
  
 
 

 
 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call  
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday- Saturday Lent 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Charles Norton; Rosina Barber; Dom Antony Staerk; Lucille Tolley; Dudley Persse; Alicia Mary Palmer;  
Dom Michael Craig-McFeely; Ian Stevens; M. Radford; Hilda Robinson; Dorothy Green; Robert Turnbull;  
Dom Pascal Dowling; Isobel McMurtrie; Cecil Tancred; Beatrice Lewis; Albert Pruett; Patricia Bachelor;    

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 
Margaret McAvoy Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 
Mike Ashton Pat Hedges 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 
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Collections for 14/15 Feb.  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £41.00 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £164.30 £31.00 

Second £20.11  
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £20.00 £7.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £18.30 £25.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £16.47 £21.00 

Added value through gift aid   £25.19 
 

 
 

“They came to Gethsemane, and Jesus 
said, ‘Stay here while I pray’ ” (Mk 

14:32) 
 

Stations of the Cross; the 
Sorrowful Mysteries of the 

Rosary; Benediction. 
Fridays during Lent at 6 p.m. 

 

6th March Buckfastleigh 
13th March South Brent 
20th March Ashburton 
27th March Buckfastleigh 

Wherever you live, please come to 
Lent devotions in St. Benedict’s 
Church, Chapel Street, Buckfastleigh 
this week. 
If you need transport, or can offer it, 
please contact Fr. Francis 

 
Lent Fast Day was on Friday 27th 
February. 
CAFOD works with local expert 
organisations to help those 
affected by disaster survive and 
thrive.   
This weekend there will be a 
second collection, gathering the 
proceeds of the fast day this 
Friday.  See posters: every 
donation will be doubled by the UK 
Government! 

 

40 priests, deacons, teachers or 
volunteers in our diocese along with 
our Bishop offer a short three minute 
reflection on what Lent means to them 
based upon the readings of the 
day.  To view, go to YouTube and type 
in Plymouth Diocese. 
www.CatholicDirectory.org You can 
now find the nearest church and Mass 
at the click of a button. 

A clarification by Fr. Francis, Parish Priest 
I have become aware that there is a danger of parishioners being misled as to the 
teaching of the Church on the appropriate manner of receiving Holy Communion at 
Mass. 
I think it will be helpful, therefore, if I reproduce here a few lines from the General 
Instruction on the Roman Missal, which forms part of the Magisterium of the Church.  
The full Instruction can be consulted at the front of any Altar Missal, by purchasing a 
copy, or by looking for it on the internet. 
“160. The Priest then takes the paten or ciborium and approaches the 
communicants, who usually come up in procession…In the Dioceses of England and 
Wales…Holy Communion is to be received standing, though individual members of 
the faithful may choose to receive Communion while kneeling… 
161. …the communicant…receives the Sacrament either on the tongue or...in the 
hand, the choice lying with the communicant (i.e. not the priest, deacon or 
extraordinary minister) 
281. Holy Communion has a fuller form as a sign when it takes place under both 
kinds.  For in this form the sign of the Eucharistic banquet is more clearly evident and 
clearer expression is given to the divine will by which the new and eternal Covenant 
is ratified in the Blood of the Lord, as also the connection between the Eucharistic 
banquet and the eschatological banquet in the Kingdom of the Father.” 
  

 

Collections for 21/22 Feb.  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £53.61 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £161.09 £22.00 
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £45.03 £17.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £23.15 £21.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £46.70 £35.40 

Added value through gift aid   £28.04 
 

CAFOD donations of £5 at the Abbey 9 a.m. and 
£51.91 at the Abbey 10:30 a.m. will be added to 
this week’s second collection. 

The Bishops have written a joint letter encouraging us to participate in the General 
Election and offering some key issues and questions for reflection on where 
candidates stand.  Copies are available at the back of church.  The letter and other 
information is also available on the Bishops’ Conference website: 
www.catholicnews.org.uk . Please read the letter and encourage other so do so. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

One day the zoo-keeper noticed that the monkey was 
reading two books - the Bible and Darwin's The Origin of 
Species. In surprise he asked the ape, "Why are you 
reading both those books"? "Well," said the monkey, "I just 
wanted to know if I was my brother's keeper or my 
keeper's brother." 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings:   
Second Sunday of Lent  
Free to be ourselves  
Sometimes we can be overwhelmed by each 
other’s generous sensitivity, thoughtfulness and 
kindness which have helped us grow in 
confidence to share our deepest feelings, fears 
and joys. Let us try this week to find ways of 
growing in that confidence and trust so that in 
our relationship we radiate God’s joy through 
the way we love each other.   
For information about the authors and other 
resources: www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
I wasn’t sure if I had anything to write about this week so I took a little 
wander around the school …. and then it struck me how many great 
displays there are. There must be at least twenty boards which are 
covered in inspiring displays either of the children’s work or useful 
information that the children can use to improve their work. Things like 
useful vocabulary or facts or examples of clever things like “fronted 
adverbials” (not sure there was such a thing in my day) but, seemingly, 
they come at the start of a sentence to add information about a verb that 
follows. These improve your writing and make it more interesting for the 
reader and, coincidentally, increase your test marks!!! The children’s 
work ranges from rockets they have made to aboriginal art and Burrator’s 
interpretation of Van Gogh’s starry night to examples of each child's best 
work to date. (In fact, some of our previous displays can be seen on the 
website if you would to see what I mean). 

