen minutes! It was all over in just over an hour and the 
children returned to school to finish their Christmas activities before 
going home for a well earned Christmas break. 

Merry Christmas!! 
 
 

More info and photos:   http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Thank you for this, Fr. Gabriel: 
 

Religion’s getting into everything these days, even Christmas:  Someone went into the post office to buy stamps for their 
Christmas cards.  They say to the clerk, “May I have 50 Christmas stamps, please.”  The clerk says, “What denomination?”  
The shopper says, “God help us.  Has it come to this?  Give me 22 Catholic, 12 Anglican, 10 Methodist and 6 Baptists.” 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings:   
 
Fourth Sunday of Advent  
 Listening is a way of loving 
David, Paul and Mary listened to God, changed 
their plans and way of life.  Before marrying we 
listened intently and consequently felt loved and 
cherished. Today, with the pressures of 
everyday living, our listening can be impaired. 
We need constantly to overcome the temptation 
to just ‘hear’ what’s said, and work on listening 
with our hearts, eyes and full attention. 

Christmas 
Presents or Presence 
The first Christmas Story is simple: it reveals the 
real presence of Jesus, Mary and Joseph to 
each other. Maybe the lesson for us is to focus 
more on being ‘present’ to one another rather 
than on giving ‘presents’, so that Jesus can be 
born again in our marriage and in all those we 
love and care for. 
 
For information about the authors and other 
resources: www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

HCPT Group 507 joint services, are holding a Christmas Dinner for 
forces veterans with disabilities, on Wednesday 14th December 2014 
at the Cathedral Hall in Plymouth. 
If you are eligible or know of anyone who would benefit in joining us 
please contact Richard Tipping on 01752 787697. We also need 
decorations for the table and a medium size crib.  
NB: The joint services pilgrimage to Lourdes 14-22 May 2015. 

 
 
Hosted by best-selling author Rob Parsons and 
featuring comedian & magician John Archer.  Be 
amazed and laugh with John Archer and be 
inspired as Rob shares stories and lessons of 
family life that have touched the hearts of people 
around the world. 
 

Riviera Centre Torquay, 
25th March 2015, 

7:30 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
 
Early bird offer £4 per ticket until 5th January. 
To book visit: 
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/other-
events/bring-me-sunshine 
or phone 029 2081 0800 


