
  
 
 

 
 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday – 
Friday Christmastide 

Saturday St. Gregory of Nyssa 
 Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Alban Atkins; Frederick Witt; Br. Alphonsus Laurent; Kathleen Crowley;  
Katherine Pruett; Edmund Sanderson; Eveline Chichester; Winifred Halse; Angela Burke; 

William Leech; Pansy Smith; Robert Everall; Margaret Everitt; Hester Flinton; 
Charles Burke; Dom Patrick Burke; Rev. Michael O’Brien; Henry Major; Joyce Mousley, 

Walter Gable; Sarah Shaw; Eric Siepmann; 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 
Gerald Vaughan Williams Val Stanley 

Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 
Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 

Doreen Trude Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 
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Christmas Offerings  Gift Aided 
Ashburton 9:30 p.m £110.39 £50.00 
Abbey Midnight £436.80 £5.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £71.97 £33.00 
Buckfastleigh 9:30 a.m. £26.00 £10.00 
Abbey 9 a.m. £75.22 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £627.33 £56.00 

Added value through gift aid   £43.50 
 

So the total Christmas offerings are £1,565.21.  
Thank you so much for your generosity.  

The Bishop Budd Lecture 
2015 

 
Rt. Rev. Malcolm McMahon OP 

Archbishop of Liverpool 
 

Sunday 1st February,  
6:30 p.m. 

Rougemont Hotel,  
Exeter EX4 3SP 

Cost including buffet:  
£15 (£11 unwaged) 

 

Booking forms available in 
church or book online at 

www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/whatsnew 
 

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £50.78 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £218.92 £40.00 

Second £20.78  
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £9.00 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £29.01 £26.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £36.01 £34.00 

Added value through gift aid   £33.44 
 

† 
Please remember in your prayers 

 

Mr. Gerald Vaughan Williams 
 

who died on 27th December 
 

May he rest in peace 
 
Gerald was a regular worshipper at the 
Abbey on Sundays and generously 
supported the liturgy as an altar-server 

January 18th is the start 
of the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity.  In 
Ashburton there will be 
the usual very popular 
fellowship lunch. It 
takes place in St. 
Andrew’s Church Hall 
and it is essential to buy 
a ticket in advance, cost 
20 pence (You are 
invited to make a 
further donation 
towards costs and for 
charity during the 
meal).  The tickets will 
be available in 
Ashburton church on 
this Sunday. 

 

                         
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

One day, Eve was walking in the garden with the 
Lord. She said, "Lord, the garden is wonderful, 
and the animals and birds provide such joy, but I 
am still lonely sometimes." "No problem!" the 
Lord replied. "I will make you a man for a 
companion. He will desire to please you and to 
be with you. But I have to warn you, he won't be 
perfect. He'll have a difficult time understanding 
your feelings, will tend to think only of himself, 
and will stay out late with his bowling buddies." 
"What's bowling?" Eve asked. "Oh... never mind. 
I was just getting ahead of myself, sorry." "That's 
OK. I think I can handle this 'man'," Eve replied. 
"Great, I'll get right to it!" God said, and started 
grabbing some mud and shaping it. Suddenly, the 
Lord stopped and said to Eve, "Oh, there's one 
other thing about this man I'm making for you." 
"What's that?" asked Eve. "You'll have to tell him 
he was here first." 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings:   
 
The Epiphany of the Lord  

The gift of unity 
At this joyful time of the year, let us look 
with delight at one another, 
remembering that we have each been 
entrusted, by God, with the grace he 
meant for each other when we got 
married.  God’s gift has made us one 
body and the gift of our children is this 
grace made flesh bringing joy into our 
hearts.  
 
For information about the authors and other 
resources: www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

 
Hosted by best-selling author Rob Parsons and 
featuring comedian & magician John Archer.  Be 
amazed and laugh with John Archer and be 
inspired as Rob shares stories and lessons of 
family life that have touched the hearts of people 
around the world. 

Riviera Centre Torquay, 
25th March 2015, 7:30 p.m. – 10 p.m. 

Early bird offer £4 per ticket until 5th January. 
To book visit:  
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/other-
events/bring-me-sunshine  
or phone 029 2081 0800 

Catholic Union of Great Britain 
Since its foundation in 1870, the Catholic Union has 
been the consistent voice of the Catholic Laity in 
Great Britain, striving to promote the Common Good 
in public life, working with the Bishops’ Conference 
and members of both Houses of Parliament, to ensure 
that the Catholic viewpoint is heard and understood. 
 
It seeks to promote, protect and develop the values of 
our Catholic, Christian social teaching within those 
places where our country’s laws and future direction 
of decided.  Today, more than ever, with a plethora of 
issues before us, which will change the nature of our 
society in an irrevocable way, such as Same Sex 
Marriage, the Liverpool Care Pathway for end of life 
care, the Assisted Dying Bill, the Human Embryology 
Act.  The Catholic Union of Great Britain (CUGB) 
has a unique and vital part to play.  The decisions 
made today will have a profound effect on the lives of 
those who come after us.  The funding of the CUGB 
is through annual membership subscriptions. 
 
The Charity Commission has recently approved the 
formation of the Catholic Union Charitable Trust 
(CUTC) which will develop and strengthen the role of 
advancing Catholic moral and spiritual principles by 
putting on conferences, lectures, seminars on 
education, training and the implementation of a social 
media strategy.  The funding of the CUCT will be 
through gift aided donation. Please visit the website: 
www.catholicunion.org.uk 
  

In his homily on New Year’s 
Day, the Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God, Pope Francis 
said that “Jesus cannot be 
understood without his mother.”  
At one point, the pope also 
introduced an impromptu 
Marian devotion, inviting the 
assembly in St. Peter’s Basilica 
to rise, face a statue of Mary, 
and repeat three times, “Mary, 
Mother of God.” 

The pope recalled that at the 5th-century Council of Ephesus, a 
crowd actually shouted that phrase at the gathered bishops while 
waving clubs at them, threatening violence if they didn’t formally 
proclaim Mary as the Mother of God.  This time, Francis jokingly 
invited people to make the chant “without clubs.”  He led the 
crowd in St. Peter’s Square in the same chant during his Angelus 
address. 
“No other creature has ever seen God’s face shine upon it as did 
Mary,” the pope said in his earlier homily. “She gave a human 
face to the eternal Word, so that all of us can contemplate him.” 
“She, the Mother of God, is also the Mother of the Church, and 
through the Church, the mother of all men and women and of 
every people,” he said. 
 

 