Then I wandered into Venford – 
there I was reminded that with 
Spring comes tadpoles! Not 
only does their display have 
useful words like “wriggle” and 
“hop” but they also have the 
real thing! Yep, a fish tank of 
what currently looks like a lot of 
little pieces of black string, 
having already grown from the 
dots in jelly stage. I seem to 
remember last year being 

worried that full froghood would arrive just over Easter and the children 
would return to an empty tank but a hopping classroom. I will have to 
keep my eye on that. We have a new cleaning company starting in April 
I don’t want their first task to be frog catching! 
  
On a cold, grey, blustery Sunday 22nd February, Father Francis took 
Jessica Batey and her Sponsor to the Cathedral Church of St Mary and 
St Boniface, Plymouth, where she was also met by friends and family for 
the Rite of Election Service taken by Bishop Mark O’Toole.  
It was the first Sunday of Lent, which traditionally is the appropriate 
Sunday for this special service for Catechumens and Candidates to be 
invited for Presentation at The Rite of Election. This is when they start 
their final steps of their journey towards being received into the Church 
at Easter.  The Bishop warmly welcomed everyone by saying this 1st 
Sunday in Lent was the beginning of Spring [in spite of the dreadful 
wintry weather today] and reminded us of our Lenten promises, sharing 
his own thoughts. 
Jessica had just returned from a wonderful Parish Pilgrimage in Rome 
with Fr Francis and other Buckfast Parish Pilgrims. She was introduced 
after the Ash Wednesday Mass at Rome’s Venerable English College 
where Candidates were especially prayed for as they made their journey 
towards Easter. This service certainly completed a memorable week for 
Jessica.  As we sat in the Cathedral we watched the Catechumens 
accompanied by their Godparents as they were invited to be greeted by 
the Bishop. I was especially interested in an elderly lady who was making 
this journey, and wondered about her decision to be entered fully into 
the life of the Catholic Church.  Then Jess’s name was called with all the 
other candidates and we made our way to the Altar where we met the 
Bishop whilst the Cathedral Choir sang the Antiphon and verses from 
Psalm 15.  Following a welcome cup of tea at the conclusion of the 
service, Fr Francis drove us back home through the grey and wet, but 
the conversation was lighthearted as he and Jess exchanged 
reminiscences of the beautiful eternal city of Rome. 

Many thanks to Joy Winzer for this account of the 
Parish Pilgrimage to Rome: 
As an Anglican I felt very privileged to be able to 
join the Pilgrimage to Rome recently.  One could 
take up the whole newsletter telling you about the 
amazing and varied Churches and sites we 
visited, from the simple San Lazzaro in Borgo 
where Father Francis celebrated Mass on the 
first day, with its stunning statue of the Virgin 
Mary, to the Scandinavian styled Chapel, 
erected by the Little Sisters of Jesus, or the very 
beautiful Basilica of San Clemente and then  the 
Sistine Chapel.  I have brought back not too 
many photographs but many lovely memories – 
the camaraderie of the whole group (11 from the 
Voluntary Choir who could be heard to be doing 
their ‘ma-ma’ warm up exercises walking the 
streets of Rome sometimes), the feeling of peace 
at morning and evening prayer as we recited the 
words of many wonderful Psalms, the glory of 
God portrayed by so many skilled craftsmen in 
the Churches in the form of paintings, statues, 
wood carving and stunningly simple mosaic 
floors, the various Churches and Chapels where 
we celebrated Mass, eating pancakes in a tent 
on Shrove Tuesday and the solemnity of the Ash 
Wednesday Mass and distribution of Ashes at 
the Venerable English College.  My favourite 
places – the simplicity of the Trappist Monastery 
at Tre Fontane, the bees on the column in San 
Clemente reminding me of Buckfast, the walk up 
the most amazing marble stairway to greet the 4 
new Cardinals in the Apostolic Palace and the 
catacombs of Priscilla.  Father Francis had put 
together a most wonderful selection of varied 
places to visit by Metro, bus, taxi and on foot. He 
was so calm throughout, dealing with any small 
hiccup in such a dignified way, laughing and 
smiling with us, yet one was always aware of why 
he had led us there – to offer worship and praise, 
to give thanks for all the beauty, skill and 
devotion of people through the ages.  Thank you 
so much for leading this Anglican around the 
history and wonders of Rome.   

 

   


