
  
 
 

 
 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call  
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday- Saturday Lent 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Dr. Ironside; Florence Ratcliffe; Anne Hogg; Gertrude Hutchinson; Mary Vine; Francis Bowen;  
Maria Hirsch; Ena Hartley; Ronald Hext; Albert Bond; Richard Northcott; Sheila Horak; John French; 
Robert Coates; Maureen Williams; Ruth Milton; George Garrett; John Murphy; Dom Gilbert Fennessy; 

Dame Agnes Hughes; Teresa Smith; Ann Ilbert; Stanhope Reeves; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 
Margaret McAvoy Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 
Mike Ashton Pat Hedges 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 
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“They came to Gethsemane, and Jesus 
said, ‘Stay here while I pray’ ” (Mk 

14:32) 
 

Stations of the Cross; the 
Sorrowful Mysteries of the 

Rosary; Benediction. 
Fridays during Lent at 6 p.m. 

 

13th March South Brent 
20th March Ashburton 
27th March Buckfastleigh 

 
Wherever you live, please come to 
Lent devotions in St. Dunstan’s 
Church, New Park, South Brent this 
week. 
If you need transport, or can offer it, 
please contact Fr. Francis 
 

 
Joint Services HHG pilgrimage dates 14-22 
May 2015 taking disabled veterans to 
Lourdes. The group has spaces for 2 
pilgrims. As always the group joins the 
International Military Pilgrimage. The cost is 
the same as the diocese pilgrimage. If you 
are interested in joining us please telephone 
Richard Tipping 01752 787697 or e-mail 
Richard.tipping@blueyonder.co.uk. 

 

 

Last weekend’s collections 1st Gift Aided 2nd Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £35.50 £15.00 £42.10 £5.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £260.01 £50.00 £224.97 £10.00 
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £33.10 £32.85 £20.50 £25.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £44.20 £33.92 £70.25 £30.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £29.91 £44.00 £42.60 £567.00 

Added value through gift aid   £43.94   £159.25 
 

Including the donations made last week, the total collection for CAFOD in the parish 
is a magnificent £1,196.67, with particular thanks to for the large single gift given in 
South Brent. So, with the doubling pledged by the Government, the causes supported 
by CAFOD will benefit by £2,393.34.  £300 of this is due to those UK taxpayers who 
took the time to fill out a gift aid form, so a special thanks to you. 

Proclaim ’15: Building Missionary Parishes, is the name of a new initiative by the 
Bishops’ Conference to support the development of parish evangelisation.  It 
includes: the provision of free resources; the organisation of a National Catholic 
Evangelisation Conference in Birmingham on 11th July; the publication of new 
evangelisation resources as a fruit of the National Conference to equip local 
evangelisers.  Please do get involved in what is a significant new step in the service 
of the proclamation of the Gospel in our area.  More information will be available over 
the coming months: www.catholicnews.org.uk/proclaim 15; catholicew#proclaim15; 
 www.facebook.com/cbcew; proclaim15@cbcew.org.uk Diocesan contact: 
David.wells@prcdtr.org.uk 01364 645390 
 

The picture shows Polish young people at World Youth Day 
in Rio last year celebrating the announcement that the next 
one will be held in Krakow in 2016.  Plymouth Diocese is 
teaming up with Clifton to form a joint pilgrimage to this 
event, which promises to be spiritual, joyous and breath-
taking.  Young people who will be 16 or over by July 2016 
are invited to register your interest at 

 http://wyd2016.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/ and also let Fr. Francis know.  Perhaps we 
could ask our generous parishioners to help one or two young people with the cost 
of attending this life-changing event? 

RISE Theatre UK Tour 2015 – WHITE RABBIT  Tuesday 10th March, 
7.30pm at Notre Dame School, Looseleigh Lane, Derriford, Plymouth, 
PL6 5HN   (See posters) 
‘White Rabbit’ is a powerful story about two people’s journey to faith – a 
journey of love, loss and self-discovery. Experience the message of hope 
in this imaginative and moving tale. The performance is suitable for adults 
and ages 12+. Tickets are £9 adults / £5 students and are available online 
at www.ticketsource.co.uk/risetheatre  
 RISE Theatre CIC - professional Christian theatre www.risetheatre.co.uk  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
It has been relatively quiet at school this week - possibly a lull before the 
frantic activity next week when we will be holding our " pupil progress 
meetings". These used to be known as parents' evenings but like so 
many things they have been re-branded! They are still two very intensive 
evenings for the teaching staff as they will meet most of the parents of 
the children in their class, one after the other, in ten minute slots. Not 
surprisingly, they often overrun as it is hard to get parents to stop talking 
about their children and, towards the end of each evening, the 
appointments which we have worked hard to book and co-ordinate 
between classes are largely reduced to an irrelevance. Some teachers 
are better than others at keeping to time and I have, for a number of 
years, been trying to teach the teachers how to stand when time is up, 
offer a handshake as a farewell gesture before gently pushing the parent 
away like the Queen does when she has finished talking to you (before 
you spend too much time wondering how I know this, my mum received 
an MBE from her). Alas, this is easier in practice than in reality and I fear 
parents will be talking long into the night! For all that, it is the best 
opportunity for the school and our children's families to get up to date not 
just pupil progress but anything else that can affect the children's learning 
which is why we go through this twice a year. I will let you know next 
week how it all went. 
  

