
  
 
 

 
 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in 
confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Lent 
Tuesday Lent 

Wednesday Lent 
Thursday Lent 

Friday Lent 
Saturday Lent 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Rev. Edward Damen; William Spiller; Mother Mary Angela; Br. Bernard Seymour; Karl Pole; Mary Knowles; 
Mildred Gray; Isabel Hodge; Leonard Bragg; Anne Morin; Mgr. David Barry; John Billington; Bessie Stuart; 
Hilda Robertson; Dom Raphael Stones; Lucy Kaylor; Elizabeth Nicholls; May Sanders; Rev. Edwin Russell;  

Mary Davies; Charles H.W. Messer; Kathleen Davies;  
 May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 

Pat Hedges Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 
Mike Ashton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 
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Collections for 7/8 Feb.  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £49.97 £25.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £98.98 £30.00 

Second £29.10  
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £29.00 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £18.31 £21.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £35.10 £44.50 

Added value through gift aid   £38.57 
 

Returning from Rome on Friday evening, Fr. 
Francis has not been able to obtain the figures 
for last weekend; they will be published next 
week. 

 
On behalf of all the parish, Fr. 
Francis thanks Sue Lethbridge for 
stepping forward to take on the 
work of APF rep.   

FLAME 2,  
CATHOLIC YOUTH FESTIVAL, 

WEMBLEY ARENA,  
MARCH 7TH 

Tickets are still available for 
Flame 2, which will be the largest 
Catholic youth event ever held in 
the UK. Matt Redman will be 
leading the music and a range of 
interesting people will be 
speaking, including Cardinal Luis 
Tagle, recently by the side of 
Pope Francis throughout his visit 
to the Philippines. The event is 
open to young people and young 
adults, Year 10 upwards. For a 
full programme and booking 
details, check out: 
http://www.cymfed.org.uk/flame2  
 

Not the 
Mardi Gras! 

A great time was had by all at 
the parish party on 10th 
February. Besides enjoying 
each others’ company, eating 
and drinking well and dancing, 
we had a raffle in aid of CAFOD.  
The generosity of those who 
attend is spectacular, because 
not only do they buy the raffle 
tickets, they donate the 
wonderful prizes as well!  Ticket 
sales yielded an amazing £282.  
As you will read elsewhere, all 
donations to CAFOD over the 
next couple of months are being 
matched by the government, so 
CAFOD’s charitable works will 
benefit from the raffle to the 
tune of £564!!  Very many 
thanks to everyone who took 
part. 

 

 
 

“They came to Gethsemane, and Jesus said, ‘Stay 
here while I pray’ ” (Mk 14:32) 

 

Stations of the Cross; the Sorrowful 
Mysteries of the Rosary; Benediction. 

Fridays during Lent at 6 p.m. 
 

27th February Ashburton 
6th March Buckfastleigh 
13th March South Brent 
20th March Ashburton 
27th March Buckfastleigh 

 
Wherever you live, please come to Lent 
devotions in Our Lady of Lourdes & St. Petroc 
Church, East Street, Ashburton, this week. 
(Ample parking on site). 
 
If you need transport, or can offer it, please 
contact Fr. Francis 
 

 
CAFOD Lent Fast Day: Friday 27th 
February. 
We work with local expert 
organisations to help those 
affected by disaster survive and 
thrive.  Next weekend there will be 
a second collection, gathering 
the proceeds of the fast day this 
Friday.  See posters: every 
donation will be doubled by the UK 
Government! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips 
with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Two friends met in the street. One looked sad 
and almost on the verge of tears. The other man 
said, "Hey my friend, how come you look like the 
whole world has caved in?" The sad fellow said, 
"Let me tell you. Three weeks ago, an uncle 
died and left me 50-thousand dollars." "That's 
not bad at all...!" “Hold on, I'm just getting 
started. Two weeks ago, a cousin I never knew 
kicked-the-bucket and left me 95-thousand, tax-
free to boot." "Well, that's great! I'd like that."       
"Last week, my grandfather passed away. I 
inherited almost a million." “So why are so 
glum?"    "This week - nothing!" 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings:   
Ash Wednesday  

Now is the favourable time 
Saint Paul urges us not to delay in seeking or 
giving forgiveness: “Now is the favourable time 
– the day of salvation”. As married couples, we 
can avoid clinging on to hurts between us by 
genuinely asking each other for forgiveness, 
rather than saying a casual ‘sorry’.  Also, seek 
to give it generously in our hearts, like ‘giving 
alms in secret’. 
First Sunday of Lent  

We hunger for closeness 
‘Wilderness’ can be a reality in our marriage 
relationship at times, a kind of ‘desert 
experience’: hungering for a gentle touch or 
return of the closeness in our relationship.  Yet, 
we can look back on such times and recognise 
the Spirit was at work. God’s grace was in our 
yearning, calling us to choose life and turn away 
from self-indulgence. 

