
  
 
 

 
 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday St. Thomas Becket 

 
Tuesday Octave of Christmas 

Wednesday Octave of Christmas 

Thursday 

Mary, Mother of God 

 
Friday Ss. Basil & Gregory 

Saturday Christmastide 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Ethel Cross; Clara Sampson; Josephine Walker; William Langram; Kathleen Vinden; 
Mary Harvey; Agnes Walder; John Kenny; Mary Pinney; Br Columban Wanner;  
Horace Stephens; Dom Martin Griffin; Rowena Caunter; Fr. Joseph Williams;  
Frank Gibbon; Helen Kenny; Margaret Barrack; Canon Kenneth Meiklem;  

Dom Odo Leib; Mary Sumner; 
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 
Gerald Vaughan Williams Val Stanley 

Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 
Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 

Doreen Trude Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

28th December, 2014 Feast of the Holy Family Eucharistic Prayer I Readings p. 105 
http://www.buckfastparish.org.uk 

 

 

 

Morning Mass in the Abbey is at 9 a.m. rather than 8 a.m. from Monday 29th 
Dec. to Saturday 3rd January. This necessitates some changes to other 
Masses in the parish during the week: 

Monday 29th  Buckfastleigh 9:15 a.m. CANCELLED 
Wednesday 31st  Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 
Thursday 1st Jan. Buckfastleigh 9:15 a.m. CANCELLED 
Friday 2nd Jan. Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 

For details of other services available in the Abbey visit www.buckfast.org.uk or phone 01364 645532  

 

 
 

The Bishop Budd Lecture 2015 
 

Rt. Rev. Malcolm McMahon OP 
Archbishop of Liverpool 

 
Sunday 1st February, 6:30 p.m. 

Rougemont Hotel,  
Exeter EX4 3SP 

Cost including buffet:  
£15 (£11 unwaged) 

 
Booking forms available in church 

or book online at 
www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/whatsnew 
 

Many hours of work behind the 
scenes went into preparing all 
the churches in the parish for the 
Christmas season: crib-builders, 
sacristans, florists and 
musicians all did a lot of work 
before and during the Masses 
and other services to enhance 
our liturgy and draw us into 
worship of the Baby Jesus.  We 
are enormously grateful to all 
who contributed, with their skills, 
or simply with their presence, to 
helping us all to celebrate 
Christmas.  In token of our 
gratitude and to celebrate what 
was achieved, some 
photographs appear around the 
newsletter. 

  
 

   
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips 
with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

One day a group of scientists got together and 
decided that man had come a long way and no 
longer needed God. So they picked one scientist to 
go and tell Him that they were done with Him. The 
scientist walked up to God and said, "God, we've 
decided that we no longer need you. We're to the 
point that we can clone people and do many 
miraculous things, so why don't you just go on and 
get lost."  God listened very patiently and kindly to 
the man. After the scientist was done talking, God 
said, "Very well, how about this? Let's say we have 
a man-making contest." To which the scientist 
replied, "Okay, great!" But God added, "Now, we're 
going to do this just like I did back in the old days 
with Adam." The scientist said, "Sure, no problem" 
and bent down and grabbed himself a handful of 
dirt. God looked at him and said, "No, no, no. You 
go get your own dirt!" 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings:   
The Holy Family  

Give way and love gently 
When Mary and Joseph had done everything 
that the Law required, they went back home. 
Little is said about them as a couple. Did Mary 
‘give way to her husband, as you should in the 
Lord’? Did Joseph ‘love his wife and treat her 
with gentleness’? Did they choose daily to love 
each other over and above everything else? Do 
we? 
For information about the authors and other 
resources: www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £70.10 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £674.47 £20.00 

Second £28.55  
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £38.00 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £42.00 £26.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £28.80 £36.50 

Added value through gift aid   £34.07 
 

Thank you very much for your Christmas Offerings. 
Details will appear in next weekend’s newsletter. 

 
Hosted by best-selling author Rob Parsons and 
featuring comedian & magician John Archer.  Be 
amazed and laugh with John Archer and be 
inspired as Rob shares stories and lessons of 
family life that have touched the hearts of people 
around the world. 

Riviera Centre Torquay, 
25th March 2015, 7:30 p.m. – 10 p.m. 

Early bird offer £4 per ticket until 5th January. 
To book visit:  
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/other-
events/bring-me-sunshine  
or phone 029 2081 0800 

 

 

    

History of the Chapel of St. Lawrence, Ashburton (continued) 
Being an account of the funeral of a much-loved monk who had been 
the Chantry Priest at St. Lawrence’s not long before the Reformation: 
“On the morning of Fr. Hellyer’s funeral more monks arrived and bore 
the remains in solemn procession back to the Abbey, for being a monk 
he was buried in the cloisters there. 
A large number of townspeople and all his scholars followed behing’ 
slowly the party preceded by a great silver cross, went up Bowden hill 
by the high road, as funerals could not go by Priests-ford, it being only 
a bye path across the marsh to avoid the hills.  Then passing Somerhyll, 
we ascended through Shir-wood, at the top of which, at Black-rock, the 
Ayshperton people stopped, and from thence watched the procession 
descend to Dartbridge; now and then the funeral chant could be heard 
through the trees, and it sounded very solemn. 
After a while, as we looked down on the extensive buildings of the Abbey 
across the river, we saw a party of monks, headed by the Abbot himself, 
carrying banners and crosses, wind out through the great western 
gateway toward the bridge to meet the cortege.  The great bell began to 
toll from the low square tower of the Abbey Church. Soon the whole 
party returned, bearing the dead, and passed through the western door 
into the grand old Abbey Church, and we saw no more. 
The interment was to take place that night.  So after dark some of us 
went again by to Black rock by the Priest’s-ford path, and, after waiting 
some time, torches were discerned moving about in the cloisters on the 
north side of the Church, by which we could see the grave quite 
distinctly.  Then the funeral party came out with candles, bearing the 
body, chanting a grand funeral hymn, which could clearly hear. 
The bell of the Abbey continued to toll, and after deposit the body in its 
last resting place, the whole brotherhood marched round the open 
grave, and, filing into the great refectory, were lost to view.  By the aid 
of the torches in the cloisters we could see the lay brethren fill in the 
grave and pat down the last sods.  When they left all was dark, except 
the lights from the numerous small windows of the dormitories. 
Then turning our steps homeward we soon dispersed to our houses.”   

 