Mary and Annette recently donated £15.47 which they had saved in 
their swear box.  With this money we were able to buy a skirt, two shirts 
and a jumper for a little girl whose parents were struggling to afford a 
school uniform for her…Small savings can soon add up to make a big 
difference to a little child. 
What are you giving up for Lent? Please consider donating any 
‘savings’ you make to the Catholic Children’s Society, to make a 
difference in the lives of children and families in the diocese who are in 
need.  For more details please see the poster in the Abbey porch or 
visit www.ccsplymouth.org.uk  

 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings:   
Third Sunday of Lent  
God’s love is our strength 
Let us remind each other constantly that our 
marriage is as unique and as special to God 
today as it was when we first married.  We are 
blessed with a love that transforms ordinary 
everyday events into something quite different 
and special. Our faults and weaknesses 
become our strengths if we strive to love one 
another as God loves us. 
For information about the authors and other 
resources: www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

Teign Valley Christians Against Poverty (CAP) 
is trying to do something practical to help those 
locally who find themselves in dire financial 
straights.  As well as running advice sessions 
and producing a newsletter, it is aiming to 
employ one or more ‘debt coaches to give 
advice on how to get out of debt and how to 
manage personal finances so that debt is 
avoided.  Copies of their newsletter are 
available in the churches of the parish.  Please 
take one and find out about this important 
initiative.  If there is interest in the parish, 
perhaps we could do something to support it. 

CAP Money Course 
Do you feel you are spending too much, not 
saving as much as you would like, or simply 
don’t know where all your money goes?  If so, 
you might benefit from the CAP Money Course, 
a free money management course teaching 
budgeting skills and hints to help control 
spending and save for the things which are 
important to you. 
Thursdays in March, beginning on 12th.  7:30 – 
9 p.m. at Bovey Tracey Baptist Church 
https://capuk.org.i-want-help or phone Robin 
smith on 07905 148955 
Last Friday was Women’s World Day of Prayer 
and our parishioners took an active part in the 
liturgies held in each of the three towns of the 
parish.  In South Brent and Ashburton it was the 
Catholics’ turn to host the events, so thank you 
to all those who gave a great deal of time and 
energy to making them a success.  More photos 
next week. 

 
Admiring Jenny’s amazing handiwork, creating 
flowers out of plastic carrier bags for the 
Ashburton WWDP. 
Any photos from South Brent or Buckfastleigh? 

Many thanks to Jessica and Sue Batey for their reflections on the 
Pilgrimage to Rome. Space permits only Jessica’s to be included 
today, but that means we have another to look forward to next week! 
 

In the weeks building up to the Buckfast Abbey 2015 Pilgrimage I 
began to wonder if it could possibly emulate the incredible memories 
and experiences of a year ago. Would seeing all of the wonderful 
churches and landmarks of Rome have the same resounding impact 
as they had when I saw them for the first time 12 months previously. I 
needn't have worried; led by Father Francis and guided by his 
wonderful knowledge this year proved to be exceptionally special for 
me and I found I had gained a deeper appreciation and sense of 
privilege at being able to visit such significant places. Visiting the 
Catacombs of Priscilla - the burial place of so many martyrs - and 
attending the Scavi Tour once more to stand in the presence of the 
bones of St. Peter were both extremely humbling experiences. I found 
such peace and presence in one of the small chapels in Santa Maria in 
Trastevere that Sue Lethbridge had to come and get me once everyone 
was ready to leave! Just being able to sit and contemplate in some of 
the most beautiful churches in Rome was truly special. Alongside the 
enormous ice creams eaten in the Piazza Navona, throwing coins in 
the (empty!) Trevi Fountain and having the opportunity to meet some 
incredibly inspirational people - including the community of Little Jesus 
Sisters - one of my most treasured memories was the Ash Wednesday 
Mass held at the Venerable English College. Not only were we 
extremely lucky to be attending Mass in such a special place, but as I 
continue my RCIA preparation with Father Francis, I felt very lucky to 
be able to start my journey towards Easter in such a lovely way. My 
week in Rome this year gave me many wonderful memories, plenty of 
laughs, new friendships and was truly a very special way to begin my 
journey towards the Easter Vigil and full communion with the Catholic 
Church 