For information about the authors and other 
resources: www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
School has, of course, been quiet this week as the children and staff take 
a break before resuming their learning on Monday for the short run in to 
the Easter holidays – a mere five weeks. That is the trouble with this term, 
no sooner have you been whisked away from the joy of Christmas than 
you are learning about the significant events of Easter. 
Talking of which, before the holiday, the children made some promises 
for Lent which are displayed on a Lenten Tree in the Hall foyer. Whilst all 
heartfelt, they were generally run of the mill, along the lines of “I will try 
not to be so grumpy with my family” or “I will be kind to my sister” and 
then there were the slightly more unusual, smile-provoking ones which 
make you love working in a school – where else would you be able to 
read a little gem like “I will help Dan clear up the ferret poop”! 
Unfortunately, we have not been in school for Pancake Day which is 
probably just as well as I fear the smoke alarms may not have coped with 
the hot oil fumes that would have been experienced as staff manfully 
would have created a pancake for every child and more besides. Nor 
were we in for Ash Wednesday. That too is a blessing in some ways as 
you just know someone will point out that at least one member of staff 
has a dirty forehead … only to be absolutely mortified when they 
remember that it is the mark of the cross in ash from the Ash Wednesday 
service earlier in the day. Many a time, I myself have gone to say 
something only to remember in the nick of time and turn the start of the 
comment into a cough! 
When we return on Monday – Venford will be learning about Spring, 
Fernworthy are continuing their Roman escapades and Burrator will be 
concentrating on learning their dance and creating artwork for South 
Dartmoor’s annual Body Language Festival. By the way, Boudicca’s Last 
Stand went very well. The children had baked enough bread rolls to feed 
at least four hundred assailants which they enjoyed as a Roman snack 
after the battle - complete with butter and honey, I believe, which was a 
relief as I know another Roman delicacy was the edible dormouse and 
we weren’t sure how far Mrs Kerswell was going to go in the interests of 
historical accuracy! 

The Parish Pilgrimage to Rome returned safely on Friday evening, 
Thanks be to God for guiding us back home and guiding us forward in 
our faith through some wonderful, prayerful experiences across the 
immense variety of manifestations of the Universal Church in the Eternal 
City.  Hopefully, many of the pilgrims will share their reflections in future 
editions of the newsletter.  You can read a day-by-day account of our 
travels at http://www.buckfastparish.org.uk/news. Currently, the 
account ends abruptly on Wednesday morning; this is just because of a 
lack of time; keep visiting, as an account of the last couple of days will 
be added as soon as possible.  In the meantime, here are a few photos 
to give you the flavour of the week: 

  

  

  

'CHRIST AND THE CHURCH NEEDS YOU' In 
this year for consecrated life we invite young 
men aged 18-40 to dream big and consider a 
life on the spiritual vanguard. 'Come and See' 
the Community of Our Lady of Walsingham, 
based in the diocese of Brentwood, a new 
religious community founded in 2004. As the 
male branch begins to take shape you are 
invited to consider if its spirituality speaks to 
you.20th-22nd March. Venue:Abbotswick 
House of Prayer near Brentwood in Essex. For 
further details call Jim on 01277 373848 or 
visit www.walsinghamcommunity.org 

40 people who serve as priests, deacons, 
teachers or volunteers in our diocese along with 
our Bishop offer a short three minute reflection 
on what lent means to them based upon the 
readings of the day.  Please take three minutes 
a day to watch as each upload becomes 
available. To view, go to YouTube and type in 
Plymouth Diocese. 

www.CatholicDirectory.org has launched its 
mobile version.  You can now find the nearest 
church and Mass at the click of a button. 


